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March 8, 2005 - A Town 
Meeting To Remember
By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

The 100 or so folks who braved bliz-
zard conditions on March 8 to attend 
Town Meeting won’t soon forget the 
experience. What excitement the storm 
couldn’t provide was more than made 
up for by the vigorous debate and multi-
ple votes over Article 17. Here is a recap 
of the evening’s events.
Warrant Article 1

Election of Offi cers. Andy Guptill 
won a three-year term as Selectman, 
beating Bob Ward 261 to 106. Bill 
Bardsley defeated Ed Becker 41 to 40 
for School District Moderator – both 
were write-ins. And Pat Cutter was re-
elected as a Cemetery Trustee over Pe-
ter Zak 21 to 10 in a write-in race. 

In uncontested races, Bill Bardsley 
and Ed Hiller were returned to the Bud-
get Committee; Marilyn Gould became 
a Library Trustee; Mary Lou McCrave 
continues as a Trustee of Trust Funds; 
Vicky Mishcon returns to the School 
Board; Christie Coll was elected School 
District Clerk; and Ann Clark will con-
tinue as School District Treasurer.
Warrant Article 2

$20,000 for the Master Plan Up-
date. The Selectmen backed this article 
very strongly, detailing the benefi ts dig-
ital maps will bring to various aspects 
of town government. Toby Locke spoke 
against the article, saying that the Mas-

ter Plan has been “jammed down our 
throats” for years. 

The meeting requested a breakdown 
of the Master Plan Update Committee’s 
anticipated expenses. The fi gures (more 
current than the estimate that was avail-
able at the time Article 2 was written) to-
talled $21,425. The article was amended 
to appropriate $21,425 (about $8.57 on the 
Town portion of the tax bill of a $100,000 
property unless the $21,425 is taken out of 
the Town’s surplus). Leighton Terwilliger 
asked if the Master Plan Update Com-
mittee would be asking for more funds 
later, and the answer was “No.” The ar-
ticle was adopted as amended.
Warrant Article 3

$30,000 for the highway main-
tenance equipment capital reserve 

fund. The meeting discussed the un-
certain health of the Town’s road grader 
and the need to be prepared to replace 
it. The article was amended, on Pe-
ter Zak’s motion, to take the $30,000 
(about $12 on the tax bill of a $100,000 
property unless taken out of the Town’s 
surplus) out of the Town’s surplus. The 
article was adopted as amended.
Warrant Article 4

$24,788 for the Dyers Crossing 
Road Bridge. After some confusion 
over the math, the article was adopted. 
This article will add about $9.92 to the 
tax bill of a $100,000 property unless 

By Judy Poblenz Perreault
Fourth of July Committee

The vote is in and the Fourth of July 
theme, by a landslide, is “Honoring Our 
Veterans.” Now everyone can get busy 
and start thinking of a wonderful idea 
for a fl oat. We encourage clubs, fami-
lies, businesses, streets, schools, and 
churches to get into the spirit and be a 
part of this year’s parade. 

We have expanded the prize catego-
ries so there is a greater chance to win. 
Theme-related fl oats will be awarded 

Fourth Of July 
To Honor Veterans

See Meeting  on page 3

Town Meeting 2005: The moderator has the complete attention of Judy Per-
reault, Bryant Adams, Peter Zak, and Gerry Hersey.  Photo by Ben Severance

By Bill Leber
An Exclusive Report for the Beacon

Every year in February the profes-
sional ball player heads to Florida or 
Arizona to shed winter fat, loosen up 
tight muscles, and build stamina for the 
upcoming season.

For old-time baseball fans like me, 
this is an opportunity to get a head start 
on the season. It is a time when young 
and old can get the interest and enthusi-
asm renewed for the long season ahead. 
It’s the national pastime. It’s Baseball!

The Boston Red Sox have training 
facilities in Fort Myers, Florida. The fa-

cilities consist of two locations. One is a 
training facility with fi ve full-size baseball 
fi elds, a locker room building with head-
quarters, and a workout building - like a 
warehouse - for indoor conditioning.

The other facility is the City of Palms 
Stadium where the Grapefruit League 
games are played, usually starting the 
fi rst week in March.

I enjoy visiting the training facility 
where it is free entry and fans are able 
to roam among the fi ve diamonds and 
observe the workouts (safely behind 
fences, of course). It is fun to try to 

Red Sox Training Camp

See Red Sox  on page 4

See Fourth  on page 2

Red Sox center fi elder Johnny Damon  
gave many fans a thrill with an auto-
graph and some friendly chatter. Now, 
about those hair styling tips...
 Photo by Bill Leber

With Red Sox legend Luis Tiant and 
our own Bill Leber putting their heads 
together, how can the Red Sox help 
but win the World Series again this 
year? Photo by  Margie Leber


