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Don’t Let Your Bird Feeder 
Become A Bear Feeder

Don’t let your bird feeder turn into 
a bear feeder, warns New Hampshire 
Fish and Game Wildlife Damage Spe-
cialist Rob Calvert. As soon as the snow 
goes, bears leave their dens and begin 
feeding heavily on any available food to 
replenish fat reserves depleted during 
the long denning period. Homeowners 
should take action now to reduce the 
chances of a bear visiting their home 
this spring. 

“We can be assured that bears will 
be hungry as they emerge from their 
dens this spring, because New Hamp-
shire has experienced very poor food 
production during the past two years,” 
Calvert said. The mast failure during 
2003 and 2004 may cause bears to be 
in poorer condition this spring than nor-
mal. Additionally, the leftover beech-
nuts and acorns on the forest fl oor that 
bears typically rely on for their early 
spring foods, before vegetation greens 
up, will be scarce. 

Although productivity and survival 
of bears may have been reduced dur-
ing the past two years, the statewide 
population is considered relatively sta-
ble – thanks to careful management by 
Fish and Game – and currently approx-
imates 5,000 bears, according to Fish 
and Game Bear Project Leader Andrew 
Timmins. 

You can avoid confl icts with our wild 
New Hampshire neighbors – especially 
bears – by taking a few simple precau-
tions:

• Stop all bird feeding by April 1, or 
as soon as snow melts.

• Clean up any spilled birdseed and 
dispose of it in the trash.

• Secure all garbage in airtight con-
tainers inside a garage or adequate 
storage area, and put garbage out 
on the morning of pickup.

• Avoid putting meat or other food 
scraps in your compost pile.

• Don’t leave pet food dishes outside 
overnight.

• Properly clean and store outdoor 
grills after each use.

• Finally, never intentionally feed bears!

These steps will help to ensure that 
your backyard does not become attrac-
tive to bears and other wildlife, which 
is important for two reasons: It prevents 
property damage by bears and keeps 
bears from becoming nuisance animals. 
By minimizing bear/human confl icts, 
we can coexist with these magnifi cent 
animals even as New Hampshire be-
comes more developed. 

There is some truth to the adage that 
“a fed bear is a dead bear.” Once ha-
bituated to human food sources in your 
backyard, some destructive “nuisance” 
bears may need to be destroyed. 

For more information on preventing 
confl icts with black bears, visit wildlife.
state.nh.us/Wildlife/Somethings_Bruin.htm. 

People with questions about 
bear-related problems can get ad-
vice by calling a toll-free num-
ber coordinated jointly by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture and 
New Hampshire Fish and Game: 
1-888-SHY-BEAR (1-888-749-2327).

F&G Releasing Nearly 
1,000,000 Trout Into NH 
Lakes And Streams

The Fish and Game Department op-
erates six fi sh hatcheries or fi sh culture 
facilities that annually produce a total 
of 200 to 250 tons of trout for stocking. 
Close to a million catchable-size fi sh 
are stocked into 263 lakes or ponds and 
1,473 miles of streams. 

This year, stocking is starting a 
couple weeks later than in previous 
years, because snow and ice melt is 
keeping water temperatures too cool 
for the fi sh. Generally speaking, stock-
ing starts in the southern part of the 
state and moves north as the weather 
warms up.

The breakdown of species for this 
year’s stocking activity is as follows 
(plus or minus 10%):

• 451,800 brook trout yearlings; 
15,565 two-year-olds; 1,610 “three-year-
pluses” (surplus brood fi sh) 

• 273,800 rainbow trout yearlings 
• 130,800 brown trout yearlings 
• About 2,000 tiger trout go into only 

two ponds. Tigers are a cross between a 

brook trout and a brown trout, and have 
the potential to grow to a trophy size if 
given the opportunity.

Fishing fanatics take note: begin-
ning in mid-April, anglers will be 
able to get timely information on this 
spring’s fi sh stocking season at New 
Hampshire Fish and Game’s Web site, 
wildlife.state.nh.us. Streams, ponds, and 
lakes that were stocked during the pre-
vious week will be listed. Stocking 
updates will also be noted in Fish and 
Game’s e-mail newsletter, The New 
Hampshire Weekly Fishing Report. 
To sign up for Fish and Game’s free 
e-mail newsletter, visit the Fish and 
Game Web site at wildlife.state.nh.us and 
click on “Sign up for e-news” in the 
left-hand column.

Fish and Game also allows anglers 
to buy their fi shing licenses through 
its Web site and provides important 
information and publications on fi sh-
ing seasons and rules, including The 
New Hampshire Freshwater Fishing 
Digest. 

Hatchery operations and fi sh stock-
ing in New Hampshire are made pos-
sible in part by the Federal Aid in Sport 
Fish Restoration Program. The program 
is funded by motorboat fuel taxes and 
excise taxes on sport-fi shing equipment 
such as rods, reels, and artifi cial baits. 
For more information, visit wildlife.state.
nh.us/SFWR_program/sfwr_program.htm.

Small Grant Program 
Helps Landowners Help 
Wildlife

The Wildlife Habitat Small Grants 
Program provides reimbursement to 
landowners who complete pre-approved 
habitat improvement projects on their 
lands that are open to public hunting. 
Funding for the Small Grant Program 
comes through the wildlife habitat 
check-off on the hunting license. Fish 
and Game currently commits $70,000 
per year to Small Grants.

Over the past fi ve years, 270 grants 
have been authorized to conduct a va-
riety of habitat improvements on lands 
owned by individuals, towns, and non-
governmental organizations. Work 
accomplished through the program 
focuses on creating and maintaining de-
clining wildlife habitats. The highlights 
of these projects include releasing 2,450 
wild apple trees; brush cutting more than 
1,100 acres of old-fi eld, alder, aspen, and 
shrubland habitats; mowing 990 acres 
of grasslands and shrubs; and creating 
or maintaining 500 acres of woodland 
openings and wood road edges. 

Small Grants are available to land-
owners with more than 25 acres. The 
program will reimburse up to $2,000 
per year for pre-approved habitat proj-
ects. Information is available through 
Fish and Game Regional Offi ces.
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