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curvesinternational.com

Over 8,000 locations worldwide.

*Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d. program. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations from 12/27/04-3/6/05. 
Three referrals required for free book.

Everyone makes resolutions. 
At Curves, you keep them.

This year, find out how over 4 million women who thought 
they couldn’t get fit have discovered they can. At Curves, 
you can too. Our fun, simple workouts take just 30 minutes, 
three times a week. Success is right around the corner.
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State unit deployed 
to Iraq last month
By Eric Moskowitz
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed from the Concord Moni-
tor with permission. Staff Sgt. Larry Wil-
son of Andover ships out with the 1159th 
and is featured at the end of the article.

Sgt. 1st Class Ronald Smith, who 
has spent nearly 38 years in the Army, 
was just a kid from the North Country 
when he was deployed the fi rst time, to 
Vietnam. [Last month], Smith [was] de-
ployed again, this time to Iraq.

“I can’t even put it into words how you 
feel when you go away. But it gets harder 
each time,” said Smith, 55, one of about 
100 soldiers who [was] deployed [in De-

cember] from the 1159th Medical Com-
pany of the Army National Guard. [They] 
received a formal send-off at the National 
Guard hangar in Concord, where the 
medical-evacuation unit is based.

Friends and family fi lled the seats 
and much of the fl oor in one of the han-
gar bays as a series of speakers offered 
thanks and praise, encouragement and 
prayers to the soldiers in the unit. The 
lectern was placed in front of one of the 
massive Black Hawks, the helicopter 
stamped with the familiar red-on-white 
medic’s cross.

“We honor you for your service, your 
country and your love of God,” Gov. 
Craig Benson said, calling the citizen-
soldiers of the National Guard “true New 
Hampshire and American heroes.”

Dave is an East Andover resident 
currently serving in Iraq.

Wake up early, grab your rucksack, 
IBA (Individual Body Armor), and 
Kevlar (helmet) and meet your battle 
buddies and convoy escort gun truck 
team in the TOC (Tactical Operations 
Center) area for a 0530 SP (Starting 
Point). Then drive your HMMWV 
(Humvee) north on MSR (Major Sup-
ply Route) Tampa until your rear-end is 
numb, your teeth are rattled loose, you 
are sweating like a race horse, and you 
have to pee so bad you can’t stand it! 

I’m a chaplain in Iraq and I have the 
best job in the Army. I am privileged to 
serve both God and Country. In fact, that 
is the motto on the crest of the United 
States Army Chaplain Corps: Pro Deo Et 
Patria, Latin for “For God and Country.”

Today the mission is to visit soldiers 
attached to our brigade who are secur-
ing one of Sadaam’s ammunition depots 
west of Karbala while civilian contrac-
tors dispose of the stock-piled muni-
tions. The sun rises as our convoy picks 
up speed. We cross the Euphrates River 
and wave at the Italians and return the 
smiles and waves of the ING (Iraqi Na-
tional Guard) soldiers who guard this 

important bridge with their lives. 
Hours later we carefully, and cau-

tiously, thread our way through the bus-
tling city of Diwaniyah, past the market-
places with their fl urry of people, past the 
gas stations with their long lines of cars, 
trucks, and buses. Many grueling, jar-
ring miles later we make a refueling stop 
at one of our FOBs (Forward Operating 
Bases), and a few more hours later we ar-
rive at the ASP (Ammo Supply Point).

Home for these soldiers is a row of 
tents next to an ammo bunker buried in 
the desert sand. Since my last visit there 
have been many improvements. Ame-
nities now include indoor dining at real 
tables, a tent housing a makeshift gym, 
and a basketball court - of sorts. 

Meals still mostly come ready-to-eat 
from “family size” boxes warmed in a 

Maj. Gen. John Blair, the outgoing 
adjutant general of the New Hampshire 
National Guard, reminded the unit that 
the United States never goes to war “as 
conquerors, but only as liberators.” He 
recognized the commitment of the sol-
diers and the sacrifi ces made by their 
family members, with a potential 18-
month separation about to begin; the unit, 
which heads fi rst to Fort Dix for training, 
will be in Iraq for at least 12 months.

When...the 1159th arrive[s] in Iraq, 
it will raise the number of New Hamp-
shire Army and Air Force National 
Guardsmen in Iraq and Afghanistan to 
nearly 1,000, said Capt. Greg Heilshorn, 
a spokesman for the Guard. That will 
leave about 1,700 New Hampshire 
Guardsmen stateside.

As a Medivac unit, “the 1159th is the 
soldier’s 911,” said Lt. Col. Robert Te-
treault, battalion commander for mul-
tiple New Hampshire units, including the 
1159th. Just as civilians call for 911 and 

expect help to come immediately, soldiers 
in the fi eld rely on the 1159th, he said.

In the hallway at the other end of the 
hangar, Staff Sgt. Larry Wilson and his 
family gathered to leave. At 55, ...he’s ... 
a Vietnam veteran and a full-time me-
chanic at the hangar, having worked on 
both the [Vietnam-era] Huey and the 
newer Black Hawk. The difference, he 
said, “is like Model A to Cadillac. But 
don’t let my boys know that, because I 
tell them (the Huey) is the heartbeat of 
America, instead of this rig.”

With a wife, two daughters, two 
stepdaughters, a stepson and four 
grandchildren, Wilson, from Andover, 
would have good reason to want to stay. 
But as a four-decade soldier, “I’m proud 
to represent my family, the state and the 
country,” he said. “And we’ll see you 
when we get back.”

Eric Moskowitz can be reached 
at 224-5301, ext. 310, or by e-mail at 
emoskowitz@cmonitor.com.

National Guard Members 
Heed Call To Service

The Best Job In The Army By Dave Grover, Chaplain, 197th FA Brigade

fi eld kitchen. Home improvements in-
clude plywood fl oors and tent heaters, 
as the evening temperature plummets 
when the sun goes down.

I visit with the soldiers and share their 
meal. In the gathering darkness a young 
soldier draws me aside and bares his 
soul: a wayward wife that crushes his 
heart; a shattered marriage that ravages 
his world; a broken heart that shakes his 
courage. I put my arm around his shoul-
ders. A word from God offers hope. A 
simple prayer asks for comfort. 

He stands and wipes his eyes on the 
sleeve of his uniform. I reach out to him 
and two soldiers embrace. Then, almost 
mechanically, he shoulders his weapon, 
steps out of the tent and into the cold 
blackness of the Iraqi night that seems 
to be a cruel metaphor of his life.

Later, after the chapel service, I sit with 
a few soldiers in the blackness of the cool 
desert night relaxing. The faint glow of a 
cigar yields a pinpoint of light. My skyward 
gaze reveals a panorama of starlit majesty 
unhindered by the glow of civilization. 

The vastness of this celestial expanse 
reminds me of my fi niteness. A sense 
of the nearness of God overwhelms me. 
Silent Night, Holy Night.

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net

Were you a little naughty last year? 

We have all the toys that Santa left off his 
list: Helmet, goggle, glove, warm ware, 
jackets, snow pant, ski packages, 
snowboard packages, boots, ice skates, 
hockey stick, snowshoes and more. 

Rental Center:
Ski: $25/day, $45/ 2-day, $95/week 
Snowboard: $27/day, $50/ 2-day, $99/week 
Cross Country: $15 / day 
Ice Skate: “55”, $5 for 5 hours 
Snowshoe: $15 / day 

Good service close to home 
Free wax on all new ski or snowboard, Free Sharpen on new skates.   

Hours: Tue, Wed, Thur, Fri 9:30A to 5:30P, Sat 8-5, Sun 8-4 
207A Main Street, Tel: 735-5437,
www.BlackwaterSkiShop.com


