
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 2 • The Andover Beacon • August 2005

S
ea

so
n

al
O

u
t 

o
f 

To
w

n
 o

r 
G

if
t

L
o

ca
l

BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Artisan’s Workshop Music CD Heidi Terwilliger
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two Dolores Bare
Bowie’s Market Breakfast for Two Janet Eklund
Christie’s Indoor Garden $25 Gift Certifi cate George Barton
Curves of New London 1 Month Membership Thelma Frame
Forest Cone & Evergreen Yankee Candle Doris McClintock
Handknits By Judy Handknit Scarf Judy Perreault
Jake’s Market in Andover $10 Cash Card Anna Sell
Mackenna’s Restaurant $10 Gift Certifi cate Ed Constant
Mackenna’s Restaurant $10 Gift Certifi cate Jim Cox
New Beginnings Salon Biolage Products Robert McDonald
New London Opticians $15 Gift Certifi cate Vicky Mishcon
Tight Lines Fishing Svcs $25 Gift Certifi cate Keith Pfeifer

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.

Beacon Bits

The Andover Beacon is published monthly by Community Publishing of Andover, Inc., 
a New Hampshire non-profi t corporation. Board of Directors: Steve Darling, Judy Ev-
ans, Bryan Johnson, Nan Kaplan, Chuck Will.
As a community newspaper, the Beacon relies on volunteers for most of its stories, pho-
tos, ads, production, and distribution. When you have the time and the inclination, 
please help – NO COMMITMENT REQUIRED!
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Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
Sept. 2. Please get all ads, articles, 
etc. to us by Friday, August 19Friday, August 19 at the 
latest. And earlier is always better!

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

Over a hundred years ago, Rick 
Jansen’s great-grandfather would hop 
off the train he worked on and spend a 
quiet weekend at the fi shing camp he’d 
built on the south shore of Highland 
Lake. The rough cabin stood about 30 
feet back from the lake and almost as 
far above it, atop a bluff of sand and 
gravel left by the last glacier.

Today, the cabin is still 26 feet above 
the lake, but it no longer stands a com-
fortable distance back from the edge of 
the bluff. More than a hundred years 
of ice and wave action, often driven 
by harsh nor’easter winds howling off 
Tucker Mountain, have relentlessly 
chewed away at the cliff. 

In the latest skirmish of this ongo-
ing battle, the last fi ve or six feet be-
tween the cabin’s front deck and the 
edge of the bluff, complete with sev-
eral large red pines, slid gently about 
halfway down to the lake. The next 
skirmish could easily take the deck 
itself, or more.

The Jansens have been working with 
state and local offi cials for several years 
to fi nd a solution that will save the cab-
in and keep all that sand from washing 
into the lake (which disrupts parts of 
the lake’s ecology). After considerable 
study and expense, they have come up 
with a plan that both the New Hamp-
shire Department of Environmental 
Services and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers support as being effective 
and appropriate.

The plan calls for dropping the level 
of the lake by about four feet starting in 
early September and maintaining that 
low level for about a month. A contrac-
tor will come in and place large stones 
(“rip-rap”) on the Jansen’s property to 
stabilize the bank and protect it from 
further erosion.

Other Highland Lake property own-
ers are expected to take advantage of 
the lowered water level, most notably 
the Cooleys, who face a similar erosion 
problem and have worked through the 

permitting process as well. 
The Highland Lake Protective As-

sociation has discussed the drawdown 
with state lake biologists and has come 
away with these points:

• The scientifi c literature is neutral 
about lake drawdowns like this 
one, fi nding neither major ben-
efi ts to nor major problems for 
the lake.

• While the drawdown offers the 
chance to clean up quite a bit of 
shoreline that’s usually under 
water, property owners shouldn’t 
be too vigorous. Leave as much 
healthy plant life as possible – it’s 
good for the lake.

• Raking is fi ne, but you still need 
the appropriate permits if you want 
to dig, move rocks or soil, intro-
duce fi ll, etc., even though the land 
is temporarily not underwater.

The Board of Selectmen will hold a 
public hearing on the drawdown on Au-
gust 8 at 7 PM in the Town Hall. Rick 
Jansen and his engineer on the project, 
Jim Bolduc of Granite State Engineer-

Plans For Drawdown Of 
Highland Lake Unfold

The stump barely visible in the lower 
right of this photo used to be at the 
same level as the Jansen’s deck, visible 
on the left. Photo by Charlie Darling

ing in Boscawen, are both planning to 
attend to answer questions.

Shortly after the public hearing, 
the Selectmen will decide whether to 
proceed with the drawdown. If they 
decide in favor of the drawdown, a 
state-mandated public information 
meeting will be held on August 15 
at 7:30 PM in the Town Hall, and the 
drawdown would begin the day after 
Labor Day.

I’m sure I speak for everyone when 
I say, “Thank you, and congratulations 
on a job well done!” to our Fourth of 
July Committee. From the pancake 
breakfast to the fi reworks, it was a won-
derful celebration.

While our Fourth of July Committee 
clearly has the knack for making a com-
plex event look easy, don’t be deceived – 
a lot of work goes into Andover’s special 
day, and the Committee always needs 
new people and new ideas. Next year, I 
hope you’ll make it a point to help them.

The Fourth was a very exciting day 
for the Beacon, too. It marked one year 
since we began publicly fundraising to 
start publishing, and we were on the 
Village Green in style. 

I was thrilled to be able to line up 
all 10 issues of the Beacon in a row 
so everyone could see what the Bea-
con team has accomplished. And it 
was with great pride that we unveiled 
the fi rst offi cial Beacon t-shirt. If you 
didn’t get yours on the Fourth, be sure 
to stop by the Andover Service Club’s 
Thrift Shop and buy one there.

It was wonderful to talk with so 
many people who came by the Bea-
con’s booth on the Fourth, and I was 
hugely gratifi ed that fi ve people vol-
unteered to help with the editing. It’s 
that “I’ll help!” attitude that makes 
Andover such a special place.

Still, the search for volunteers is a 
never-ending one. The Beacon would 
really benefi t from two or three people 
who could write news stories now and 
then. And organizing all the photos that 
come in every month is a big challenge 
for me – I could use some help in that 
area, too. So step up! Remember,… 

 Everyone Works For The Beacon!


