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Middle School Skit Club Performs

AE/MS Students Call In To NHPR

Eighth Graders Plan Montreal Trip

By Stephanie Peters
AE/MS Grade 5 Teacher

Mrs. Schultz and Mrs. Peters have 
started a Middle School Skit Club which 
meets weekly after school. This club is 
held in a relaxed manner, with an em-
phasis on fun, creativity, and teamwork.

The students work on acting skills; 
memorizing and rehearsing materials 
for short plays and skits; team-build-
ing skills; as well as improvisations and 
games related to acting.

The skit they are preparing for the fi rst 
grade classes is called “The Three Wish-
es.” It is a humorous English folk tale with 

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

In late May 2005, the members of the 
Andover Middle School eighth grade 
class will travel to Montreal to practice 
their French language skills and spend 
time together as a group before gradua-
tion and moving on to high school. 

While in Montreal, students and 
Andover Middle School staff members 
will visit many places under the di-
rection of their own tour guide. Their 
guided tour will include the St. Law-
rence Seaway, McGill University, Notre 
Dame Church and many other sites. 
Dining will be in French restaurants. 

Students will also view a fi lm at the 
Montreal Imax. Before returning to 
Andover they will also spend an after-
noon at LaRonde Amusement Park with 
full use of all rides and attractions. 

The Montreal trip will complement 
the French classes the students have had 
at Andover Middle School for the past 

Andover Middle School Skit Club - Front: Canon Brownell, Katie Levesque. 
Back (l to r): Jessica George, Bridget O’Mara, Steele Henderson, India 
Hurd, and Haley Peters. Photo by Gretchen Hildebrand

the moral of the story being - Be careful 
what you wish for! Performances are in 
early February. After that the club mem-
bers will focus on improving their acting 
skills through improvisational activities.

The current group of middle school stu-
dents involved have formed a friendship 
and are enjoying the chance to express their 
creativity. Any students in the fi fth through 
eighth grades who wish to participate may 
contact Mrs. Schultz or Mrs. Peters.

The Middle School Skit Club meets 
on Mondays from 2:45 to 4:15 and 
welcomes students to join at any time 
throughout the school year.

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

On January 5, outgoing New Hamp-
shire Commissioner of Education Nicholas 
Donahue was a guest on “The Exchange” 
on New Hampshire Public Radio. Dur-
ing the interview with host Laura Knoy, 
listeners were encouraged to call in with 
questions or comments. Andover stu-
dents took advantage of this opportunity 
to publicly thank Commissioner Donahue 
for all that was accomplished at Andover 
Elementary / Middle School through the 
Best Schools Initiative.

 Eighth grade student John Bridgmon 
and seventh grade student Greg Hewitt 
thanked Commissioner Donahue and 
talked about achievements in Andover. 
Commissioner Donahue was apprecia-
tive of the call and went on to say that 
this is an example of giving students a 
“voice” in their education.

 Commissioner Donahues’ interview 
on “The Exchange” can still be heard by 

By Amanda Lauster
Reading Coordinator, AE/MS

February 7 through 11 is Reading 
Week in Andover Elementary/Middle 
School. Students will be doing a variety 
of reading activities with a fi sh theme. 
This week will be about getting students 
in all grades to be excited about reading. 

Students will be “reeled into” reading 
by teachers, dressed as fi shermen, who 
will burst into the classroom to have stu-
dents start reading immediately. 

Fish Tank Frenzy will have students 
reading nightly books (or chapters from 
longer books) and putting the titles on con-
struction paper fi sh. These fi sh will be put 
in a large fi sh tank and there will be daily 
lottery-style drawings for fun prizes. 

There will also be nighttime activi-
ties that families can work on together.

Reading Week will peak with Book 
Night on Thursday, February 10, from 
6:30 to 8 PM. There will be fi shing dem-
onstrations, word games, and a special 
guest reader to end the evening. 

On Book Night the PTO will of-
fer dinner, for a nominal price, served 
at the Flying Fish Cafe (a.k.a. the AE/
MS cafeteria) from 6 to 7 PM. Dinner 

The Andover Best Schools Student 
Leadership Team and the Teen Leader-
ship Community Service (TLC) group 
coordinated efforts and held the fi rst in a 
series of fundraising initiatives to help the 
victims of the recent Asian tsunami. 

The student leadership groups held an 
assembly to educate other students about 
the tsunami and to enlist their support in 
helping victims rebuild. After a presen-
tation, students came forward with coins 
to share. Receptacles were then distrib-
uted to all classrooms to continue coin 
collecting through mid-February. 

Classes have even started friendly 
competitions with each other to raise 
the most money. Mrs. Peters’ fi fth grade 
class held a bake sale and donated their 
profi ts toward the cause.

three years. Mademoiselles Viandier and 
DiGraeve have provided French instruc-
tion to provide students with some expo-
sure to a foreign language before going to 
high school. Mrs. Gisela Darling has also 
offered extracurricular German classes to 
Andover students for many years. Maybe 
a trip to Germany is in the future!

Many students will continue with 
French classes after leaving Andover 
Middle School, while others may choose 
different languages. Students attending 
Merrimack Valley High School may 
choose from a variety of languages. 
Those languages include French, Span-
ish, and German. 

The Montreal trip is funded com-
pletely through student fundraising and 
family contributions. The more money 
generated through fundraising, the 
less money each family must contrib-
ute. Students are currently selling solid 
chocolate bunnies for Easter and carna-
tions for Valentine’s Day. 

going online to NHPR.org and access-
ing the program through the archives.

 Andover had two Best Schools 
Teams at one time, an adult team and 
a student team. The students continue 
to meet and address the needs of the 
school, although the funding from the 
state of New Hampshire that support-
ed the Best Schools Initiative has been 
gone for several years now.

 The Best Schools Initiative began 
during the tenure of Governor Jeanne 
Shaheen and the primary goal was to 
increase student learning and achieve-
ment. The rationale was that student 
performance is the critical indicator of 
school success and must be the ultimate 
goal of any school improvement effort.

Getting Hooked On Books
will include grilled cheese sandwiches, 
tomato soup with goldfi sh, celery and 
carrot sticks, chili, milk, water, and 
cupcakes with Swedish fi sh for dessert. 

This event is sponsored by the Title 
I Reading Program. All students and 
their families are welcome to attend.

Coins For Tsunami Aid

Ce l e b r a t e !
The Beacon needs your help gathering 
news of births, marriages, honors, and 
other notable events. Call 735-6099.


