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It might be easiest to collect your pa-
per trash in a paper grocery bag. You 
can then toss the whole thing into the 
container. Simple.

3. Corrugated cardboard is kept sep-
arate and is recycled as usual inside the 
Recycle Building.

There will be volunteers avail-
able for the fi rst couple of weeks to 
help every one learn the new sys-
tem. There will also be new signs to 
direct you. 

Rippable  from page 1

By Allison Steele
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor

[On April 5] a 20-year-old 
Contoocook woman pleaded guilty to 
negligent homicide, admitting she was 
responsible for a high-speed car crash 
that killed her boyfriend last March 
[2004]. Marie Brasier, who drove the 
car, will spend nine months in prison 
for the accident that killed 21-year-old 
Nicholas Meier, an Army reservist from 
Andover who had been home on leave 
from Kuwait. 

After Brasier is released, she will be 
required to make 24 appearances at lo-
cal high schools over the next two years, 
speaking about the accident and the con-
sequences of her reckless driving. 

Meier’s mother, Lisa, who stood 
briefl y with her husband and their 19-
year-old son to address Merrimack 
County Superior Court Judge Kathleen 
McGuire, said the family doesn’t hate 
Brasier and hopes Brasier’s outreach 
will prevent future tragedies. 

“Part of me died with Nic that morn-
ing,” Lisa Meier said, weeping. “There’s 
a huge hole in my heart that will never 
completely heal.” 

Facing the Meiers, Brasier sobbed qui-
etly. When it was her turn to speak, she 
told the Meiers that their son’s death had 
left a gaping wound in her, as well. She 
said she had taken their son from them 
and that she had lost the love of her life. 

“I am deeply sorry,” she said, her 
voice shaking, “And I would do any-
thing to change it. I would take his place 
if I could, to give him back.” 

Brasier could have faced up to seven 
years in prison under state law. But Brasi-
er has been remorseful and by all accounts 
devastated by her actions, and Meier’s 
family has been emphatic about wanting 
a positive result to come from his death. 

Prosecutors and Brasier’s attorney, Lee 
Topham, had agreed on a sentence that 
would have had Brasier serve just three 
months in prison, with the rest of her 2½- 
to 5-year sentence suspended. But after 
hearing the details of the crash, and that 
Brasier may have been driving as fast as 
105 miles per hour, McGuire insisted that 
Brasier serve at least nine months. 

“Her punishment has to be propor-
tionate to her egregious crime in this 
case,” McGuire said. 

Nic Meier and Brasier had been dat-
ing for about two years, though Meier had 
been away on military leave for most of 
the second. He had been home on leave 
for almost two weeks when the accident 
happened - time his mother said yesterday 
she will cherish for the rest of her life. 

He and Brasier were driving south 
on Route 4 in Boscawen late at night on 
March 28, 2004, and were traveling behind 
another couple. Some offi cers who inves-
tigated the crash suspected the cars may 
have been racing, though no one involved 
in the accident has corroborated that. 

Brasier was driving behind the other 
car, and the passengers in that car re-

ported that they had lost sight of Brasi-
er for a while, then she came up right 
behind them on Route 4. Shortly after 
midnight, on a straightaway, she sud-
denly veered off the road and slammed 
into a group of trees near the Goodhue 
Road intersection, the police said. 

Police offi cers found a horrifi c scene 
and said Brasier’s car was wrapped 
around a tree. Brasier was airlifted to 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center 
in Lebanon, where she was treated for 
injuries to her legs and feet. Meier was 
dead at the scene. 

The offi cers who investigated the ac-
cident estimated that Brasier’s car had 
probably been driving at an average 
speed of 72 miles an hour, said Susan 
Venus, assistant Merrimack County at-
torney. But the data retrieval system in 
the car’s airbags reported that fi ve sec-
onds before the car crashed, it was go-
ing full-throttle at 105. 

Brasier had broken bones in her legs 
and feet, and she has been fi tted with 
metal rods she will have for the rest 
of her life. Since the accident, she has 
fallen into depression and thought about 
killing herself, Topham said. 

“Marie has had a very diffi cult time 
dealing with the fact that because of 
driving at an excessively high speed, she 
caused the death of someone she cared 
for greatly,” Topham said. “She has said 
she wished it was her who died.” 

Members of Meier’s family also rec-
ognize how much Brasier has suffered, 
Lisa Meier said. 

“I realize this past year has been as 
hard for you as for us,” she said, turning 
tearfully to look at Brasier. 

McGuire said she appreciated the 
Meier family’s generosity in wanting 
to spare Brasier a harsh sentence but 
said she wouldn’t accept less than nine 
months of prison time. Brasier agreed 
to the sentence. 

In addition to the time she will serve 
at the state prison in Goffstown and 
the appearances she will make later, 
Brasier will be required to perform 200 
hours of community service and for-
mally apologize to the Meiers, if they 
wish. Her driver’s license has also been 
revoked for seven years. 

By Annmarie Timmins
Concord Monitor staff

Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor

A year ago, Deana Crucitti didn’t 
think prison was punishment enough 
for the man who slammed his vehicle 
into hers on Carter Hill Road, killing 
her unborn daughter and seriously in-
juring Crucitti and her 3-year-old son. 

But in a courtroom yesterday, Crucitti, 
of Andover, asked a judge to spare Jamie 
Brace, 33, jail time so he could instead 
teach the public about the consequences 
of inattentive driving. Brace, of Salis-
bury, was looking at his truck’s tempera-
ture gauge when he hit Crucitti’s car on 
Jan. 10, 2004. The police said he was not 
speeding and had not been drinking. Cru-
citti, 29, was 16 days from her due date. 

“This is the fi rst time I’ve seen you, 
and I have a lot to say,” Crucitti told 
Brace yesterday as he cried. “I had a lot 
of hatred, but now, I wish you no harm 
or ill. Just please share this story. I want 
everyone to hear this story and hear 
what happened and to learn from it.” 

Brace, who insisted on pleading 
guilty rather than going to trial, de-
clined to speak in the courtroom or to a 
reporter yesterday. Instead, he asked to 
meet with Crucitti and her family after-
ward to apologize privately. 

Brace faced up to a year in jail under 
the state’s relatively new vehicular as-
sault charge. Judge Kathleen McGuire 
agreed to sentence Brace to commu-
nity service instead, but she increased 
the prosecutor’s suggestion of 50 hours 
to 200. With some of that time, Brace 
-with Crucitti’s help - will make a video 
about the dangers of inattentive driving 
for driver’s education students. 

McGuire said she wants to approve 
the video’s quality and message before 
it is distributed. “I do think this is an 
opportunity for you to have something 
positive to come of this,” McGuire told 
Brace. “And I think (inattentive driving) 
is getting to be a huge problem. You can 
hardly drive two miles without seeing a 
driver using a cell phone.” 

McGuire also addressed Crucitti, her 
husband and their family, all of whom 
joined Crucitti in extending kindness to 
Brace at yesterday’s sentencing. 

“I am moved by the great generos-
ity of spirit you have demonstrated, 
and I am impressed by the compassion 
you have shared,” she said. “It would 

be very easy and more human, I sup-
pose, to be bitter. You have shown great 
bravery to come in here today. And you 
have shown great compassion.” 

Compassion didn’t come immedi-
ately for Crucitti, and when it did, it was 
thanks to her 5-year-old son, Alex, who 
was also injured in the accident. 

When Brace and Crucitti collided, 
she was taking Alex, then 3, to the doc-
tor for a bleeding eardrum. He was so 
sick and upset, Crucitti let him forgo the 
car seat in the back and buckled him in 
the front, beside her. Before long, Alex 
was asleep, slumped against the door. 

An investigator told Crucitti later 
that Alex would have fared far worse 
had he been in the back. When Brace 
hit their vehicle, the passenger-side 
airbag infl ated and enveloped Alex 
from shattering glass and a more 
forceful blow, Crucitti said. Her in-
juries, on the other hand, were much 
worse. She still limps and relies on a 
crutch. The head-on collision broke 
several of Crucitti’s bones and col-
lapsed her lungs. It also killed her un-
born daughter, Sarah Rose. 

Crucitti spent two weeks in the in-
tensive care unit and nearly a month in 
the hospital. From the fi rst moments 
after the accident, however, Alex was 
concerned for Brace. “He’d say, ‘Why 
is that man’s mouth bleeding?’” Crucitti 
said. “He wanted to know if that man 
was going to be okay.” 

Crucitti said her son still asks after 
him, and that has helped her begin to 
forgive Brace. “I’ve learned compassion 
from my son,”she said. “(Children) are 
so innocent. I am learning to forgive.” 

Nathan Crucitti met Brace at the 
hospital the day of the accident. He said 
Brace and his wife have continuously 
asked after his wife and son. Yesterday, 
Nathan Crucitti told Brace, who is mar-
ried with two young daughters, that he 
hoped he and his family could move 
on. He vowed to do the same and asked 
Brace to pray for his daughter. 

Nathan Crucitti’s father and Deana 
Crucitti’s sister also spoke to Brace dur-
ing the sentencing. Crucitti’s father, Mike, 
said the accident has inspired a deeper, 
unconditional love among the extended 
family. Crucitti’s sister, Jodi Beaudry of 
Concord, told Brace she hopes his com-
munity service will save a life. 

After the sentencing, she approached 
Brace and his wife and hugged them. 

Woman Pleads Guilty In Crash

‘I am learning to forgive.’

Please encourage everyone you know 
to recycle. The town saves thousands of 
dollars in tipping fees as well as selling 
the recycled materials on the market. 

The markets we intend to use are 
through the Northeast Resource Recov-
ery Association, which researches the 
markets to make sure the materials are 
actually being recycled and not dumped 
somewhere else. 

If the paper recycling is successful, 
we will be able to start recycling plas-
tics by the end of the summer.

See you at the Recycle Center!

Our People 
Make The Difference
Any insurance agency can sell 
you insurance, but when you’re 
looking for an expert in a par-
ticular type of insurance, call the 
A.W. Frost Agency, Inc.

Whether you need personal, busi-
ness, professional, life, or other 
insurance services, call one of 
our “specialists”... in a fi eld where 
“people make the difference.”


