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By Sally Bergquist
Kearsarge Unit. Univer. Fellowship

On Sunday afternoon, September 
25, members of the Kearsarge Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship, which 
meets at Proctor Academy, walked in 
the Church World Service Crop Walk. 
The walk took place around Pleasant 
Lake in Elkins.

By Anne Hewitt
Beacon staff

Rural living, as we know here in 
Andover, has its advantages and dis-
advantages. Residing in the country 
requires doing without services such 
as bus transportation, trash pickup, and 
super stores.

Many of the services we do enjoy 
result from the hard work of many vol-
unteer organizations – their hard-work-
ing members and generous supporters. 
Our Town committees, service clubs, 
fi re departments, and ambulance squad 
are a few of the two dozen groups that 
recruit unpaid helpers. 

The projects and activities accom-
plished by these groups have resulted 
in extracurricular youth programs, rec-
reation facilities, scholarships, and aid 
to families in need. Fund raising events 
have become commonplace – car 
washes, bake sales, rummage sales, etc. 
– and all provide services at economical 
prices and funds for good causes.

The Andover Lions Club recently 
celebrated its 50th anniversary, and 
current membership stands at 45. “New 
members interested in the goals of Li-
onism are always welcome,” said Mem-
bership Director Howard George. “Re-
cruitment by current members seems 
to be the best way to obtain active and 
committed new members.”

The Andover Service Club is one 
organization that is not feeling a pinch. 
“Our membership continues to remain 
strong at about 100,” President Sara Tra-
cy-Arone reported. “To me that refl ects 
on the commitment of the community.”

Other groups, such as the Fourth of 
July Committee, the Cable TV Com-
mittee, the Recycling Committee, and 
the Beacon are always looking for more 
members.
Essential Assistance

Emergency services are vital for our 
safety. Volunteer members of the Res-
cue Squad and fi re departments must 
attend monthly meetings, take manda-
tory courses for skill certifi cation, and 
be on call 24/7 for all types of emergen-
cies – all on their own time.

“We don’t have a large base to draw 
from, and membership is down,” Amy 
Fecteau of the Rescue Squad reported. 
“We’re always looking for new mem-
bers.” Anyone who is interested is wel-
come to attend a meeting, the second 
Tuesday of every month, at the East 
Andover Fire Station.

The Andover Fire Department’s fi re-
fi ghter recruitment got a recent boost in 
membership that coincided with its fa-
cility improvement. Andover Firefi ghter 
Fred Lance thinks that the building ex-
pansion may have helped. “People want 
to be part of something that is moving 
in a positive direction. We now can 
meet without moving a fi re truck out of 
the building.”

The fi re and rescue departments of-
ten reimburse member personnel for the 
costs for required training programs.
Government on a Budget

Several Town committees that make 
decisions and recommendations to the 
Selectmen are also made up of unpaid 
volunteers. Some committees, such 
as the Budget Committee, the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment, the Planning 
Board, and the Conservation Commis-
sion are regulated by state statute as to 
their duties, number of members, and 
how they manage funds.

Alternate committee members are 
often needed to fi ll positions in the ab-
sence of a regular member when a vote 
is needed or when a position is tempo-
rarily vacant. Additionally, “ad-hoc” 
committees are created for specifi c 
purposes, such as when the Town Hall 
reconstruction was proposed or for re-
searching Road Agent and Police De-
partment issues.

Andover is fortunate that most posi-
tions within these groups have histori-
cally been adequately staffed. A dedi-
cated and active citizenry can help make 
the best choices for the community.

At least one longtime Andover fund-
raising tradition – the monthly pancake 
breakfast at the Masonic Hall in Potter 
Place – has recently slipped into the 
history books. As announced by Lodge 
Secretary Sterrett Sleeper in the Letters 

section of this month’s Beacon (page 2), 
the Kearsarge Masonic Associates have 
decided to discontinue the breakfasts. 
At stake is funding for the building’s 
maintenance, a community resource 
that many organizations use.

The charitable work of the Masons 
is done more behind the scenes than 
the work of some groups. They sup-
port the Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion program (DARE), donate to needy 
families, and help support the Masonic 
Home in Manchester.
Something for Everyone

For everyone, interests and activities 
change. The East Andover Village Pre-
school advisory board, the Boy Scouts 
and Girl Scouts, the Recreation Com-
mittee sports coaches, the Andover 
Snowmobile Club, and the Highland 
Lake Protective Association are a few 
more of the many groups that require 
dedicated individuals to function.

“Diff’rent strokes for diff’rent folks,” 

(L-r) Dee LeBeau, Martin LeBeau, Sally Bergquist, Sandra LeBeau, and Liz 
Meller participated in Crop Walk 2005. Photo: Bob Bergquist

Volunteering In Andover: 
A Proud Tradition Continues

KUUF Members Join In Crop Walk 2005
Money was raised to help millions of 

people around the world who walk long 
distances every day to get water for dai-
ly needs, to fi nd medical care when ill-
ness strikes, to fi nd safe shelter in times 
of war or disaster, to go to school, etc.

For more information, visit the 
Church World Service Web site at 
ChurchWorldService.org.

the saying goes. The sentiment most 
agreed on is that Andover is a great 
place to live, and that the commitment 
to community involvement is its great-
est asset.

If you’d like to become involved with 
any one of the many committees and or-
ganizations that serve our community but 
don’t know how to contact the one you’re 
interested in, just contact the Beacon at 
info@AndoverBeacon.com or 735-6099 
and we’ll be happy to put you in touch.

MacKENNA’S
R E S TAU R A N T

New London Shopping Center
526-9511

Monday - Friday: 6:30 AM to 8 PM
Saturday: 7 AM to 8 PM
Sunday: 8 AM to 2 PM

Debbie MartinDebbie Martin
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Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate

Town Matters
The Beacon needs volunteers to help 

with reporting about town news 
and/or taking pictures around town. 

Do as much or as little as suits 
your schedule, but please help! 

The Beacon is not just about our com-
munity – it’s by our community. 

Call Charlie at 735-6099


