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BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid

Pancake
Breakfast
Saturday, April 9, 6:30 - 9:30
Masonic Hall on Cilleyville Road

All You Can Eat, Only $4
Don’t miss the Masons’ famous pan-
cakes and Freedom toast with real 
maple syrup. Sausage and bacon, 
coffee and orange juice - the second 
Saturday of every month, join our 
Potter Place feast and gab fest!

Excerpts from John Eastman’s History 
of Andover 1751-1908 and from Ralph 
Chaffee’s History of Andover 1900-1965

“ April, 1818 – Three feet of snow fell 
early in April. Quite a noticeable freshet 
[sudden rise in the level of streams and 
rivers]. A late spring. ” - selected by Ralph Doe

Find your own favorite glimpse of an 
April gone by! Send it to the Beacon by 
April 17 and we’ll publish it in the May 
issue. 

This Month In 
Andover History

735-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Views
Clearing
Pruning
Cabling

Fertilization
Stump Grinding

Aerial Bucket Truck

 Insured 20 Years Experience

April Clearance Sale
PFAFF (while supplies last)

Lifestyle 2022 only $499 (reg. $999) 
InStyle 1524 only $399 (reg. $799) 

hobbyline 1032 only $179 (reg. $362) 
hobbyline 1022 only $152 (reg. $310)
hobbyline 1016 only $102 (reg. $209)

By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

On June 25, 1879 Andover held a 
great Centennial Day celebration to 
commemorate the incorporation of the 
town in June, 1779. The whole celebra-
tion took place in what is now East 
Andover because before Franklin was 
established in 1828, East Andover was 
the center of town and the site of the 
Town Meeting House.

The day began with a procession at 
10 AM beginning on “Meeting House 
Common.” The procession marched to 
“Oak Grove, a beautiful spot a short 
distance south of East Andover Village 
and near the Northern Railroad track.” 
This is the area where the Orchard 
House lakeside property is today. 

At Oak Grove the exercises, songs, 
speeches, lunch, and honorifi cs contin-
ued for the whole day. It was said that 
some 2,000 to 2,500 people attended 
the event and that “the day was perfect 
in every respect.”

To continue the newspaper account 
of the event: “At Academy Hall was a 
large interesting and valuable collec-
tion of historical articles.” These items 
belonged to townspeople of the time 
and ranged from books to fl utes, from 
pewterware and porcelain to weapons 

and Indian artifacts and even the sleigh 
bells used by Richard Potter.

From the point of view of the present 
Andover Historical Society, all of these 
items would be of interest, but there are 
some that we would especially like to 
recover. For example, the newspaper re-
port of the event says, “On one wall of 
the room was exhibited the pictures of 
all the principal men of Andover from 
its earliest settlement,” and further on 
“a copy of a map made when Andover 
was called Emerystown, over 100 years 
ago” and “the compass and chain with 
which Andover was laid out into lots, 
… the fi rst town record, sheepskin cov-
er, dating before 1782, … a plan of the 
town executed in 1768.”

It is thought-provoking to realize that 
had the town formed a historical society 
sooner, some of these items might have 
been donated and thereby preserved 
rather than lost to history by remaining 
in someone’s family, passing down the 
generations until their meaning or rel-
evance was lost or forgotten. 

But as town residents search their at-
tics and barns, hopefully some of these 
items will reappear and be donated to 
the Historical Society for the use and in-
terest of future generations of Andover 
residents.

Andover’s Centennial Memorabilia

Where Are They Now?

Our People 
Make The Difference
Any insurance agency can sell 
you insurance, but when you’re 
looking for an expert in a par-
ticular type of insurance, call the 
A.W. Frost Agency, Inc.

Whether you need personal, busi-
ness, professional, life, or other 
insurance services, call one of 
our “specialists”... in a fi eld where 
“people make the difference.”

I Remember When...

“ I remember when the store in 
East Andover was a creamery. ”
 - Lloyd Perreault
What do you remember? Let us know!

Rem i n i s c e !
The Beacon wants to publish your 
memories of Andover in days gone 

by. Long or short, about big events or 
everyday moments, our readers would 

love to share in your memories.
Call Charlie at 735-6099

 Truck For 
Sale

1998 Ford F-150 
Supercab 4x4

Small V-8
78,550 miles

Standard 5-speed
Bedliner

Tonneau cover
$5,995 - $1,500 less 

than Kelly Bluebook!
735-5643


