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or being an active board member.
As in the past, we are in need of fi -

nancial contributions to provide schol-
arships for those who are less fortunate 
and to update the school’s learning ma-
terials. We are also in need of people to 
fi ll soon-to-be vacant positions on our 
advisory board.

If you are interested in making a con-
tribution, whether it be time, talent, or 
money, or if you are interested in enroll-
ing your child in our program next year, 
please contact our director at 735-5105.
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail in 
Merrimack County

On September 29, 2004 the Friends 
of the Northern Rail Trail in Merrimack 
County, as it is now known, had its fi rst 
organizational meeting. Andover resi-
dents Alex Bernhard, Ed Dansereau, 
Nelson Lebo, Myra Mayman, and Bob 
Ward, and Andover Snowmobile Club 
member George Burdick of Salisbury 
met to plan how to organize a group of 
volunteers to remove and cover the stone 
ballast on the old Northern Line Rail bed 
between Grafton and Boscawen. Our goal 
is to make the trail safer for snowmobil-
ers and useable in non-snow months by 
bicyclists, walkers, joggers, horseback 
riders, and people in wheelchairs.

Since that fi rst meeting, the FNRT 
in MC has held two public meetings, in 
Andover and in Danbury. Approximately 
50 people from Andover and neighbor-
ing towns attended each meeting. Key 
participants in these meetings have been 
Directors and offi cers of the Andover 
Snowmobile Club, including President 
Craig Mayo of Sanbornton, Tim Frost of 
Andover, and Steve Rosen of Hill.

In January, 2005, FNRT in MC incor-
porated offi cially. Offi cers were elected: 
Bob Ward, President; Alex Bernhard, 
Vice President; Ed Dansereau, Treasur-
er; and Myra Mayman, Secretary. Direc-
tors elected were Tom Frantz, a member 
of Andover’s Recreation Committee and 
Director of its Basketball Program, Proc-
tor faculty member Nelson Lebo, and 
Danbury resident Phyllis Taylor, member 
of the Danbury Planning Board, Com-
missioner of the Lakes Region Planning 
Commission and Vice Chair of the New 
Hampshire Department of Transporta-
tion Advisory Committee.

An application for funding from the 
Recreational Trail Program of the New 
Hampshire Department of Resources 
and Economic Development was sub-
mitted on January 21. It was accom-
panied by 12 letters of support from 
Andover, Danbury, and Kearsage area 
organizations.

Once the funding is received, FNRT 
in MC will need volunteers to help 
do the work on the fi rst segment from 
Short Street to Potter Place, probably 
some time in the summer of 2005.
Kearsarge Community Band

The Kearsarge Community Band 

traces its roots back to the New London 
Union Band formed in 1839 and to the 
New London Cornet Band disbanded in 
1941. In the spring of 1991 Colonel (Re-
tired) John Baum founded the present day 
Kearsarge Community Band. The Band 
promotes music education and provides 
community musical entertainment.

Dr. Earl Lord, Director of the 
Kearsarge Community Band, is an 
award-winning conductor and music 
educator. Under his leadership, the Band 
established its Team Musician Program, 
whereby an inexperienced musician is 
paired with experienced band members 
during rehearsals and concerts.

During 2004 Nola Aldrich, fl ut-
ist; Dave Cook, clarinetist; and Lyle 
Schubert, trombonist, provided or-
chestral accompaniment to SKIT cast 
members in “The Melody Lingers On.” 
Saxophonist Darlene Nevins, a Warner 
music teacher, has fulfi lled her dream 
of recording several CDs.

Our concert season begins each year 
with performances during Andover’s 
July 4th celebration, followed by Old 
Home Day commemorations, and end-
ing with Christmas music offerings in 
nursing homes.

We invite high school and college 
students, summer and year-round resi-
dents, and retirees to participate in this 
noteworthy community concert band. 
The Band rehearses from late March un-
til mid-December on Tuesday evenings 
from 7 PM to 9 PM in the Kearsarge 
Middle School’s music room in New 
London. There are no auditions.

Membership information may be 
obtained from either Peggy Prew, Vice 
President, at 526-6017, or from Nola 
Aldrich, Secretary/Publicity Chairper-
son, at 526-2942. Performance bookings 
for 2005 may be arranged by contacting 
our scheduler, Dave Cook, at 526-9057.
Kearsarge Lodge #81

Kearsarge Lodge is a benevolent or-
ganization that practices the principles 
of Free Masonry. We meet on the fi rst 
Thursday evening of the month at 7:30, 
excluding July and August. We have 
a meal at 6:30 prepared by members 
of the Lodge. Dress is jacket and tie. 
Our meeting place is the old Unitarian 
Church in Potter Place, which is wheel-
chair accessible.

2004 was a relatively quiet year for 
the Lodge. We mourned the loss of 
three members for whom we held Ma-
sonic Services: James Humphrey, Ever-
ett Decatur, and our Treasurer of many 
years, Richard Stetson.

We accepted three members into 
Kearsarge Lodge this year. One was a 
member who had taken a few years off, 
and two have completed their fi rst degree 
and are now working on their second.

This year at Christmas we remem-
bered our Masonic Special Ladies with 
subscriptions to The Andover Beacon, 
or poinsettias. We donated to two local 

families in need, to the Masonic Home, 
the Order of Demolay, the Masonic Ser-
vices, the Order of Rainbow, Shriners 
Burns Hospital, the Cilleyville-Bog 
Bridge, and various memoriams.

Our building organization is the 
Kearsarge Masonic Associates, which 
holds pancake breakfasts on the second 
Saturday of each month to support the 
building. These breakfasts are $4 for all 
you can eat. The Associates also rent 
the building out to the public for meet-
ings or other functions.

Free Masonry accepts men 18 years 
old and older. If you are interested in 
fi nding out more about Free Mason-
ry, getting on our mailing list, or just 
renting our building, please call Ster-
rett Sleeper, Secretary, at 735-5407, or 
“Skip” Powers, Worshipful Master, at 
735- 6563.
Merrimack County Ox-Bow Club

The Ox-Bow Club is an animal sci-
ence project 4-H club. We are a coop-
erative extension of the University of 
New Hampshire where we put knowl-
edge and research to work.

We had seven business meetings this 
year, plus three qualifying shows, ten 
New Hampshire fairs. We attended and 
won the banner at the Eastern States Ex-
position in Springfi eld, Massachusetts.

In our business meetings we en-
rolled one new member and re-enrolled 
19 members. We reviewed and voted 
on our bylaws. We decided on a candle 
fundraiser and a calendar raffl e to raise 
money for a club trip to see a rodeo. We 
prepared for our fundraisers and were in-
vited to gather sap using our steers with 
the Yankee Teamsters in Rochester.

We donated money to the New Eng-
land Ox-Teamsters Show for ribbons 
and plaques. We donated money to the 
4-H Foundation for scholarships, and we 
donated money to the Cheshire Fair for 
new scales. We had a guest speaker from 
Blue Seal who discussed feed for calves.

The summer and fall months were 
fi lled with fairs and parades, and we did 
make it to see a rodeo in Vermont. In 
November we had our annual Achieve-

ment Night, and our fi nal meeting of the 
year was in December, where we had a 
Yankee swap and a potluck supper.

We meet the fi rst Sunday of every 
month and welcome new members.
NorthEast Shakespeare Ensemble

This past summer saw the highly 
professional staging of Twelfth Night, 
one of Shakespeare’s most popular 
comedies, at Proctor Academy’s Norris 
Family Theatre.

Twelfth Night was the inaugural pro-
duction of the NorthEast Shakespeare 
Ensemble (NESE), a non-profi t profes-
sional theater company formed to bring 
quality classic theater to our commu-
nity each summer. NESE is the brain-
child of John Goodlin, a New London 
resident, who has extensive experience 
in regional theater in the United States 
and Canada.

NESE hopes that summer classic 
theater will help to foster a “win-win” 
relationship between itself and our 
community, whereby NESE would 
enjoy the strong support of local resi-
dents, who, in turn, would take pride 
in hosting such a prestigious event, 
and appreciate the opportunity to 
experience quality Shakespeare and 
other classics without having to travel 
to Boston.

Education is an important part of 
NESE’s mission. This spring, Artis-
tic Director Goodlin is giving a study 
course on Much Ado About Nothing, 
which will be NESE’s featured produc-
tion in 2005. The course is part of the 
Adventures in Learning program in 
New London. NESE will also be en-
couraging local book clubs and schools 
from elementary up to read and study 
the play.

All of this takes time and money, 
and ticket sales unfortunately account 
for only a small portion of the budget. 
Our success depends on strong fi nan-
cial support and volunteer help. If you 
would like to help, visit NESEtheatre.
org, call (603) 526-8251, or write to 
NESE, PO Box 1559, New London NH 
03257.
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AMY SCHNEIDER M.D.
is pleased to announce

the opening of her new offi ce of

FAMILY MEDICINE
at 8 Lawrence Street, Andover, NH

735-4363
Accepting new patients from 

the Andover area.
Offi ce hours: M, T, W, F - 8:30 to 5


