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Andover After School Program
We welcome your donations for the after school program, including:

Call 735-6566 for more information.

Sleds
Nerf balls
Buckets and shovels
Board games
Books and movies

Tempera paint
Modeling clay
Masking tape & scotch tape
Toy “doctor” kits
Carpet sweeper

Garry the Snowman’s 
Late Nights Make For 
Happy Skiers
By Brooks Bicknell
Andover Outing Club

For nearly 30 years skiers from the 
Andover community and beyond have 
enjoyed the well-groomed trails at Proc-
tor Academy’s Blackwater Ski Area. The 
facilities have greatly expanded since the 
area moved in 1966 from the south-facing 
slalom hill on the Proctor campus to the 
jagged north-facing slope above the corn 
fi elds just south of the Andover village. 

Named for the river that runs by the 
area’s base, the Blackwater Ski Area 
has undergone substantial improve-
ment over the years. Currently, the 
Blackwater boasts two lifts. The tee bar 
was installed between 1967 and 1969. 

The latest addition is a handle tow. 
This tow, which is friendly to younger 
skiers, allows youngsters and novice 
skiers simple passage to the top of the 
practice hill. The tow also serves the 
fi ve Nordic ski jumps, which range in 
size from 10 to 38 meters. 

The hill has an impressive verti-
cal gain of approximately 700 feet, 
with fi ve ski trails and 7 kilometers 
of groomed cross-country ski trails. 
Yarrow’s Lodge at the base serves as a 
maintenance facility and warming hut 
where one can also get a snack. 

Proctor owns and operates the 

Blackwater Ski Area, but the Blackwater 
is home to numerous ski teams besides 
Proctor’s. The Andover Outing Club, 
which promotes ski jumping and cross-
country skiing for youths in the Andover 
area, operates from the Blackwater, as 
does the local FIS/USSA Buddy Wer-
ner Alpine Program. All these programs 
are indebted to the generosity of Proctor 
Academy, which bears the major facili-
ties costs for these programs.

Garry George has been a key fi gure 
in the development of the Blackwater. 
His efforts make a lot of kids (and their 
parents) smile every winter. Since 1980 
Garry has been instrumental in the run-
ning, coaching, and development of what 
has become a little jewel of a ski area. 

Garry has overseen the major renova-
tions at the Blackwater, including instal-
lation of snowmaking, enlargement of 
the jumps, installing lights on the trails, 
expansion of the cross-country trails, and 
the recent installation of the handle tow. 

Garry also makes the snow and 
grooms the trails. This is an enormous 
task that often requires Garry to be up 
all night. On many a frigid night you can 
see the meandering lights of the snowcat 
on the hill and hear the blast of the com-
pressors as Garry spends the twilight 
hours making sure that there will be 
well-groomed trails for coming events.

While Garry is heavily involved in 
the running of the Blackwater Ski Area, 
he also has a colorful history as both a 

By Wayne B. Nicoll
For the Beacon

Do people really race on snowshoes? 
That is the reaction of most folks when 
the subject of snowshoe racing is raised. It 
is a sport that has been around New Eng-
land for well over 100 years. Old timers 
can tell you about the Franco-American 
winter conventions, where competition 
on wooden snowshoes at distances rang-
ing from a 100-yard dash to a 10-mile 
“hard walk” were commonplace. 

Many similar “wooden shoe” events 
are still held in the Northeast and Cana-
da. Several years ago I attended a snow-
shoe event in Paul Smith, New York that 
featured similar distances. I slogged 
through a 10-kilometer snowshoe run in 
a forest and later competed on a snow- 
covered oval track in a one-mile speed 
walk, events very similar to the Franco-
American program. The entrants in the 
100-meter dash were wearing wooden 
snowshoes and they could fl y!

The rise of modern snowshoe com-
petition can be attributed to the devel-
opment of aluminum snowshoes, which 
include special racing models. It re-
minds one of the great running boom 
of the ’70s, when people began taking 
to the roads and running long distances. 
The boom could be directly attributed 
to the introduction of comfortable and 
protective running shoes by companies 
like New Balance, Brooks, Adidas, and 
Nike. The increase in snowshoe run-
ning events has gained similar impetus 
from the development of lightweight 
aluminum frames and space-age deck-
ing material which create snowshoes 
ideal for moving quickly through mod-
erate depths of snow.

Most snowshoe events are staged in 
forested areas and are run along trails. 
A typical event will often have a long 
race for especially hardy runners and 
a short race - a fun run or walk - for 
novices and walkers. The trail events 
usually include a fair amount of uphill, 
downhill, and fl at sections.

Unfortunately, the sport has not be-
come as popular in New Hampshire as 
it has in Vermont, Maine, and Massachu-
setts. Mark Vernon’s excellent Endur-
ance Calendar, published several times 
a month in the Concord Monitor, already 
has a Vermont event listed - the Tubbs 
Romp to Stomp Out Breast Cancer 
3K/5K Snowshoe Walk and Fun Run, to 
be held at the Stratton Mountain Ski Area 
on January 22. Call 1-800-STRATTON 
for details. This would be an excellent 
starting event for a novice racer. Other 
races in Vermont will soon begin to show 
on the Endurance Calendar. 

The Western Massachusetts Ath-
letic Club (WMAC) offers a 12-race 
schedule with events in the Saratoga, 
New York area and into western Mas-
sachusetts and southern Vermont. The 
club does an excellent job, considering 
that many of its races are staged in the 
forest. They prepare hot food and drink, 
offer plenty of replacement fl uids, and 
cap it all with wonderful camaraderie! 
No prizes are given but you can obtain 
copies of results by e-mail. You can 
learn more about the WMAC series by 
contacting www.runmac.com.

Snowshoe racing is governed by the 
United States Snowshoe Association (USS-
SA). One of its recent tasks was to establish 
size dimensions for the racing snowshoe to 
conform with international standards. 

Since the international dimensions are 
expressed in millimeters, you may fi nd it 
a little confusing. However, if your snow-
shoe is at least eight inches in width and 
25 inches in length, it will be acceptable. 

In events that are not USSSA sanc-
tioned, your snowshoe size would probably 
never be questioned. At a USSSA champi-
onship your snowshoes may be examined.

The USSSA conducts annual quali-
fying championships in the Northeast 
in which runners in open and several 
age categories can qualify for National 
Championships. From the Nationals, 
male and female athletes are selected to 
travel to World Championships. Previ-
ous Nationals have been held in well-
known ski resorts like Squaw Valley, 
and the 2004 World event was in Italy. 

If you become serious about training 
and racing, it is recommended you have 
two pairs, one to train in and another, 
preferably lighter, to race in. The training 
shoe would not have to be a racing mod-
el, but many runners keep an old racing 
pair for training. Companies like Tubbs, 
Sherpa, and Redfeather all offer racing 
models. A small fi rm, Dion Snowshoes, 
shows up at many WMAC races and of-
fers racing models with interchangeable 
claws and harnesses. Racing snowshoes 
average about $200 to $250 a pair.

In the Andover area we are blessed to 
have an abundance of trails and slopes 
to train on. Hope to see you out there!

Wayne Nicoll is a lifelong endurance 
athlete - a former college cross-coun-
try letterman, marathon runner, and a 
summer biathlete (run and shoot). As a 
racewalker he competed in four Olym-
pic Trials. He served as a volunteer 
racing snowshoe tester for Sherpa for 
several years. Although he is in his 70s, 
he toughs it out with younger competi-
tors, fi nishing in the middle of the pack 
and placing high in his age group.

Blackwater Ski Area Serves 
Local Skiing Community Well

Ellie George, Lynn and Garry George, and Howard George at the Blackwater 
Ski Area.  Photo by Brooks Bicknell

Snowshoe Racing Popularity Grows

See Ski Area  on page 22


