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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
In February, bring your quilt to 

Quilt Documentation Day
February 5, 2005 from 9:30 to 3:30
Call us at 735-4100 for information and an appointment.

Does anyone know the year this postcard might have been made?

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid

Pancake
Breakfast
Saturday, Jan. 8, 6:30 - 9:30
Masonic Hall on Cilleyville Road

All You Can Eat, Only $4
Don’t miss the Masons’ famous pan-
cakes and Freedom toast with real 
maple syrup. Sausage and bacon, 
coffee and orange juice - the second 
Saturday of every month, join our 
Potter Place feast and gab fest!

By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

Before the advent of railroading for-
ever changed the history of Andover 
and the country as a whole, other forces 
were pushing the expansion of the new-
ly formed nation. Not the least of these 
was the building of the turnpikes and 
the increased traffi c they generated. 

Early in the 19th century regular car-
riage routes took passengers overland and 
Andover was situated on one of the major 
tracks. Prior to the completion of the Fourth 
New Hampshire Turnpike in 1804, two 
carriage routes existed with vehicles car-
rying passengers from Boston to Andover, 
one of which continued on to Hanover. 

With the opening of the turnpike, both 
routes made the entire trip to Hanover. 
More vehicles were soon added and the 
runs through Andover provided an inter-
esting diversion for the townspeople.

The carriages that fi rst plied the 
turnpike were not the famous Concord 
Coaches. The Abbott-Downing Com-
pany of Concord, the company which 
made these comfortable, even luxurious 
(by previous standards) coaches, did not 
exist during the fi rst days of the Fourth 
New Hampshire Turnpike. The fi rst 
coach built by Lewis Downing and J. 
Stephens Abbott was completed in 1827, 
and the two operated together for some 
years, then separately until 1873, when 
they incorporated as Abbott-Downing.

Nonetheless, the arrival of a coach in 
Andover was an occasion of quite a bit 
of excitement and activity. The carriage 
drivers were in a class by themselves 
and cut a mysterious and romantic fi g-
ure. They were compared to Roman 
charioteers and some reports have it 
that they made quite dramatic entrances 
to the establishments where they would 
rest and change horses. 

Their job required them to demon-
strate steadfastness and considerable 
skill with horses, and they were much 
respected. It is interesting to note that 
when trains made their appearance on 
the scene, many of these coachmen be-
came railroad engineers. In so doing 
they continued to represent to all a con-
nection to the world at large.

Coaches and passengers were ac-
commodated at one of the several inns 
and taverns in Andover during this pe-
riod. These establishments served as 
centers of entertainment and convivi-
ality for the townspeople, and were the 
stopping places for the coaches as they 
traveled back and forth from Boston to 
Hanover. 

To quote from Eastman’s History of 
Andover, referring to what a boy must 
have felt watching the arrival of one of 
these coaches: 

“The dashing style of the driver as he 
brought his coach up to the tavern door, 
the rapid work of the hostlers in changing 
horses, the bustle among the passengers 
as they alighted for meals or hurried to 
the bar-room for ‘something,’ either hot or 
cold, the wonderful crack of the driver’s 
whip and the spirited action of the fresh 
horses as they swung out on the turnpike 
for the next stage of the trip, all fi lled the 
boy’s mind with admiration, perhaps 
with a secret determination to follow that 
trail out into the wide world sometime 
and make a place for himself.”

There is another mention of note in 
the Eastman history regarding the fact 
that from time to time the British mail 
would travel this coach line on its way 
from Boston to Canada, with a uni-
formed guard accompanying it. We can 
only imagine what excitement and curi-
osity this would have caused among the 
citizens of Andover.

Through Andover By Coach

By Cleta McCormick & Linda Barnes
Co-owners of The Constant Quilter

On Saturday, February 5, The New 
Hampshire Quilt Documentation Proj-
ect and The Constant Quilter will spon-
sor a Quilt Documentation Day dur-
ing which quilt owners can learn more 
about their antique quilts and quilted 
objects. The organizers of this state-
wide project hope to discover the old 
quilts that Andover area residents may 
have tucked away in attics, linen clos-
ets, garages, and hope chests.

Quilts have been a part of New Eng-
land life for many years, but often they 
are so familiar that little is written about 
who made the piece or what it might sig-
nify. When quilts are brought to a Docu-
mentation Day, owners obtain a perma-
nent record of the quilt or quilted piece 
and any details known about its maker.

New Hampshire Quilt Documenta-
tion Project Phase II, a volunteer or-
ganization, has organized a statewide 
survey of all quilts, quilt tops, quilted 
clothing, quilt blocks, and unfi nished 
pieces made through 1976. We encour-
age the owners of works not only made 
in this state, but also works that are, at 
present, living in New Hampshire to at-
tend the Documentation Day. 

We also encourage participants to 
bring any photographs, documents or 
other materials relevant to the quilt-
maker and quilt.

The Documentation Team will exam-
ine and photograph quilts at The Constant 
Quilter, a quilt shop located on the corner 
of Pancake Road and Route 11 in Andover. 
Quilt owners will receive detailed infor-
mation about the style, approximate date, 
fabrics, condition, and construction of the 
quilts in their collections, and, in addi-
tion, be given information on how to care 
for their antique quilts.

The Project’s goal is to include the 
quilts in the historical records. When 
information is known about the quilt-
maker it adds to the excitement of plac-
ing this quilt into an historical perspec-
tive. This helps increase the public’s 
awareness and appreciation of such 
works and their makers.

Quilt owners may call The Constant 
Quilter at 735-4100 for an appointment 
for Quilt Documentation Day. On the 
day of the event, all quilts will be docu-
mented free of charge. If an owner re-
quests a copy of the documentation and a 
photograph, the fee for this service is $5. 
This is to help defray the costs of copy-
ing, photographs, supplies, printing, etc.

For more information about the New 
Hampshire Quilt Documentation Proj-
ect Phase II, or to schedule a Documen-
tation Day for your town, please contact 
Julie Grassland at 595-9519.

Quilt Project
Comes To 
Andover

Rem i n i s c e !
The Beacon wants to publish your 
memories of Andover in days gone 

by. Long or short, about big events or 
everyday moments, our readers would 

love to share in your memories.


