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Lake Farm Realty 
Welcomes A 
New Agent

Debbie O’Byrne has joined the Lake 
Farm Realty offi ce in Andover. She is a 
seasoned educator who has a great 
deal of experience understanding the 
needs of families and their children. 

Whether you’re looking for a larger 
home, downsizing, or just moving out 
on your own, she is ready to listen 
and help you fi nd the perfect home 
for the next chapter in your life!

Call Debbie at Lake Farm 
Realty at 735-5444

Andover Middle 
School Honor Roll
Second Marking Period

Grade Five 
High Honors
• Breanna Davis
• Michaela Trefethen
• Andrew Young

Honors
• Danielle Adams
• Chantal Caron
• Brendan Coll
• Adam Ellis 
• Caleb Frantz 
• Elise Goodwin
• Megan Hanscom
• Steele Henderson
• Derrick Nowell
• Bridget O’Mara
• Maddy Pfeifer
• Joey Rego
• Kyle Wiley

Grade Six
High Honors
• Alec Walker

Honors 
• Shawna Barton
• Emily Bentley
• Meredith Cline
• Kassie Lamper
• Becca Lance
• Emily Laro
• Haley Peters
• Sooki Vercellotti

Grade Seven 
Honors
• Kayla Dansereau
• Tenzin Dickinson
• Hannah Frantz
• Amanda Gilchrist
• Brianne Graham
• Jim Hanlon 
• Gary Mason 
• Tim McDaniel
• Lizzy Rego
• Adam Smith
• Elizabeth Stearns
• Jessica West
• Cory Wiley

Grade Eight 
Honors
• John Bridgmon
• Krystin Corliss
• Abigail Lance
• Caroline Pond
• Allegra Zimmerman

High Honors: All As & 1s or 2s
Honors: All As or Bs & 1s or 2s

By Christie Coll
AE/MS

Four teams of Andover students are out 
to prove that they have creativity to spare. 
Destination Imagination (DI) is a world-
wide program that pushes students to use 
their ingenuity, creativity, and imagina-
tion as a team to solve a chosen problem.

Each year DI provides fi ve scenarios 
for teams to choose from. Teams of up to 
seven choose a problem, develop a skit, 
create all of the props and costumes, and 
perform their problem-solving skit at re-
gional meets in March.

AE/MS’ youngest team, the Ris-
ing Stars, has six second graders. They 
have been busy since October reading 
books and choosing their favorite. They 
have chosen to write the sequel to a 
Scooby Doo story. After all, what child 
wouldn’t like to solve a mystery that 
baffl es adults or have all the Scooby 
snacks they want to eat?

Two of our teams, one elementary 
and one middle school, are indepen-
dently creating live radio broadcasts 
reminiscent of H. G. Wells’ War of the 
Worlds or The Lone Ranger. The teams 

will receive points for their choice and 
variety of sound elements, and must 
provide one technical sound element.

In addition to the main story that 
must be told without any visual stimu-
li, each team must also create a crazy 
commercial and be ready for an impro-
visation element during its skit. The im-
provisation element is a news bulletin 
that must somehow be woven into their 
eight-minute presentation.
Building A Bridge

Our last team is our most diverse. 
Seven students, fourth through eighth 
grade, are busy constructing a physical 
bridge as well as creating a skit that fi gu-
ratively builds a culinary bridge between 
two restaurants in Greece and Italy.

This team will be judged primar-
ily on how much weight the bridge will 
hold before breaking. The trick is that the 
bridge can only be made of wood, mono-
fi lament fi shing line, and glue. It must be 
longer than 20 inches, and weigh less 
than 150 grams (5.29 ounces).

One main goal of DI is to meld team-
work with creativity to develop strong 
communication skills. This goal tests 
the strength of character of any adult 
involved in DI. As a coach of a DI team 
or a parent of a DI student, one of the 
most frustrating aspects is DI’s total ban 
against interference. Teams must sign a 
pledge to allow no one to interfere with 
the development of their skit.

As adults, we can help build skills and 
provide background knowledge but not 
specifi c ideas. For example, the Radio 
teams have been listening to many differ-
ent stories on tape as well as investigating 
Web sites of oral storytellers, but their 
coach or parent can’t say “Don’t these co-
conuts make great footstep sounds?” The 
students have used their own skills and 
knowledge to create the skit they present 
at the regional meets in March.

This year our teams will be perform-
ing at two different meets. The Bridge 
team will be competing at Winnisquam 
High in Tilton on March 5. The two 
Radio teams and the Rising Stars will 
be performing at Monadnock Regional 
High in Swanzey on March 19.

I want to thank all of the adults in-
volved in the DI process: Jane Slayton, 
Marj Roy, and Gail Parenteau for their 
ongoing support; Heidi Terwilliger, 
Shannon Gray, Renee Goodwin, Brenda 
Lance, and Katherine Stearns for their 
endless hours as the coaches of the four 
teams; Keith Pfeifer, Renee Goodwin, 
and Robin Boynton for donating two 
Saturdays from their busy schedules to 
train and then judge the teams’ perfor-
mances at the regional meets; and all of 
the parents and adults who contribute a 
never-ending array of snacks, transpor-
tation, time, and supplies as the teams 
work toward their meets in March.

Break a leg, DIers!

By Emily Baker
Beacon staff and MVHS Junior

On March 17, voters in Boscawen, 
Loudon, Penacook, and Webster will 
decide whether to pass a new building 
bond. The buildings that make up the 
Merrimack Valley School District are 
in need of some serious attention.

If the vote for the bond is affi rmative, 
Merrimack Valley High School and 
Middle School and Loudon, Salisbury, 
and Webster Elementary Schools will 
all have renovations and additions as 
well as new sports facilities. 

A wide variety of changes will be 
made to MVHS. Changes include a 
new heating and ventilation system; an 
expanded music facility; a new science 
wing; new track, baseball, and softball 
fi elds; an expanded cafeteria; more re-
strooms; a face lift to the outside of the 
school, with new energy-effi cient win-
dows, insulation, and brick; and other 
improvements.

If the bond passes, the $13-million 
construction project at MVHS will begin 
at the end of the 2005-2006 school year.

Unfortunately, since Andover is not 
a part of the Merrimack Valley School 
District, Andover residents may not 
vote on the bond. For more information 
about the building bond call MVHS at 
753-4311.

AE/MS Teams With Creativity To Spare

MVHS Bond Vote


