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For the past two months, volunteers 
at the Warner Historical Society have 
been digging into the Society’s collec-
tion of diaries, letters, photographs, and 
newspaper clippings from the late 1800s, 
bringing into focus a sense of what life 
was like in Warner more than a century 
ago. During the next nine months this 
raw material will be transformed into a 
documentary movie telling the dramatic 
story of a small New Hampshire town 
moving into the 20th century.

“We began this project knowing that 
Warner, like many towns in the region, 
went through profound changes from 
1870 to 1910,” said Rebecca Cours-
er, Research Director for the project. 
Courser’s own family has deep roots 
in the town, and she has been an ac-
tive member of the Warner Historical 
Society for years. “But we really didn’t 
know how well the period was repre-
sented in our archive. As it turns out, 
we have a large amount of material, and 
we are very excited to be able to bring it 
to life in a movie.”

The movie will be produced in a style 
similar to that popularized by histori-
cal documentary fi lmmakers like Ken 
Burns and will be between an hour and 
an hour and a half long. Much of the re-
search and production will be done by 
community volunteers, with guidance 
from writer and video producer George 

Packard, director of the project.
“There is a thrill in uncovering and 

understanding the texture and day-to-day 
details of history that I hadn’t expected 
until I got involved in the research,” said 
Packard. “You can spend days reading 
the diaries of a woman who was born in 
1830, getting to know her better than you 
know many of your best friends. And 
then at last a volunteer will fi nd a picture 
of her and you stop everything you are 
doing, awestruck to be staring into the 
eyes of someone who died half a century 
before you were born.”

Marcia Schmidt Blaine, Assistant 
Professor, Plymouth State University, 
is serving as the Project Historian and 
will help make the links in the movie 
from the place-based history of local 
lives and events in Warner to historical 
trends taking place at the regional and 
national level.

The Warner Historical Documentary 
Movie Project received initial funding 
from the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation, the New Hampshire Council 
on the Arts, the Warner Fall Foliage Festi-
val, and the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council. Local support will be provided 
by underwriting from area businesses 
and from individual donations.

For more information contact Proj-
ect Director George Packard at 456-
2286 or george@parrotcreek.com

The 120-plus voice Pemigewasset 
Choral Society has scheduled its 2005 
spring concert series for three commu-
nities around the Lakes Region in early 
May. Titled “Friends and Neighbors,” this 
program will also be presented in Prince 
Edward Island and Nova Scotia as part of 
the Choral Society’s fi ve-day tour to the 
Maritime Provinces in late June.

Concert dates are 7:30 PM on Thurs-
day, May 5 at Our Lady of The Lakes 
Church in Lakeport; 7:30 PM on Friday, 
May 6 at the St. Paul’s Catholic Church 
in Franklin; and 3:00 PM on Sunday, 
May 8 at the Hanaway Theatre at Plym-
outh State University in Plymouth.

Directed and accompanied by Plym-
outh State University music professor, 
Robert F. Swift and his wife, Margot 
W. Swift, the Pemi Choral Society will 
perform a wide range of musical styles, 
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Did you know that there are comput-
ers with Internet access in both of our 
Andover libraries? By signing in you 
will receive access to all the informa-
tion available on the World Wide Web.

Students often visit the library to 
do research for school assignments. Of 
course, young people are usually com-
puter savvy, so they fi nd their way around 
easily. They can “Google” a subject and 
receive a list of resources for a paper.

There is a printer on each comput-
er, so information or reports may be 
printed in the library. Keeping in touch 
is also important, so they can “Yahoo.” 
It’s a kid thing.

Those of us who are older may be 
cyberphobic (fearful of computers). 

Warner Historical Society At 
Work On Documentary Movie

Andover Libraries
Our librarians can show you a few 
simple steps to using the Internet. It is 
easy to type in a subject and then scan 
a list of resources. With a click you will 
have the information you need in front 
of you. Just move the mouse so that the 
arrow on the screen points to the sub-
ject you are exploring, then click (push 
the button) and read.

As summer people arrive, you will 
fi nd the computers busier. Many of the 
summer people don’t bring a computer 
on vacation. They can retrieve e-mail 
and send a message from the library. 

The library really is so much more 
than books!
Library Trustees Meeting

The Trustees will meet on May 19 
at 7:30 PM at the Bachelder Library in 
East Andover.

Pemi Choral Society Spring Concert Series
from Renaissance to contemporary, in-
cluding two opera choruses and several 
Canadian selections.

Guest artist clarinetist Deborah Gib-
son, an instructor at Plymouth College 
and Director of Music at Laconia High 
School, will perform fi rst as a soloist 
and then with the choir. Vocal soloists 
from the Choral Society include Ginny 
Barunas from Gilford, Christopher 
Clark from Ashland, and Dan Hale 
from Plymouth.

Also included in the program will be 
three original poems written by Pemi 
members on the theme “friends and 
neighbors.” All concerts are open to the 
public with admission by donation.

Call 535-2787 for additional informa-
tion on this concert series or 535-2334 
for information on the Pemigewasset 
Choral Society.

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

Are You Caring For A Loved One?
Could You Use A Helping Hand?

For assistance with medical care and activities of daily living, 
including...

Errands
Meals

Light Housekeeping
Bathing and Dressing

Respite Care
Overnight Care
Skilled Nursing

...please call Kathy Labbe at 526-4077

Homemakers and private duty nurses available through the 
Lake Sunapee Visiting Nurse Association. Two hour to 24 hour 

care, seven days a week.

FOREST  CONE  &  EVERGREEN  SHOP
On Kearsarge Valley Road at Route 11 in Wilmot 

If You’re Looking For Quality, 
Come See What We Have To Offer

Plants • Cut Flowers • Arrangements
Wreaths • Yankee Candles • Gifts

DON’T FORGET MOTHER’S DAY 
ON MAY 8TH!

Mon-Fri 9-6 • Sat 9-4 • 526-6397

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net


