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By Myra Mayman
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail

The Friends of the Northern Rail 
Trail in Merrimack County (FNRT-
MC) met on March 16. FNRT-MC 
Board members present were Alex 
Bernhard, Ed Dansereau, Tom Frantz, 
Myra Mayman, Phyllis Taylor, and Bob 
Ward. Guest was Sarah MacDonald.

We were delighted to have received 
a copy of a letter from the Wilmot Plan-
ning Board in support of our grant ap-
plication to the New Hampshire Recre-
ational Trails Program. In addition, we 
received a letter of encouragement from 
the Windham Rail Trail.

We set our regular meetings for the 
third Wednesday of each month at 7 
PM. Our aim will be to complete our 
business in one hour, and a maximum 
of an hour and a half. 

Thanks to the Town of Andover and 
Town Administrator Mark Stetson, 
we’ll meet downstairs at the Andover 
Town Hall. Our meetings are open to 
the public and to all FNRT-MC mem-
bers – more on that below. We have 
appreciated Ed Dansereau’s generos-
ity in hosting us at the Blackwater Ski 
and Sport Shop, but the new location 
allows us to invite the public and new 
members.

Alex Bernhard reported that he has 
been meeting with a group to advise 
Peer Kraft-Lund of the Lakes Region 
Planning Board on a draft of the Lakes 
Region bicyle and pedestrian plan. The 
advisory group includes representatives 
from Laconia, Meredith, Wolfeboro, 
and Franklin. Because the Northern 
Rail Trail in Merrimack County con-
nects Danbury with Franklin, and 
Franklin’s trail to Belmont, Meredith, 
and Wolfeboro, our trail is referred to 
as “The Connector” in the draft bicycle 
and pedestrian plan.

We are planning to send out our 
fi rst solicitation for contributions and 
membership. If we do receive funding 
from the Recreational Trails Program, 
we’ll have to match it with $5,000 in 
fi nancial contributions and labor. Also, 
in order to qualify as a tax-exempt or-
ganization, we must demonstrate broad 
public support.

The categories of membership are:
$5  Friend membership
$15  Family membership
$50  Supporting or business/organi-

zation membership
$100  Sustaining membership
Once people have joined, we¹ll be 

e-mailing to members the skills inven-
tory published in the March issue of the 
Beacon to fi nd out how members would 
like to be involved in the trail.

Tom Frantz agreed to head a group 
to pursue a grant application for Trans-
portation Enhancement (federal) fund-
ing. He’ll be looking for volunteers to 
work on this task force.

In consideration of the question, “Are 
we having fun yet?” a variety of activi-
ties and programs were discussed, in-
cluding a future triathlon using the bike 
trail and Highland Lake; a bike race; a 
moonlight ski trek; and representation 
on the Village Green at Andover’s July 
4 celebration.

We discussed launching a trail 
clean-up project. Sarah MacDonald 
works with after-school groups of 
middle school and high school kids 
around the state. Clean-up would be a 
good opportunity for a Service Learn-
ing Project. 

The kids think through the whole 
project, including: Preparation – deter-
mining what they want to do, and how; 
Action – a day of service, or continu-
ous service; Refl ection – thinking about 
what they did, and sharing it with the 
public and media; Celebration – recog-
nition of what they did. 

This thoughtful process avoids the 
syndrome of kids’ coming to clean for a 
day, then are dismissed with no closure 
or feeling of accomplishments. Sarah 
will email a proposal to us about how to 
connect her interest to our goals.

It was agreed that at the next meeting 
a mission statement will be discussed, 
to craft a brief statement of purpose and 
consistent language on which all can 
agree.

Membership contributions can be 
sent to PO Box 154, Andover NH  
03216. Any questions should be di-
rected to Bob Ward at 735-5061 or Alex 
Bernhard at 735-5071.

by Rick Libbey

An intimate look at local wildlifeAn intimate look at local wildlife

Matted prints available at Matted prints available at 
Artisan’s Workshop in Artisan’s Workshop in 

New London at great prices!New London at great prices!
MooseManNaturePhotos.com

735-5323

Primroses & SweetpeasPrimroses & Sweetpeas
Hardy NH Grown Primroses & Auriculas and
Exhibition-Quality, Super-Fragrant Sweetpeas

for cut flowers in deep peat pots.
By appointment only.

735-5389 or hld@mtnbrook.com

Rail Trail Begins Fundraising
the number of alternate members from 
three to fi ve. It will discuss this question at 
two consecutive meetings concerning pro-
posed amendments to the rules and to sub-
division and site plan regulations, resolve 
fi nal wording, and then vote on adoption 
of those changes at the third meeting.

First Reading: Proposed amend-
ments to Site Plan Review Regulations 
(waiver procedure; setting of corner pins; 
recording of certain decisions in the Reg-
istry of Deeds); Planning Board Rules of 
Procedure (fi ve alternate members, an in-
crease from three); and Subdivision Reg-
ulations (consistency with Master Plan; 
allow for qualifi ed approvals and record-
ing thereof in the Registry of Deeds).

Master Plan Update: The survey was 
discussed. Ben Frost from the Governor’s 
Offi ce of Energy and Planning attended 
the meeting and spoke to the MPUC on 
the master planning process and on the 
powers of municipalities to regulate land 
use vs. individual property rights. 
April 26

Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Don Gould, Chair; Eric 

Johnson, Vice-Chair; Keith Pfeifer; 
Roger Godwin; Paul Currier.

Announcements: The Board noted 
that Jon Champagne is advertising his 
retail yard and voted to ask the Select-
men to issue a Cease and Desist letter as 
he is operating a new business without 
having gone through the site plan review 
process required by Town regulations.

Public Hearing: Don Gross, Farm 
Stand, Main Street / Route 11. The Board 
discussed a map of the site. Gross has 
talked to New Hampshire Department 
of Transportation to update the com-
mercial use of the driveway. There being 
no further discussion, the Board voted 
unanimously to approve the site plan.

Decision: The Board voted unani-
mously to approve merging two lots 
on Depot Street into one per Article 15 
passed at the 2005 Town Meeting. The 
Board signed the Notice of Lot Merger 
to be recorded at the Registry of Deeds.

Determination of Completeness: 
Major Subdivision (4 lots), DKR Prop-
erty Management, LLC. Dan LaBonte. 
The Board reviewed LaBonte’s applica-
tion and voted to accept it as complete 
pending receipt of proposed deed lan-
guage and letter of approval from the 
East Andover Fire Department. Public 
hearing was set for May 10 at 7:40 PM.

Second Reading: Proposed amend-
ments to Site Plan Review Regulations 
(waiver procedure; setting of corner pins; 
recording of certain decisions in the Reg-
istry of Deeds); Planning Board Rules of 
Procedure (fi ve alternate members, an in-
crease from three); and Subdivision Reg-
ulations (consistency with Master Plan; 
allow for qualifi ed approvals and record-
ing thereof in the Registry of Deeds).

First Reading: Proposed change to 
Subdivision Regulations to bring defi -
nition of “wetlands” in line with New 
Hampshire Department of Environ-
mental Services’ defi nition.
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