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Springfi eld resident Deborah Coffi n 
signed up for her fi rst quilt class in Janu-
ary. She was a longtime crafter (a juried 
member of the League of New Hampshire 
Craftsmen) but had never quilted before. 
That is, until she signed up for a course at 
The Constant Quilter in Andover.

“The only class being offered at 
the time was called Path of Roses or 
Drunkard’s Path. It looked terribly com-
plicated, yet I was assured that I would 
be able to fi nish it without trouble,” she 
recalls. “I’ve completed my quilt, and 
since fi nished a second class and a sec-
ond quilt. Now I am about to embark 
on a smaller version of the Dear Jane 
quilt, a design based on the 1863 Jane 
A. Stickle quilt.”

The Constant Quilter, owned by Lin-
da Barnes, inspires many stories like 
Coffi n’s. “Quilting is something anyone 
can do,” Barnes says. “It’s stress reliev-
ing and very absorbing. In fact, you get 
so involved in what you are doing that 
you forget all your cares. One warn-
ing: Quilting is addicting. Once you’re 
hooked, you’re a goner.”

Barnes has sewed since junior high 
school. But she didn’t make her fi rst 
quilt until the 1970s. Almost three de-
cades – and 30 quilts – later, Barnes, a 
former New York City lawyer, moved 
to New Hampshire and decided to make 
her hobby into a business. A 200-year-
old farmhouse on Pancake Road was 
transformed into a quilting supply shop 
(with sewing machines, fabric, notions, 
books and patterns), a classroom, and 
an antique shop in March 2004.

Barnes offers classes from basic – 
learning how to select fabric for a quilt 
top and preparing it with tools such as a 
rotary cutter – to machine quilting your 
quilt top, and choosing borders and 
binding to fi nish the quilt. She teach-
es new techniques such as “stack and 
whack” (a kaleidoscope pattern) and a 
short-cut applique process using fusible 

web fabric and a hot iron. 
The technology has changed as well; 

machine quilting can now be computer-
operated with Barnes’ 14-foot indus-
trial quilting machine called the Statler 
Stitcher. It is one of two in the state of 
New Hampshire and boasts a perfect 
stitch for any pattern. Barnes estimates 
she’s machine quilted 100 quilts this 
past year.

Although Barnes enjoys learning 
– and teaching – the latest techniques, 
she is honored to share a women’s craft 
with others. “Quilting is a wonderful 
piece of women’s history,” she says. 
“Women used to take a scrap of a dress 
that they couldn’t wear anymore and 
turn it into something beautiful. I am 
thrilled that people are showing more 
interest in it.”

Article provided courtesy of 
Kearsarge Magazine. For more infor-
mation, visit KearsargeMagazine.com.

Holiday Holiday 
Open HouseOpen House

Quilts 

For Sale
Refreshments

Fri, Dec 9, 5-9 • Sat, Dec 10, 10-5 • Sun, Dec 11, 12-5

SALES 
on fabric, sewing machines, 
gift certifi cates

DEMONSTRATIONS 
and videos of PFAFF sewing 
and embroidery machines

DOOR PRIZES every day
RAFFLE to benefi t The 
Andover Service Club
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT 
WORKSHOP 
Saturday from 10 to 3

at

FEATURING LOCAL ARTISTS:
 JOYCE LAI - Pearl Jewelry - Friday evening
 SHARON DARLING - Art Quilts
 SALLY PELLETIER - Stained Glass
 JULIA PHILIPSON - Quilts & Stained Glass
 CHRIS MAJOR - Doll Quilts & Flower Origami

...and our (un)usual selection of Antiques and
Collectibles by Stone Meadow Farm and 

JLP Consignments
The Constant QuilterThe Constant Quilter
Pancake Road and Route 11,  AndoverPancake Road and Route 11,  Andover
Info@ConstantQuilter.com • www.ConstantQuilter.com • 735-4100

If you don’t have the time to make 
your own handcrafted gifts this holiday 
season, the next best thing is to give a 
gift that was made right here in New 
Hampshire. “Buying local” not only 
supports New Hampshire’s small busi-
nesses, but your gift will have the added 
value of being meaningful because of 
its New Hampshire origins.

Locally, Country Pine Furniture in 
Andover sells big and small pieces of 
furniture and decorative accessories 
made of wood. The Flying Goose Pub 
in New London makes and sells its own 
beer and root beer. Morgan Hill Book-
store has a local author section, as well 
as books about many aspects of New 
Hampshire.

Also in New London, Peter Chris-
tian’s sells its own mustard, and Jack’s 
Coffee sells their own brand of coffee, 
as well as creating ready-to-go meals 
that are perfect for your holiday par-
ties and guests. CB Coburn and Han-
naford’s both carry some specialty New 
Hampshire-made food items.

In Danbury, there’s the Danbury Inn 
and Alpine Bistro Restaurant. Many of 
these businesses also sell gift certifi -
cates. Further afi eld, the Country Braid 
Shop in Tilton sells braided rugs, and 
Sawyer Trading Company in Franklin 
designs lamps with navigational maps 
of any body of water you want to put on 
the base. 

 To locate a local craftsman or mer-
chant or to get more ideas on what to 
give this holiday season, visit NHMade.
com, the Web site maintained by New 
Hampshire Made – based here in 
Andover – the organization that pro-
motes New Hampshire-made prod-
ucts and services utilizing the “New 
Hampshire’s Own, A Product of Yan-
kee Pride” logo. 

The Guide to New Hampshire Prod-
ucts & Services is also available at New 
Hampshire’s Interstate rest areas, cham-
ber of commerce information booths, 
and other selected locations throughout 
the state. A complete list of these loca-
tions can be found on NHMade.com.

Local Gifts Galore For Holiday Giving

Linda Barnes, standing, coaches De-
nise Raymond (front) and Donna Pou-
lin through a “Stack ‘n’ Whack” quilt.
 Photo: Sharon Darling

Quilt Shop 
Shares An 
Honored Craft

DAN’S 
PHARMACY
Professional Service With A Personal Touch

436 Central Street
Franklin
934-2550

Sophia M. Lessard, R.Ph
Ronald R. Lessard, R.Ph

• Personal Medication Counseling
• Computerized Prescription Service
• Convalescent Sales & Rentals
• Most Insurance Plans Accepted

Lost in a Sea of Paper?
Can’t fi nd items you need?

I can help you.
Kendel Currier • 735-5089

Get-Organized Consultant and Clutter Counselor


