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Planning Board

By Fred Lance
Andover Fire Department

Members of the Andover Fire De-
partment have been hard at work on the 
station addition approved at this year’s 
district meeting. The addition includes 
a meeting room, kitchen area, Air pack 
and gear wash room, bathrooms with 
showers, and offi ces. 

Past improvements include new 
doors to the front of the station to ac-
commodate the larger size of today’s 
fi re apparatus, a new metal roof, and a 
new ceiling inside the existing station. 

Glenn Haley and Justin Smith, both of the Andover Fire Department, hard 
at work on the new addition.  Photo by Fred Lance

Andover Fire Department
“This addition will allow us to 

house all of our existing fi re appara-
tus under one roof, as well as provide 
enough space for monthly meetings 
without having to pull a truck out,” 
commented Fire Chief John Landry. 
“It will also provide the town with a 
decontamination area in case of a Haz-
ardous Materials incident.”

Andover Fire Department would like 
to thank the following area businesses 
for their donations: Rockwood Excava-
tion, Clarke and Company Earthworks, 
and Cullen Concrete.

April 18
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Chairman Dennis Fenton, 

Selectman Andrew Guptill, Town Ad-
ministrator Mark Stetson

Jon Champagne presented photo-
graphs that he said he had taken de-
picting pooling water on Pinewood 
Lane and also showing water draining 
through a ditch that he had dug early 
in the winter. He asked the Board for 
a release of further obligation to the 
drainage problem in that area. The 
Board denied his request until such 
time as he has satisfi ed Road Agent 
John Thompson that whatever struc-
tures are installed will work. 

Thompson acknowledged that the ditch 
worked this year; however he expressed 
concern that in the future there may be 
times during the winter months that frost 
might block water from snowmelt or rain-
storms from penetrating the ditch and 
the roadway could fl ood. Thompson and 
Champagne agreed to meet at the site on 
Thursday to further discuss the situation 
and possible solutions. 

The Board again discussed Armand 
Boisvert’s offer to install another cul-
vert on Sam Hill Road if the Town pur-
chased the culvert. The Board will get 
a cost estimate on the culvert before 
making a decision. 

Thompson asked the Board to con-
sider continuing a fuel adjustment 
system on a year-round basis to com-
pensate equipment owners for the cur-
rently high fuel costs. The timing of 
the current program coincides with the 
State’s, which is seasonal and expired 
at the end of March. The Board asked 
Stetson to investigate and determine 
whether or not the methodology of the 
State’s system could be replicated by 
the Town. 

Stetson reported that Hansen Con-
struction Company is the apparent low 
bidder for construction of the Dyers 
Crossing Road Bridge. The Board au-
thorized Stetson to sign the formal ac-
ceptance documentation after confi r-
mation is received from the consulting 
engineer and after approval of the con-
tract language from New Hampshire 
Department of Transportation. 

The Board then met with Patrick 
O’Hagen who is asking the Town to 
assist in installing curbing adjacent 
to his property at the corner of Chan-
nel Road and Maple Street. Several 
years ago, the Board approved a plan 
for O’Hagen to do the work, however, 
he told the Board that he has not been 
able to complete the project because 
of the cost to do so. Fenton suggest-
ed O’Hagen meet with Road Agent 
Thompson at the site to review the 
plan, and that Thompson present a cost 
estimate for the Board to consider. The 
Board then asked Stetson to review the 
Town’s current assessment of the prop-
erty to verify its accuracy.

Stetson reported that the planned 
sale of the property on Chase Hill Road 
is still on track for a closing on April 

Selectmen  from page 5 25. [Update: The sale fell through at 
closing. The Board plans to talk to the 
next-highest bidder.] 

Stetson reported that the Town 
has been approved to receive a grant 
from the New Hampshire Bureau of 
Emergency Management to revise the 
Town’s emergency management plan 
to meet new federal guidelines. The 
Board authorized Stetson to sign the 
necessary documents to further the 
process. 

The Board signed correspondence 
to be sent to Adelphia requesting that 
the company comply with a condition 
of the franchise agreement that re-
quires the company to extend the dis-
tribution system for cable each year. 
The company has not been in compli-
ance for several years. 

The Board acknowledged receipt of 
correspondence from a licensed for-
ester acting on behalf of Ray Hollins 
that the Board determined satisfi es a 
request for information that the Town 
made of a previous owner in 1991 re-
garding a Current Use application. The 
Board directed Stetson to revise the 
property assessment based upon the 
documentation provided.  

The Board ratifi ed approval of sev-
eral existing applications for veteran’s 
property tax credits and approved 
three newly-fi led veteran’s credit ap-
plications.

The Board approved Current Use 
applications for property owned by 
Mark Stetson and also for property 
owned by Grace Stetson.

Fenton disqualifi ed himself for any 
discussion regarding Fenvale Road, 
and without a quorum of Board mem-
bers present, discussion was tabled un-
til the next meeting. 

The Board then met with Police 
Chief Glenn Laramie who reported 
that the number of calls for service 
jumped up during the previous 30-day 
period. He also told the Board that he 
has promoted Offi cer Mahoney to the 
position of Sergeant effective imme-
diately. The Board approved revising 
the Town’s full-time employee manu-
al so that the Police Department and 
Town Offi ce observe the same holiday 
schedule. Laramie requested the Road 
Agent re-install No Parking signs 
along Channel Road.

After updating the Board on the 
current status of contract negotiations 
between the Concord Regional Solid 
Waste/Resource Recovery Coopera-
tive and Wheelabrator Technologies, 
Inc., the Board approved Stetson’s sug-
gestion that Andover vote for the Co-
op to sign a fi ve-year extension option 
at the upcoming Co-op meeting.

The Board took no further action 
regarding the petition to convene a 
special town meeting. 

The Board decided to send cor-
respondence to a property owner on 
Raccoon Hill Road informing him 
that the Town will not be a party to any 
work done on his property in conjunc-
tion with the heavy rains that occurred 
a couple of weeks ago. 

April 12
Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Joe 

Stearns; Keith Pfeifer; Roger Godwin; 
Wood Sutton, alternate, appointed to 
Eric Johnson’s position.

Offi cers were elected by unanimous 
vote of the Board: Chair, Don Gould; 
Vice-Chair, Eric Johnson; Secretary, Joe 
Stearns; Recording Secretary, Lisa Meier.

Determination of Completeness: 
Minor Subdivision – Richard W. San-
born, Jr. & Karen L. Sanborn, Route 
4A. Colin Brown, agent for Richard and 
Karen Sanborn, presented a plan for the 
proposed subdivision and requested 
several waivers. The Board unanimous-
ly granted the waivers and unanimously 
deemed the application complete.

Public Hearing: Minor Subdivision – 
Richard W. Sanborn, Jr. & Karen L. San-
born, Route 4A. The proposal is to divide 
out 5.00 acres, including the present resi-
dence, from the 47-acre parent lot. There 
being no discussion, the Board unani-
mously approved the minor subdivision.

Public Hearing: Site Plan Review 
– Andover Fire Department, expansion 
of existing station. Les Fenton presented 
the proposed expansion and indicated 
that there was a discrepancy of the lot 
line between the plan and the deed. A 
copy of the deed and a written expla-
nation of the deed along with a request 
for waivers were presented. The previ-
ously requested computation of imper-
vious surface was calculated at 10,050 
square feet, which is less than half of the 

area.  The Board unanimously granted 
the waivers. The Board unanimously 
deemed the application complete and 
unanimously approved the site plan. 

Preliminary Consultation: Site Plan 
Review – Don Gross, Farm Stand, Main 
Street / Route 11. Gross presented a plan 
for a seasonal fund-raising project for the 
4H to include sales of produce through 
donations for sponsorship of activities. 
Firewood, hay, and straw would also be 
sold. The plan is for a 4'x8' or 4'x10' shed 
on wheels or skids. It will not be perma-
nent and there will be no utilities. The 
existing drive would be utilized, and the 
commercial use of the driveway needs to 
be updated with the State. After review-
ing a map of the lot, the Board unani-
mously agreed that in view of the use, 
it would be suffi cient to notify the four 
abutters closest to the actual site of the 
proposed use. The Board unanimously 
deemed the application complete.

Determination of Appropriateness: 
Residence in Forest/Agricultural District, 
Pierre Bedard as agent for John D’Andrea, 
494 South Short Street. Bedard presented 
the approved subdivision which includes 
the location of the proposed residence on 
the second lot. Bedard indicated that there 
was a structure of this size previously; the 
soil is the same as lot 1 and suitability was 
approved for lot 1; septic approval by the 
State was received and the mobile home  
now on the lot will be removed upon 
completion of the home. The Board unan-
imously deemed the site appropriate.

Discussion: Rules for Planning Board. 
The Planning Board proposes to increase 

See Planning  on page 13


