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Pancake
Breakfast
Saturday, Dec. 11, 6:30 - 9:30
Masonic Hall on Cilleyville Road

All You Can Eat, Only $4
Don’t miss the Masons’ famous pan-
cakes and Freedom toast with real 
maple syrup. Sausage and bacon, 
coffee and orange juice - the second 
Saturday of every month, join our 
Potter Place feast and gab fest!

Does anyone know the year this postcard might have been made?

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid

By Bill Bardsley
Andover Democratic Committee

John Kerry’s win last month in 
Andover, the fourth straight here by Dem-
ocratic presidential candidates, prompts 
us to look at the party’s local history.

Andover has deep Democratic roots, 
originally planted by the populist poli-
cies of Andrew Jackson. In the 1828 
election,  Jackson defeated John Quincy 
Adams by 55 votes in Andover.

From 1828 until 1920, only one time 
– in 1896 when William McKinley 
topped William Jennings Bryan by 9 
votes – did a Republican presidential 
candidate carry Andover.

The Democratic majority in the rest of 
New Hampshire, however, began to split 
up over the slavery question. In 1856, the 
fi rst Republican candidate for president, 
John Charles Fremont, won the state by 
6,000 votes over James Buchanan.

Abraham Lincoln carried New 
Hampshire in both 1860 and 1864, but 
he lost Andover to Stephen A. Douglas 
by 120 to 130 in 1860 and to General 
George B. McLellan by 87 to 228 in 
1864. Yes, that 87 to 228 is correct. 

Even with the rebels on the ropes by 
late ‘64 and the national Democratic Par-
ty torn into make-war versus make-peace 
factions, President Lincoln won only 28 

per cent of the 1864 vote in this town. We 
local Democrats today don’t necessarily 
take great pride in this count.

Andover’s only governor, Nahum J. 
Bachelder, was elected in 1902. He was 
a Republican and won the state by more 
than 8,000 votes, but he lost Andover to 
Democrat Henry Hollis by 140 to 186.

Clarence E. Carr of Andover was 
the Democratic candidate for governor 
in 1908. He ran an unusually vigor-
ous campaign for that time but lost by 
3,000 votes. Several members of the 
Carr family were active in civic affairs, 
and they were owner-operators of the 
hame shop. 

Carr infl uence likely had much to 
do with Andover staying Democratic 
two decades into the 20th century. But 
eventually the town swung into that 
strain of Yankee independence that was 
captured by the Republicans. 

Woodrow Wilson, Franklin Roos-
evelt, John Kennedy, and Lyndon John-
son all had winning counts in Andover, 
and Democrat Victor Phelps served as 
our state representative for many terms 
in mid-century. Otherwise, however, 
the town voted Republican pretty regu-
larly from the 1920s until the ‘80s and 
‘90s, when hints of a swing back toward 
the Democrats began to appear.

By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

In last month’s Beacon I shared 
with you the results of presidential 
votes in Andover from 1828 to 1904. 
This month I can bring you up to date 
– 1904 to 2004, one hundred years of 
presidential election data.

The Manual of the General Court of 
New Hampshire, published every other 
year since 1891, gives us all the num-
bers. But how do these more recent sta-
tistics pan out?

In the 24 elections between 1904 and 
2000, the citizens of Andover supported 
the winning candidate in 17 elections.  
They disagreed with the national ma-
jority seven times.

Of those seven, four were consecu-
tive:  from 1936 through 1948, the town 
majority vote supported the Republi-

can candidates while the national vic-
tory went to the Democrats – although 
in the election of 1944 between Dewey 
and Roosevelt, the Republican majority 
in Andover was only eleven votes.

The election of 2004 was another 
case of Andover supporting the losing 
candidate:  a majority voted for John 
Kerry, but only by 79 votes.  

Third and fourth party candidates, 
from Prohibitionists through Libertar-
ians, garnered very few votes from the 
town of Andover, usually one or two, 
the largest being 37 for the Wallace par-
ty in 1968 and 38 for the Nader party 
in 2000.

How exciting it is to live in a town 
where the voters are so evenly divided 
that each election is a fi ght worth waging.

These statistics are now on fi le at the 
Andover Historical Society.  

Andover Election History

Andover’s Democratic Roots

incentives to forest land owners to help 
them obtain professional guidance, on a 
cost-sharing basis, for the management of 
their forest lands.

Whenever a property owner logs 
his or her timber land, the owner must 
pay a Timber Yield Tax to the Town of 
Andover based on the dollar value of 
the timber cut. For the last few years 
the annual revenue which the town has 
received from this tax has been in the 
$40,000 range. As prescribed by State 
law, all of the Timber Yield Tax revenue 
has been put into our town’s general 
fund for general government purposes. 

But even though this tax revenue 
comes from our forest lands, our Town 
government has not been putting any 
of this Timber Tax money back into 
the forest lands in terms of programs to 
benefi t the forests. 

The Conservation Commission pro-
poses to change that just a bit. We pro-
pose to establish the “Working Forests 
Program” with funding from the Tim-
ber Yield Tax, thereby putting a portion 
of the income from the Timber Yield 
Tax back into our forest lands. 

How much? We are suggesting fund-
ing this voluntary forest management 
program based on a formula of 25% of 
the previous year’s Timber Yield Tax, or 
about $10,000 a year. At the end of each 
year, any funds which are not expended 
to help Andover’s forest land owners 
will then be returned to the Town’s gen-
eral fund as surplus.

What would be the return on our in-
vestment in Andover’s forests? We feel 
that better informed forest land owners 
will better manage their forest lands 
for everyone’s benefi t - the private land 
owner as well as the general public. 

We feel that the private forest land 
owner who voluntarily participates in 
this program will benefi t from the pro-
fessional assistance which a professional 
forester can provide, both long term and 
at logging time. And that should come 
back to everyone in our town by helping 
to assure that Andover’s forests will keep 
providing the economic and conservation 
benefi ts to our town for a long time. 

Even the costs of running this pro-
gram will be supported in the form of 

sustained and higher revenues from the 
Timber Yield Tax. As the saying goes: 
“Take from the land and put back into 
the land.” It’s a “win-win” situation 
which benefi ts everybody.
Conservation Survey

But this is just an idea of the Con-
servation Commission at this point. 
Before we go much further with this 
idea, we want to ask you, as a resident 
of Andover, what you think of this pro-
posal. Therefore, you will fi nd a copy 
of a survey about Andover’s forests and 
other natural resources inserted in this 
issue of the Beacon. We would like to 
know what you think ought to be done 
to conserve our natural resources and 
how we might go about doing it.

Please take a couple of minutes to fi ll 
out the survey and return it to the Con-
servation Commission. We will use the 
results of this conservation survey to 
guide us in developing a conservation 
program for our town.

Thanks for your help in developing 
this important program for our town.

Forests  from page 3

road control water fl ow, with the ditches 
lined in many places with rock to keep 
the ditch itself from eroding. Hay bales 
and silt fences surround sensitive areas 
like streams and swales, and hay has 
been spread on large exposed areas like 
log landings. 

But all this earthwork was not with-
out problems. Early in the operation a 
road washed into a small stream. The 
New Hampshire Department of Envi-
ronmental Services got involved and 
made F&R install appropriate water 
bars and other erosion control. DES 
also made F&R remove the silt from the 
stream with a special vacuum.

All this work has created many 
new recreational opportunities on the 
Newman easement. “Cross-country 
skiing is going to be beautiful in here 
now. You could go just about anywhere 
in this 700 acres,” says George Frame. 
We saw signs that horseback riders 
have been enjoying the new trails, and 
George reports that there are many hikes 
now to remote parts of the property that 
were previously nearly inaccessible.

See Logging  on page 11

Logging  from page 2


