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Warrant Articles For Town Meeting 2005
The following are the warrant ar-

ticles that Town Meeting 2005 will vote 
on. Background information is provided, 
where appropriate, in square brackets. 

Town Meeting starts at 7:30 PM on 
Tuesday, March 8 in the Andover El-
ementary/Middle School gym.
Warrant Article 1

To choose the necessary offi cers for 
the ensuing year.

[This happens by ballot voting at 
AE/MS from 11:30 AM to 7:30 PM on 
March 8. See the article on page 1 for 
details about the ballot.]
Warrant Article 2

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $20,000 
[about $8 on the tax bill of a $100,000 
property] to pay for mapping and con-
sulting services and other costs associ-
ated with updating the Andover Master 
Plan. (Recommended by the Selectmen 
and not recommended by the Budget 
Committee.)

[For more about Article 2, including 
why the Budget Committee couldn’t rec-
ommend it, see the article on page 14.]
Warrant Article 3

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $30,000 
[about $12 on the tax bill of a $100,000 
property] to be added to the highway 
maintenance equipment capital reserve 
fund previously established. (Recom-
mended by the Selectmen and by the 
Budget Committee.) 

[The plan is to keep adding $30,000 
per year to this fund until 2008, at which 
point we will use the money toward the 
purchase of a new road grader.]
Warrant Article 4

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $350,440 
for the purpose of completing the reha-
bilitation of the Dyers Crossing Road 
Bridge and to authorize the withdrawal 
of the entire amount of approximately 
$45,300 from the capital reserve fund 
and close the account previously estab-
lished for that purpose. 

In conjunction with this appropria-
tion, the Selectmen anticipate revenue 
from the State of New Hampshire in 
the amount of $280,352. (Recommend-
ed by the Selectmen and by the Budget 
Committee.)

[We “raise and appropriate” the 
entire sum because that’s the legal 
language that the State requires us 
to use. We’ve already got $45,300 of 
the $350,440 set aside in the capi-
tal reserve fund, and we expect to get 
$280,352 from the State, so the impact 
of this article on this year’s taxes should 
be $24,788, or about $9.92 on the tax 
bill of a $100,000 property.]
Warrant Article 5

To see if the town will vote to es-
tablish a capital reserve fund under the 
provisions of RSA 35:1 for the purpose 
of rehabilitating town-owned and main-
tained bridges and to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $10,000 [about $4 
on the tax bill of a $100,000 property] 

to be placed in this fund and to desig-
nate the Selectmen as agents to expend. 
(Recommended by the Selectmen and 
by the Budget Committee.)

[After the Dyers Crossing Road 
Bridge is repaired, we will have six town 
bridges on the State’s Red List, mean-
ing they have structural defi ciencies 
that prevent them from handling “legal 
loads” (the heaviest load that could le-
gally pass along Route 11, for example). 
The plan is to keep adding to this fund 
every year, and every fi ve years or so 

use the money to repair another bridge 
on the Red List.]
Warrant Article 6

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $24,000 for 
the purchase of a new police cruiser and 
to authorize the withdrawal of the en-
tire amount of approximately $18,000 
and close the capital reserve fund pre-
viously established for that purpose. 
(Recommended by the Selectmen and 
by the Budget Committee.)

[We “raise and appropriate” the 
entire sum because that’s the legal 
language that the State requires us to 
use. We’ve already got $18,000 of the 
$24,000 set aside, so the impact of 
this article on this year’s taxes should 
be $6,000, or about $2.40 on the tax 
bill of a $100,000 property. This new 
cruiser will replace the older of our two 
cruisers. The plan is to have a similar 
warrant article every year, which will give 
us the money we need every four years 
to replace the older of our two cruisers, 
which will be eight years old.]
Warrant Article 7

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $10,000 
[about $4 on the tax bill of a $100,000 
property] to be added to the transfer 
station equipment capital reserve fund 
previously established. (Recommend-
ed by the Selectmen and by the Budget 
Committee.)

[We currently have $20,000 in this 
capital reserve fund. The plan is to add 
$10,000 every year. When something 
at the Transfer Station can’t be fi xed 
and must be replaced, this money will 
be used to soften the blow to that year’s 
budget.]
Warrant Article 8

To see if the town will vote to raise 
and appropriate the sum of $4,000 [about 

$1.60 on the tax bill of a $100,000 prop-
erty] for the purpose of repairing monu-
ments and fi xtures in the Proctor, Lake 
View and Lake Side Cemeteries. This 
will be a special non-lapsing appropria-
tion per RSA 32:7, VI, and will not lapse 
until the restoration is completed or De-
cember 31, 2010, whichever is sooner. 
(Recommended by the Selectmen and 
by the Budget Committee.)

[This is not for normal cemetery main-
tenance – it’s for repairing and restoring 
damage that has accumulated over the 

years. The date of 2010 is required lan-
guage for a non-lapsing appropriation.]
Warrant Article 9

To see if the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of One Million, One 
Hundred Eighteen Thousand, Six Hun-
dred Ninety Eight Dollars ($1,118,698.00) 
[about $447 on the tax bill of a $100,000 
property] for general municipal opera-
tions. This article does not include appro-
priations voted in other warrant articles. 
(Recommended by the Selectmen and by 
the Budget Committee.) 

[This is our usual “approve the bud-
get” warrant article, but the language 
this year is different. The State recom-
mends this language, which includes 

only regular budget amounts, not any 
of the amounts addressed in any of the 
other warrant articles.]
Warrant Article 10

To see if the town will vote to deposit 
100% of the revenues collected pursu-
ant to RSA 79-A (the Land Use Change 
Tax) into the Conservation Fund in ac-
cordance with RSA 36-A:5 III as autho-
rized by RSA 79-A:25 II. (This article 
is inserted at the request of the Conser-
vation Commission.)

[For more about Article 10, see the 
Town Forum on page 12.]

Warrant Article 11
To see if the town will vote to modify 

the optional veteran’s tax credit under 
the provisions of RSA 72:28 II. by in-
creasing the credit for qualifying prop-
erty owners from $100 per year to $500 
per year. (This article is inserted at the 
request of the 2004 Town Meeting.)  

[There are currently 117 proper-
ties that have applied for and qualifi ed 
for the veteran’s tax credit. Reducing 
the tax bill of these properties by an 
additional $400 per year would add 
about $19 per year to the tax bill of a 
$100,000 property.]
Warrant Article 12

Cilleyville/Bog Bridge - To see if the 
town will adopt the provisions of RSA 
31:95-c to restrict all revenues from 
donations to expenditures for the pur-
pose of maintaining the Cilleyville/Bog 
Bridge. Such revenues and expenditures 
shall be accounted for in a special reve-
nue fund known as the Cilleyville/Bog 
Bridge fund, separate from the general 
fund. Any surplus in said fund shall not 
be deemed part of the general fund ac-
cumulated general surplus and shall be 
expended only after a vote by the leg-
islative body to appropriate a specifi c 
amount from said fund for the specifi c 
purpose related to the purpose of the 
fund or source of the revenue. (BAL-
LOT VOTE REQUIRED)

[This is a “housekeeping” article with 
no impact on our tax bills. It will allow us 
to keep the donations to the Cilleyville/
Bog Bridge separate from the Town’s 
other money indefi nitely, or until a future 
Town Meeting decides otherwise. The 
ballot vote will occur during the evening 
Town Meeting, not in the morning.]
Warrant Article 13

Blackwater Park - To see if the town 
will adopt the provisions of RSA 31:95-c 
to restrict all revenues from donations 

to expenditures for the purpose of add-
ing improvements to the Blackwater 
Park. Such revenues and expenditures 
shall be accounted for in a special rev-
enue fund known as the Blackwater 
Park fund, separate from the general 
fund. Any surplus in said fund shall not 
be deemed part of the general fund ac-
cumulated general surplus and shall be 
expended only after a vote by the leg-
islative body to appropriate a specifi c 
amount from said fund for the specifi c 
purpose related to the purpose of the 
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