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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Artisan’s Workshop NH Pottery Planter $33 Kandy & Rick Dukette
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two Trish & Lance Demers
Christie’s Indoor Garden Gift Certifi cate $25 Charlotte Clark
Curves of New London 1 Month Membership $36 Michelle Grover
The Friendly Barber Shop Haircut Gift Certifi cate $11 Bernice & Willis Nowell
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf $32 Betty Dickerman
Mackenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate $10 Jen Braley
Mackenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate $10 Laurie Ferguson
New London Inn Gift Certifi cate $50 Lana Nelson
New London Opticians Gift Certifi cate $15 George & Barbara Upton

Winners! Contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.

Beacon Bits

The Andover Beacon is published by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a New 
Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Nan Kaplan, Bryan Johnson, 
Chuck Will, Judy Evans.
The Beacon is published monthly, as soon after the Planning Board’s last meeting of 
the month as possible. As a community newspaper, the Beacon relies on volunteers for 
most of its stories, photos, ads, production, and distribution. When you have the time 
and the inclination, please help – NO COMMITMENT REQUIRED!
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We ask for a minimum $25 annual 
donation from out-of-town or seasonal subscribers who would like the paper mailed to 
them. We welcome donations from the community and depend on your fi nancial 
support for a large part of our operating budget.
Publisher: Charlie Darling
Ad Sales: Connie Powers, Judy Evans
Beacon Guides: Heidi Terwilliger, 
Joanie Filon, Ray Mitchell, Carmen 
Bates, Doreen Perreault, Emily Baker
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Letters To The Beacon
As a candidate for Selectman at the 

recent Town Meeting, I would like 
to take this opportunity to publicly con-
gratulate Andy Guptill on his election 
to the Board of Selectmen. As I said 
to Andy right after the election results 
were announced at Town Meeting, I 
wish him the best in his next three years 
as Selectman and extend to him my sin-
cere offer to help in whatever way I can 
to make Andover a better community.

I very much enjoyed the experience 
of running for Selectman and I appreci-
ated the civil manner in which the cam-
paign was conducted, especially that 
the campaign remained focused on the 
issues affecting our community rather 
than on personalities or petty politics. 
Based on this positive experience, I 
would urge other citizens of Andover to 
consider stepping forward to serve our 
community in some elected capacity.

Who knows … you may even be 

presented that challenging opportunity 
to serve your community and to make 
a difference. Now there’s a goal worth 
working toward!

For a better Andover,
Bob Ward

It is my opinion that Andover’s Town
 Meeting is in need of improvement.
The recent Town Meeting was per-

haps an extreme example of the problems 
with our Town Meeting, but the problems 
have been there for quite a while.

In my opinion, there are two prob-
lems reducing the effectiveness of our 
Town Meeting.
Issue #1: Time Of Meeting

Does anyone think that a business 
meeting that convenes at 7:30 PM on an 
evening in the middle of the work week 
is conducive to good decision making 
or getting a good turnout of voters? Es-
pecially when the meeting runs until 11 
PM! Shouldn’t we try to fi nd a better 
time for the Town Meeting that puts the 
emphasis on increased citizen partici-
pation and a higher percentage of our 
voters turning out to vote?
Issue #2: Method Of Voting

I think the voters deserve better pro-

tection of their right to privacy when they 
vote on the warrant articles on the fl oor of 
the Town Meeting. In those cases where 
there is a close voice vote, shouldn’t we 
make available a more private method of 
voting from the fl oor without having to 
raise our hands and in doing so lose our 
voting privacy? This is a small town and 
we all have to live with our neighbors af-
ter voting on potentially divisive matters. 
I believe the “paper ballot” method is 
more desirable in this circumstance but 
that we need a more effi cient “paper bal-
lot” process which does not require 45 
minutes to complete.

The issues of convenient time for 
meeting and voter privacy may very 
well be the reason why so few of Ando-
ver’s voters actually come to the Town 
Meeting and exercise their rightful vot-
ing power. I urge the Moderator to deal 
with this situation by establishing a citi-
zens study committee to work with him 
to resolve these issues. The objective 
should be to increase citizen involve-
ment through the improved functioning 
of our Town Meeting. This is an objec-
tive well worth the effort.

Sincerely,
Bob Ward

prizes as follows: First place - $100; 
Second place -$75; Third place - $50; 
and Fourth place - $25. 

Other prize categories include Most 
Unique, Most Decorated, Best Costume, 
and Most Patriotic. The winner in each 
category will receive a $50 prize.

Sara Tracy-Arone (735-5272) is in 
charge of the Children’s Parade. All en-
trants will receive $1 and drinks. Sara 
will provide liquid bubbles to keep ev-
eryone busy before the parade.

This year we were fortunate to get 
the Shriner Bectash band for the parade. 
We are working hard to get additional 
bands and entertainment.

This year the Andover Service Club 
will have an ice cream social before the 
fi reworks.

We will have more updates as we get 
closer to July 4. If you have any questions 
about the adult parade, call Judy Per-
reault at 735-5493 or Craig Perreault at 
735-5401. To reserve Flea Market space 
call Howard Wilson at 735-5427. For any 
other Fourth of July questions, contact 
the Chairperson, Bob Ward at 735-5061. 

Fourth  from page 1

I took on the challenge this month of 
reporting on Town Meeting. Now, hav-
ing wrestled with the limitations of a 
written account, I can only say: If you 
really want to know what goes on at 
Town Meeting, be there!

Nevertheless, I’ve done my best 
to give you a fl avor of many different 
aspects of the meeting. I’ve tried espe-
cially to put the dollars and cents into 
some kind of perspective, but that’s a 
deep and complex subject, fraught with 
peril. This year’s attempt isn’t perfect, 
but I hope you fi nd it useful.

I’ll continue to work on the challeng-
es of presenting the information from 
Town Meeting meaningfully, accu-
rately, and succinctly. In the meantime, 
your feedback is warmly welcomed.
Journalism At Proctor

Peter Southworth introduced a new 
winter elective this year at Proctor: 
Journalism, a subject near and dear to 
my heart. This month I received six es-
says from the class on topics that...well, 
I’ll let Peter tell you.

“After a variety of assignments relating 
to the Proctor community, we were look-
ing to fi nd school and town connections 
and stories that would fi t in the Beacon. 

“These ‘town’ assignments made us 
realize what strong relationships exist 
between Proctor and Andover that many 
people may not be aware of.  A result of 
the class is strong interest at Proctor to 
continue exploring and building these 
relationships.”

You’ll fi nd three of the essays in 
this month’s Beacon on pages 8 and 17. 
Please don’t miss them! (The others I’m 
saving for May or June.)
I Remember When...

A big “Thanks!” to Lloyd Perreault 
for suggesting our newest attempt at help-
ing everyone contribute to the Beacon. 
You’ll fi nd several short, fun “I remem-
ber...” nuggets in this issue. Next time 
you see me around town, tell me what 
you remember. And always remember,

Everyone Works For The Beacon!


