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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Artisan’s Workshop NH Pottery Vase $35 Donna Baker-Hartwell
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two — Margo Coolidge
Christie’s Indoor Garden Gift Certifi cate $25 Gerry Hersey
Curves of New London 1 Month Membership $36 Geri Putney
The Friendly Barber Shop Haircut Gift Certifi cate $11 Paul Fopiano
Forest Cone & Evergreen Yankee Candle $21 Beryl Sanborn
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf $28 Glenn Haley
Jake’s Market in Andover Cash Card $10 Pat and Bill Cutter
Mackenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate $10 Bart Green
Mackenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate $10 Toby Locke
New London Inn Gift Certifi cate $25 Dale & Connie McLeod
New London Opticians Gift Certifi cate $15 Lynda Rayner

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.

Beacon Bits

The Andover Beacon is published by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., a New 
Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Nan Kaplan, Bryan Johnson, 
Chuck Will, Judy Evans.
The Beacon is published monthly, as soon after the Planning Board’s last meeting of 
the month as possible. As a community newspaper, the Beacon relies on volunteers for 
most of its stories, photos, ads, production, and distribution. When you have the time 
and the inclination, please help – NO COMMITMENT REQUIRED!
The Beacon is mailed free to all Andover addresses. We ask for a minimum $25 annual 
donation from out-of-town or seasonal subscribers who would like the paper mailed to 
them. We welcome donations from the community and depend on your fi nancial 
support for a large part of our operating budget.
Publisher: Charlie Darling
Ad Sales: Connie Powers, Judy Evans
Beacon Guides: Heidi Terwilliger, 
Joanie Filon, Ray Mitchell, Carmen 
Bates, Doreen Perreault, Emily Baker

Production Assistance: David Powers
Editing & Proofreading: Nan Kaplan, 
Jeff Dickinson

Photos: Ben Severance
Mailing Assistance: Mary Demers, Judy 
Perreault
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Having been raised in Potter Place 
where my mother, Dotty, still lives, 

I was excited to receive last month’s is-
sue of The Andover Beacon. I still re-
member falling asleep to the clickety-
clack of the B&M train that rattled our 
house across from the train station. I 
remember the times in the Principal’s 
offi ce, hearing Mr. Burton’s repeated 
counsel: “The best way to stay out of 
trouble, is not to get into it.” I remem-
ber Sterrett Sleeper trying (in vain) to 
teach me to throw a curve ball, and Paul 
Fenton and my dad shaping us into Boy 
Scouts. Thanks to The Andover Beacon 
for chronicling the memories of the next 
generation.

Gregory Lull

Letters

need of dialysis or IVs were rare a de-
cade ago; now, they make up the bulk of 
the home’s residents. Most patients are 
well into their 80s, but some younger 
adults with brain injuries or multiple 
sclerosis also live there.

The 150-year-old building has been ren-
ovated several times to meet these needs. 
In 1995, for example, the county built a 
ward just for Alzheimer’s patients. And 
last year, the county spent about $350,000 
to replace an outdated call-bell system and 
some worn carpeting; to repair the boiler, 
ventilation fans and sprinkler system; and 
to add a new water pump.

But there’s plenty that can only be 
accomplished with a new building. 
Many of the hallways are too narrow 
for medical carts, and common areas, 
such as the dining room, are hard to 
navigate for patients in wheelchairs. 

Space is so cramped that waiting rooms 
double as storage closets, and some pa-
tients receive therapy in the halls. One 
wing doesn’t have a sprinkler system, 
and many doors are tricky for people 
who use walkers or canes. 

The new building, Chase said, will 
have wide halls, handicapped-accessi-
ble features and plenty of space for rec-
reation and therapy. Younger patients 
and people with mental illnesses will 
have their own wards.

“It’s got a lot of fl exibility,” Chase 
said. “The units can be set up to take 
care of different types of residents as 
the needs change.”

Once fi nished, the new home will be 
about 220,000 square feet and have room 
for 286 patients, the same as the current 
building. The assisted-living complex 
will have 42 beds when it opens, but it 
could house up to 100 residents.

The nursing home is the county’s sec-
ond big project in recent years. Construc-
tion crews have been building a new jail 
for nearly two years, and county offi cials 
hope to move in this summer.

The $24 million jail wil replace the 
20-year-old building that’s made for 72 
inmates but often holds 180 or more.

The new building will have room for 
up to 318 inmates, although county of-
fi cials would prefer to keep the popula-
tion around 240.

Home  from page 1

Today [April 23] is Earth Day and I 
am reminded of what we were do-

ing one week ago.  The Andover Lions 
Club was picking up trash along the 
seven-mile stretch of Route 4 between 
Potter Place and Danbury.  

Roadside pickup is done by people 
or organizations that adopt a stretch of 
highway and are responsible for four 
pickups each year. The spring pickup 
is the largest haul because of the long 
winter period.

To overcome the boredom of just 
picking up after irresponsible travelers, 
I count the items I pick up in my 1½- 
to 2-mile section. This is my unoffi cial 
count of certain items. 

67 Budweiser product containers
1 Coors Light
4 Coca cola
3 Pepsi
4 Water (various bottlers)
4 Dunkin Donuts Coffee cups
5 Green Mountain Coffee cups
6 McDonalds sandwich boxes
There are other interesting bath-

room equipment and car parts and other 
strange items scattered along the high-
way. After we bag it, the State Highway 
crews pick up the bags.

With all the concern about cutting 
trees, drilling for oil, burning limita-
tions, and many other special advoca-

cies, there should be more concern about 
“trashing” our roadsides or neighbors’ 
lawns and fi elds.

Enjoy your travels around the state 
and be considerate of the volunteer 
groups cleaning up the roadside. Take 
your garbage to the next stop for legal 
disposal.

Happy Earth Day,
Bill Leber

The snow is barely gone and already 
I’m thinking about Fourth of July on the 
Town Green. I can’t wait! 

Last year the Beacon had a booth full 
of lots of good ideas, hope, and energy, 
but not much else. This year our booth 
will have all of that, plus ten issues of 
a newspaper of which the whole com-
munity can be justifi ably proud – The 
Andover Beacon. 

Support for the Beacon continues to 
be outstanding, but there’s still much to 
be done to build real “staying power” 
into our community newspaper:

• Broaden the fi nancial base. Cur-
rently, about 150 families have shown 
their support for the Beacon by becom-
ing members. Out of 1,100 families in 
town, that’s a rather small percentage.

My impression is that many, if not 
most, of the rest of the families intend 
to help the Beacon with a check, but ei-
ther haven’t quite gotten “around to it,” 
or think they’ve al-
ready sent one. 
Please check your 
check register, 
and if you haven’t 
become a member 
of the Beacon yet, 
well, then this “round tuit” is for you!

• Spread the workload. We’ve got 
lots of people involved in producing the 
Beacon every month, but we always 
need more. We’re especially in need of  
“back offi ce” kinds of help at this point, 
but we always need help with writing, 
editing, fund raising, and the like.

I hope you can help with one or both 
of these two major goals. In return, 
you’ll get a Beacon that will last for 
years and years, because…

Everyone Works For The Beacon!

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
June 2. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Monday, May 16Monday, May 16 at the 
latest.


