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By Anne Hewitt
Beacon staff

The Highland Lake drawdown is 
scheduled to begin on September 12. 
The water level at the dam will be re-
duced by 2½ feet. This reduction was 
requested by shoreline property owner 
Rick Janson in order to perform erosion 
control measures.

A public hearing was held on August 
8. The water reduction level, notifi ca-
tion of abutting property owners, and 
timing of the event were discussed. The 
Selectmen announced the September 
12 date at their August 15 meeting.

Drawing the water down 2½ feet be-
low the normal summer level is expected 
to take a couple of weeks. The Janson’s 
erosion control work should take about 
seven working days. When the work is 
done, the boards in the dam will be ad-
justed to allow the lake to refi ll to its nor-
mal winter level, which is about a foot 
below the normal summer level.

The length of time for the drawdown, 
the planned work on the Janson’s shore-
line, and refi lling the lake to its normal 
winter level will vary depending on 
weather conditions and rainfall.
A Little History

The dam structure that controls 

Highland Lake’s water level is located 
near the intersection of Maple Street 
and Channel Road in East Andover. The 
current dam was put in about 25 years 
ago. A major draw down was required 
for installation. Water level changes 
have also occurred over the years to 
perform dam inspections, fi shery recla-
mation, and construction projects.

Bryant Adams is known – unof-
fi cially – as a historian concerning 
matters about Highland Lake. He has 
lived at 18 Maple Street since he was 
6 months old – so that’s now 78 years. 
The view from his front window is the 
Channel; directly adjacent is the dam 
and Mill Brook.

Bryant’s memories include the rail-
road operation, a stocking mill, gen-
eral store, post offi ce, and barbershop 
along the shoreline. A house and barn 
on the narrow slice of land across the 
road from his home were taken down 
when his family bought the land, and 
replaced by fl ower gardens. A smaller, 
well-kept version of that landscaping 
still remains.

Highland Lake water was once stored 
in a tower for train operations. When 
most of the town’s men went off in ‘41 

By Mike Vercellotti
Andover Village Water District

This spring the Dam Bureau of the 
New Hampshire Department of Envi-
ronmental Services (NHDES) requested 
the removal of trees and some minor re-
pairs to the Bradley Lake dam. The dam 
is maintained by the Andover Village 
Water District on privately owned land 
on the northeast end of Bradley Lake. 

After a relatively wet June, and in 
an effort to complete the work by the 
NHDES August 1 deadline, lake home 
owners were verbally notifi ed and in the 
beginning of July the District attempted 
to lower the lake level by six to eight 
inches so that the repairs could be made. 

Andrews Construction of Campton 
was hired by the District to remove 
trees growing on the dam, repair em-
bankment erosion, and patch concrete 
at the spillway base and on the dam 
headwalls. Andrews installed a tem-
porary silt fence adjacent to the beach 
area until the embankment becomes 
stabilized with grass. 

Additional work to repair or replace 
concrete on the dam will likely be re-
quired next year. The District Commis-
sioners appreciate everyone’s patience 
and cooperation with getting the re-

pairs completed during the busy sum-
mer season.

Vandals have recently removed rocks 
from the dam and damaged the spill-
way boards which control the lake level. 
Since damage to the dam could result 
in a serious threat to public safety, New 
Hampshire law dictates that persons 

By Shannon Camara
Concord-Merrimack County SPCA

On July 29, Concord-Merrimack 
County SPCA staff were called to a 
location in Andover to remove 16 live 
dogs and the bodies of three dogs who 
had died from gunshot wounds to the 
head. The New Hampshire State Police, 
Dr. Matt Mason of Blackwater Veteri-
nary Services, and SPCA staff worked 
to remove 13 adult dogs and three pup-
pies, an ordeal which took approxi-
mately seven hours.

Unfortunately, the majority of the 
dogs behaved as feral dogs. Lacking 
any human contact or socialization in 
their lives and living under conditions 
that create aggression, they had to be 
euthanized.

Their fate has been extremely diffi -
cult for our staff, as it was recognized 
that these dogs never had a chance. 
There were no balls thrown to them, 
no hugs from their human, no hiking 
excursions, no kindness, and no love. 
Their loss has made the remaining dogs 

even more precious.
One rescued puppy, named Huckle-

berry, was suffering from malnutrition 
and has an injured eye. Huckleberry is 
currently in a foster home learning to 
live with a family and enjoy human in-
teraction.

His foster mother informs us that he 
is blind in one eye and has only partial 
sight in the other eye. Socially he is doing 
well adjusting to his new environment.

The other two puppies, named Jen-
essica and Birdie, are learning to trust 
humans and working on housetraining 
and leash walking. All three puppies 
are still very cautious.

In general their behaviors are much 
like a young puppy, although they are 
around six months old. They love their 
toys and playing with each other but do 
not always know what to expect from 
their human friends.

The adults, a male called Mick and 
a female called Angie, are also adjust-
ing to human interaction. Mick, who 

Lake Drawdown Set To 
Begin On September 12

Rescued Dogs Start New Lives At SPCA

Jenessica (l) and Huckleberry are still fearful, but beginning to adjust.

Starting September 12, the water lev-
el in Highland Lake will be lowered by 
about 2 ½ feet. Pictured above is the 
dam at the end of the Channel show-
ing (roughly to scale) the amount of 
the drawdown. Photo: Charlie Darling

See Dogs  on page 2

See Lake  on page 2

See Dam  on page 2

Paul Gunther (l) looks on as Jack Paige fi res up his portable blacksmith’s 
forge at the Andover Historical Society’s 19th Century Fair in Potter Place. 
For more Fair pictures, turn to page 3. Photo by Charlie Darling

Bradley Lake Dam Repaired


