
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 18 • The Andover Beacon • November 2005

By Heidi St. Jacques
Oxbow 4-H Club

8 AM Friday, September 23: Five 
young ladies and fi ve young men, ages 
12 to 18, gather at the Hopkinton State 
Fairgrounds to load their prize-winning 
steer onto two trailers for the three-hour 
trip to West Springfi eld, Massachusetts. 
These teamsters have earned the honor 
to represent the state of New Hampshire 
in the Youth Working Steer Show at The 
Big E (the Eastern States Exposition).

Once the teamsters arrive they are 
non-stop action. They create a dis-
play area, tend their animals, check in 
at their dorm, and attend orientation 
where they meet all the other states’ 
team members. There are ten teamsters 
from Maine, four from Connecticut, 
and two from Vermont.

12:30 PM Saturday, September 24: 
It’s show time! Our goal as a team is to 
be awarded as many points as possible by 
the judge. Points are awarded as follows: 
fi rst place blue ribbon, 13 points; second 
place blue ribbon, 12 points; third place 
blue ribbon, 11 points; all other blue rib-
bons, 10 points. Red ribbons are eight 
points, and white ribbons are six points.

New Hampshire gets off to a good 
start with second place and third 
place blue ribbons in Senior Fitting and 
Showmanship by Charlie St. Jacques 
and Sophie Courser, and both the fi rst 
and second place blue ribbon in the Ju-
nior Fitting and Showmanship class by 
Devon Farr and Nick Rowe. 

It’s apparent that the judge, Dean An-
derson of Concord, is not handing out a 
blue ribbon unless he feels the teamster 
has gone above and beyond his expecta-
tions, as all the other teamsters get red 
or white ribbons. Emotions run high 
and many teamsters are disappointed.

Saturday night: The Quiz Bowl is 
good fun. It doesn’t count toward the 
title or the banner but, for the record, 
New Hampshire won by a landslide.

8 AM Sunday, September 25: At 
Junior Cart Class stress is high. Metal 
gates are set up by the judge and most 
of these animals haven’t been around 
gates. The course has a fi ve-minute 

time limit. In the end, New Hampshire 
is awarded the only two blue ribbons: 
fi rst place to Nick Rowe and second 
place to Devon Farr.

5 PM Sunday: The Pulling Com-
petition. In the Senior class only one 
blue ribbon is awarded – to Charlie 
St. Jacques. All the other teamsters re-
ceive red or white. The Junior class is 
awarded only two blue ribbons. They 
go to Devon Farr and Nick Rowe. 
Third place is Kellie St. Jacques of New 
Hampshire, however the judge felt the 
performance was only deserving of a 
red ribbon, another big disappointment 
for the teamsters who gave outstanding 
performances, but just not to the perfec-
tion the judge was looking for.

8:30 AM Monday, September 26: 
The fi nal day – Senior Cart Class. This 
class is always the most stressful. Every-
one is tired, and usually the total points 
for the weekend could go either way 
depending on the outcome of this class. 
Some really great performances are giv-
en by the teamsters, but the judge again 
disappoints many, awarding only three 
blues. The fi rst place blue ribbon goes 
to Stefan Winslow of Maine, and second 
and third places to Bryan Tasker and So-
phie Courser of New Hampshire.

2 PM Monday: The Awards Cere-
mony in the Coliseum. Congratulations, 
New Hampshire! Our team wins the 
Sweepstakes Banner! A fi rst place Se-
nior Teamster award along with a $200 
savings bond is awarded to Charlie St. 
Jacques. Second place goes to Stefan 
Winslow of Maine, and a tie for third 
place goes to Sophie Courser of New 
Hampshire and Seth Bell of Maine. The 
fi rst place Junior Teamster and savings 
bond goes to Devon Farr. Second place 
goes to Nick Rowe, and third place to 
Justin Winslow of Maine.

As a fi nal note, the judge, Dean An-
derson, called a meeting after the awards 
ceremony and spoke to the teamsters as 
a group about how hard he had judged 
them. He didn’t wish to discouage any-
one, and he knew each individual that 
was there had earned their spot and 
they were the best.

By Josh Bennett
Andover Boy Scouts

The Boy Scouts went to the Fall 
Camporee on September 30 through 
October 2 at the Canaan Raceway. The 
theme was Knots and Lashings, and 
the scouts also got to go to the raceway. 
They had a fun time at the races.

Andover Troop 489 had their annual 
Haunted House on October 22 at the old 
Salisbury Fire Station. Everyone had a 
good scream at this terrifying frightfest.

The Scouts will be putting out bags on 
November 12 for their annual food drive. 
We put them on doorknobs in our own 
neighborhoods. Pick up will be on Novem-
ber 19 from 8 AM to 9 AM. All the bags 
go to Franklin National Guard Armory 
and from there to Franklin Food Bank.

Please donate dried and/or canned foods 
for the local needy. For more information 
about the food drive, call 735-6142.

Our Senior Patrol Leader, Brian 
Clark, went to the Boy Scout Philmont 
High Adventure Camp in New Mexico 
this summer. The theme there was fi t-
ness, self-dependence, and “leave no 
trace.” Brian said, “The camp is for 
scouts 14 years and older who wish to 
have great adventures and new expe-
riences outdoors.” Brian is currently 
working on his Eagle Rank.

Front (l-r): Devon Farr (Northwood), Kelsey Brown (Strafford), Sophie Courser 
(Warner), Charlie St. Jacques (Andover), Nick Rowe (Sutton), Danielle Huppe 
(Farmington), Kellie St. Jacques (Andover). Back row: Dorm Mother Heidi St. 
Jacques (Andover), Jared Labelle (Springfi eld), Bryan Tasker (Strafford), Fear-
less Leader Bob Pearson (Webster), Ben Allen (Lee). Photo: Heather Rowe

Oxbow 4-H Club Wins At “Big E”

Boy Scouts

Brianna Hastie of Salisbury uses fake 
gore to great effect at Troop 489’s 
Haunted House. Photo: Carmen Bates

By Carmen Bates 
For the Beacon 

The Cub Scouts are out selling 
popcorn to earn cool prizes and mon-
ey for Pack 489. 

They are selling many varieties of 
popcorn, from microwave to already 
popped. If you are interested in buying 
some and have not seen a Cub Scout, 
you can call Carmen Bates at 735-5589. 
We still have some popcorn available 
for delivery now. Otherwise, popcorn 
orders will be placed on November 3 
and deliveries will begin on November 
19. So place your orders right away!

Cub Scouts
Jeff Bates (l) and Kyle Smart sold pop-
corn at Lake Sunapee Bank.

Danny Nelson, Leon and Sue Nel-
son’s son, raced this summer at the 
Jolly Rogers race track in Lempster. 
He won the fourth place champion-
ship trophy in the New Hampshire 
Challenge Series. Danny received 
his championship trophy at a 
banquet on October 8 at the race 
track.  Photo: Sue Nelson


