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By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

When the Andover Lions Club ap-
proached the Andover Historical So-
ciety some months back with the idea 
of using the Society’s freight shed 
in Potter Place to display the Lions’ 
Concord Coach so more people could 
enjoy it, several problems presented 
themselves.

While the Historical Society was in-
trigued with the idea, using the freight 
shed as an exhibit hall for large items 
was a defi nite idea for the future, but 
not on the drawing board of immediate 
plans. Modifi cations to the door of the 
shed would have to be made, and a ramp 
and winching system would have to be 
devised to allow access for the coach. 
The Lions Club through an anonymous 
donor gave $2,000 to the effort to ac-
commodate the coach.

A committee was formed to work 
with the Lions Club to explore all alter-
natives in fi nding an appropriate place 
for the Coach to be viewed. The two 
most viable alternatives seemed to be 
to modify the storage room behind the 
Emons Store in Potter Place or to make 
modifi cations to the freight shed.

 The recommendation of the com-
mittee was to use the Lions Club’s 
donation to begin modifi cations to 
the shed door to accommodate the 
Coach. The Society’s board of direc-
tors unanimously approved the recom-
mendation, and the work to enlarge the 
door will commence. No timetable for 
renovating the freight shed for use as 
an exhibit hall has been decided upon 
at this writing.

Over the years the Lions Club’s 

Concord Coach has been a fi xture in 
the Andover Fourth of July Parade and 
many other parades throughout the 
state, as well as being on static display 
at events including the Historical Soci-
ety’s fair each August and, during the 
Hopkinton Fair, at the Concord Coach 
Society’s barn on the fairgrounds. It is 
truly a town treasure.

It is one of only three Concord 
Coaches in the state that is still pulled 
on the road by horses. Many townspeo-
ple will remember that Alan Thompson 
kept horses and drove the coach for 
many years. In recent times it has been 
necessary to hire horses from outside of 
the community.

A historical aside to all of this is the 
fact that the freight shed was donated 
to the Society by the Amos Johnson 
family. Amos was a charter member 
of the Lions Club and was president 
of the Club and instrumental in ac-
cepting the donation of the coach to 
the Lions Club in 1958 from Phillips 
Academy of Andover, Massachusetts, 
through the efforts of the Wallace 
Clark family.

By Susan Norris
Andover Historical Society

On Saturday, November 5, Pat Cut-
ter, Sarah Will, and Susan Norris partic-
ipated in a New Hampshire Humanities 
Council workshop entitled Sleuthing 
Local History held at the Pillsbury Free 
Library in Warner. The purpose of the 
workshop was to teach us how to use 
and interpret place-based archival doc-
uments to dig up facts that could help 
construct local history. 

Dr. Marcia Schmidt Blaine of Plym-
outh State University explained what 
place-based history is and isn’t. As ex-
amples she used primary documents 
— notices submitted by abandoned 
husbands to The New Hampshire Ga-
zette in the 1700s legally announcing 
they were no longer fi nancially respon-
sible for their wives’ debts. 

A husband wrote on September 2, 
1763 announcing that he was disown-
ing his wife who “hath run me into 
debt” and that “she will run me in 
more debt.” On May 11, 1764, the same 
husband wrote to the same paper that 
“through the infi rmity of age, I have 
injuriously misrepresented my beloved 
wife.” Tempting as it is to guess what 
transpired between these notices and in 
this marriage, Dr. Blaine cautioned us 
to stick to facts. 

Similarly, she pointed out that an “X” 
for a signature does not necessarily mean 
that the signee was illiterate. Because in 

early times reading was often learned 
before writing, it was quite possible that 
a person could read the document he or 
she could not sign. In short, Dr. Blaine 
taught us to avoid making assumptions 
when sleuthing local history. 

Rebecca Courser of the Warner 
Historical Society talked briefl y on the 
subject of “Collecting & Archiving in a 
Small Historical Society” and presented 
a slide program on the town of Warner. 
George Packard talked about the War-
ner Movie Project. Then we were ready 
to start on our own. 

Each table was assigned a different 
packet of Warner-related primary source 
materials and asked to read, discuss, and 
come up with fact-based interpretations. 
The materials ranged from newspaper 
accounts, diaries, town histories, and 
censuses to death registers, photographs, 
and marriage certifi cates. 

For 45 minutes, each group ferreted 
out information, cross referencing ma-
terials and constructing Warner history 
in the following areas: Minorities, The 
Reform and Temperance, Tourism, and 
Women. At the conclusion, we shared 
our fi ndings and interpretations with 
the entire group. 

The workshop helped us think about 
what we might do as Andover Historical 
Society sleuths using our own archival 
material: town histories (Helen Phelps, 
John R. Eastman, and Ralph Chaffee), a 
full set of town reports dating from the late 
1860s, and The Bachelder Notebooks, a 
scrapbook of newspaper clippings which 
has never been gone through. 

The workshop also gave us an enor-
mous regard for the energy, excitement, 
and painstaking research that goes into 
being a place-based history detective. It 
was a good way to spend an overcast 
Saturday morning that turned to sun 
just as we were wrapping things up! 

The Andover Lions’ Concord Coach

Historical Society 
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Concord Coach

AHS Members Turn History Sleuths

PFAFF SEWING MACHINES
Put a Pfaff in Santa’s sleigh!

FREE Hobby 1016
with the purchase of a 2046 or 2056.

90 day no-interest fi nancing 90 day no-interest fi nancing available on all machines.

Wednesday - Saturday 10 to 5 • Thursday ’til 8 • Sunday 12 to 5
Pancake Road and Route 11,  AndoverPancake Road and Route 11,  Andover

Info@ConstantQuilter.com • www.ConstantQuilter.com • 735-4100

Help Us Celebrate Our 4th Holiday Open House at

COUNTRY SPUN TREASURES
Olde Thyme Christmas SamplerOlde Thyme Christmas Sampler

Friday, November 25th thru Sunday, December 4th • 10 am – 5 pm

Holiday Gifts • Snowmen • Santas
Floral Arrangements • Hooked and Penny Rugs

Folk Art • Ornaments • Handmade Soap • Jewelry 
Handknit Scarves • Baby Items • Baskets • Quilts 

...and much more!
711 Flaghole Road • Andover • 934-3885

Our regular hours for December: 
Wed thru Sat, 10 am to 4 pm or by chance

Closed Christmas and New Year’s Day

Your Hometown Realtor
Whether buying or selling, call

BEN CUSHING
for all your real estate needs.

526-2471 x229
526-2443 fax

www.BenCushing.com
BCushing@tds.net

Formerly Colby Linehan Real Estate

Gift 
Certifi cates 

Available
Give a gift of 
good taste.

Serving Breakfast & Lunch
Tues - Fri  5:30 am - 3 pm

Sat - Sun  5 am - 3 pm

FRANKLIN
ANT IQUE
M A R K E T

361 Central Street
Franklin, NH 03235

Located  on Route 11
in Downtown Franklin

Open 7 Days 10-6

Tel: 603.934.2800
franklinantiques.com

The New Hamphire
Destination for Antiques


