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Cable Channel 8 Plugs In 
New Technology

By Charlie Darling
Channel 8 Station Manager

Andover’s cable TV public access 
channel, Channel 8, operates on money 
from the franchise fee Adelphia pays to the 
town. One of the important ways the Cable 
TV Committee uses that money is to make 
continual improvements to Channel 8. 

To that end, we’ve just fi nished a year-
and-a-half-long process of upgrading 
and organizing the station’s equipment 
to improve the sound and picture qual-
ity; to give us more fl exibility in sched-
uling programs; and to make scheduling 
programs easier for our volunteers.

If you’ve ever visited the station in the 
basement of the Town Hall, you know 
that it takes quite a stack of VHS and 
DVD players to queue up the programs 
we air each week. Is it gnomes that turn 
the players on and off so that the right pro-
grams air at the right times? No – that’s 
the job of two important pieces of equip-
ment – the controller and the switch.

The controller is a small electronic de-
vice that we program to remember our 
schedule each week. It “presses” PLAY or 
REWIND on the appropriate VHS or DVD 
player at the appropriate times each day. 

The switch connects all the players to 
the cable network and, when signalled 
by the controller, sends a program from 
the appropriate player onto the cable 
network and into your home.

Over the past year and a half, we’ve:
• Added DVD players to take advantage 

of this compact, convenient technology.
• Added a CD changer to provide mu-

sic for the Community Bulletin Board.
• Added a device to make the volume 

consistent from program to program.
• Moved all the players into a large 

rack, making it much easier to swap in-
dividual players in and out.

But the biggest change has been to 
replace our antiquated eight-player con-
troller/switch combination device, which 
had just a two-line display and four pro-
gramming buttons. We replaced it with 
a 12-player switch and with a separate 
controller that lets us program the weekly 
schedule using an easy-to-use Windows 
program on a Dell computer.

Thanks to all these updates, sound 
and picture quality are improving, and 
running the station is easier and more 
effi cient than ever. 

Channel 8 is always looking for ways to 
help the community get involved with vid-
eo. We have the equipment and expertise 
to help you learn to shoot video, edit video, 
schedule programs at the station, post new 
Community Bulletin Board items, or help 
in other ways. No experience is necessary 
– we’re all learning as we go! 

Contact Charlie at 735-6099 for more 
information or to arrange for a personal 
tour of the Channel 8 station. 

The Historical Society’s museum at 
Potter Place is open for the summer 
on Saturdays from 10 AM to 3 PM 
and Sundays from 1 to 3 PM. The 
Tucker Mountain Schoolhouse (see 
Ed Hiller’s map below) is open on the 
second Sunday of every month from 
June to October from 1 to 3 PM.

I Remember When...

“ …I worked for the sawmill on 
Sucker Brook loading box board 
(not good enough for lumber, but 
good enough for making boxes) onto 
railroad boxcars on the rail spur at 
Highland Lake Channel. ” – Lloyd Perreault
What do you remember? Let us know!

I Remember When...

“ …Friday, May 9, 1947: The 
Youth Group of the North Congre-
gational Church of Concord (myself 
included) set out on bicycles – re-
member the single-speed bikes with 
balloon tires? – after school for an 
overnight camping trip to Andover.

“ After dark, and tired, we spot-
ted a fi eld by the road, set up our 
pup tents, and were soon asleep. 

“ Early the next morning we 
were awakened by the milk train as 
it roared into Potter Place. We soon 
realized that we had camped next 
to a busy railroad station, far from 
our lake destination.

“ As we returned to Concord, 
snow provided a second challenge. 
This was one of those long winters 
that extended into May. ” – Ken Gould
 Jack Rabbit Farm
 Rumney
What do you remember? Let us know!

I Remember When...

“ …we ladies had to sprinkle our 
laundry and put our fl at irons on the 
stove to iron the wash. Even on a 
hot day we had to keep a fi re and 
do the ironing because our laundry 
was wet and if we didn’t iron it, the 
clothes would mildew. ” – Faith Downes
What do you remember? Let us know!

I Remember When...

“ …Andover had a Miss Andover 
contest to raise money for New 
London Hospital Days. ” – Sandy (Cleaves) Engle
[Sandy was Miss Andover in 19   .]
What do you remember? Let us know!
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Spring Ledge Farm
Mon.-Fri. 9-6
Saturday 9-5:30
Sundays 10-3
526-6253

At Spring Ledge Farm,
growing in the fields ready for harvest.
Fresh for tomorrow’s picnic and supper.
Our Own Fresh Produce - Picked Daily.

No Cross-country trucking required.

37 Main St.
New London, NH 03257

www.springledgefarm.com
for calendar of events

Fresh Produce Picked Daily

Our Own Tomatoes, Sweet corn available in season.

Its 8:02 P.M.
Do you know where

your Carrots are?

Sweet Corn
Our Own Tomatoes, Carrots, Squashes,

Cucumbers, Herbs, Flowers, Lettuces, Salad
Greens, and much more.

PYO Flowers & Herbs now open.
Rent-a-Pot of flowers.


