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I Remember When...

“ I remember when the Andover 
Pizza Chef was the location of San-
born and Hamp Auto Sales. ”
 - Normalee Kenney
What do you remember? Let us know!

By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

The Andover Historical Society re-
cently was delighted to accept the gener-
ous donation by Bob Ward of a “signature 
quilt” which he purchased in the early 
1970s at the Anna Roberts auction in East 
Andover. This is a very special type of 
quilt, where each of those involved signs 
her name to the blocks which she cre-
ates. The quilt is signed with many well-
known Andover names such as Eastman, 
Tuttle, Philbrick, and Marston.

Bob had this quilt documented and 
evaluated in February when the New 

Hampshire Quilt Documentation Proj-
ect, Phase II was at The Constant Quil-
ter in Potter Place. They placed the 
period of this quilt as mid eighteen hun-
dreds or Civil War. 

With the clues of the signatures on 
the quilt it may be possible for the His-
torical Society to identify more closely 
when it was made and perhaps even 
if the makers all belonged to the same 
church or other group.

The Historical Society owns two other 
quilts, both of which were documented in 
February. The fi rst is also a signature quilt, 
circa 1880. It is a potholder quilt, meaning 
that each square was pieced and quilted 
separately and then all sewn together; its 
pattern is Rising Sun. The names on this 
quilt were not recognized as local, but 
with some research it may be possible to 
discover exactly where it was created.

The other Andover Historical Soci-
ety quilt is a crazy quilt with embroi-

dery decorating the seams. Its age is 
dated as somewhat later than that of the 
two signature quilts, circa 1900.

Quilting, the technique of sewing 
two pieces of covering together with a 
fi lling between, held in place with top 
stitching, is an ancient Eastern art, the 
history of its origins lost to us. It ap-
pears to have been brought to Europe 
during the Crusades.

For centuries both rich and poor 
availed themselves of its benefi ts. It 
was used for mattresses, bed coverings, 
wall hangings, and clothing. The com-
mon man created protective “armor” by 
quilting fl ax tow between leather and 
canvas. The nobility quilted fi ne silk 
so that it would support the weight of 
heavy jewels sewn to it.

When most of us think of quilting 
we conjure the image of pieced work 
using small bits of fabric put together in 
pleasing patterns to create the top of a 
coverlet, throw or wall hanging, backed 
with fabric with a soft fi lling between 
the two layers and then quilted either by 
hand or machine.

The haphazard piece work that has come 
to be known as “crazy quilt” was used for 
many centuries and in many cultures.

Patchwork, which is planned and pat-
terned piece work, is a uniquely Ameri-
can folk art, invented out of the necessity 
for Colonial women to waste nothing and 
to fi nd a practical use for everything and 
the urge to create something beautiful. 

Some patchwork patterns are rela-
tively simple, while others require ex-
pert seamstresses to execute them. 
Housewives began to get together to 
complete the quilting process and quilt-
ing bees were part of the social fabric 
of the community. The quilt could be 
completed quickly while many women 
worked together on the project as they 
chatted, gossiped, and shared helpful 
information and news.

The Andover Historical Society’s Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse on Tucker 
Mountain Road, East Andover, has been listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. The building is open to the public June through October on 
the second Sunday of the month from 1 PM to 3 PM.  Photo by Mary Hiller

Excerpts from John Eastman’s His-
tory of Andover 1751-1908 and from 
Ralph Chaffee’s History of Andover 
1900-1965

“ May 6, 1852 – A snow suffi cient for 
sleighing for one day. ” - selected by Ralph Doe

Find your own favorite glimpse of a 
June gone by! Send it to the Beacon 
by May 15 and we’ll publish it in the 
June issue. 

This Month In 
Andover History

Andover Historical Society Quilts

Bob Ward and the historic Andover 
signature quilt he donated recently to 
the Historical Society.
 Photo by Mary Hiller

Pancake
Breakfast
Saturday, May 14, 6:30 - 9:30
Masonic Hall on Cilleyville Road

All You Can Eat, Only $4
Don’t miss the Masons’ famous pan-
cakes and Freedom toast with real 
maple syrup. Sausage and bacon, 
coffee and orange juice - the second 
Saturday of every month, join our 
Potter Place feast and gab fest!

May Specials
Altos QuiltCut 2 Cutting System

15% Off
All Books
40% Off

Sewing Machine Clearance - over 50% off selected models

BUYING ANTIQUES
735-5512

Kenneth Reid
FRANKLIN
ANT IQUE
M A R K E T

361 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235

Located  on Route 11
in Downtown Franklin

Open 7 Days 10-6

Tel: 603.934.2800
franklinantiques.com

The New Hamphire
Destination for Antiques


