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For many people, they are as much 
phantoms as reality. Potentially dangerous. 
Famously solitary. Something to worry 
about when you’re driving late at night. 

You can live in New Hampshire for 
decades and never see a moose. 

But Rick Libbey has managed to 
make a career of fi nding them. Libbey 
is a professional moose photographer. 
He spends most of June and July in the 
woods of Maine and the North Country, 
and the walls of his studio at his home 
in Andover are covered with dozens of 
moose photos. He’s seen more than 20 
on a single day. 

Throughout his 25 years in the fi eld, 
his goal has been to make the animals 
as comfortable with him as possible and 
to build relationships with them. 

“I think I’m beginning to respect 
them more and understand that I’m 
in their house, so to speak,” Libbey 
said. “There’ll be many moose that I’ll 
choose not to photograph, because they 
don’t seem to want me there.” 

Libbey takes his photos from a kay-
ak, a method that is quieter and, he feels, 
less obtrusive than going over land. He 
starts from a distance and approaches 
slowly, reading the moose’s body lan-
guage. “I may spend hours, days, some-
times even a week on one animal, just 
gaining their trust,”he said. 

Libbey calls his company Moose 
Man Nature Photos, and he’s known 
to some as the Moose Man, but he’s 
quick to point out that he didn’t invent 
the name or his techniques of getting 
to know moose. He’s using the meth-
ods of the late Bill Silliker Jr., of Maine, 
the original Mooseman and the author 
of such books as the Moose Watchers 

Handbook and Uses for Mooses. 
But Libbey doesn’t recommend that 

everybody follow such practices. His 
Web site contains a set of guidelines for 
amateur moose watchers. His advice, 
in a nutshell: Stay far away and enjoy 
them through binoculars. 

For people who want to get up close 
and personal without actually being 
there, Libby’s prints start at $12 for a 
matted 4-by-6-inch photo. He sells his 
work online and in local galleries, and 
his pieces are always in stock at Arti-
sans’ Workshop in New London. His 
newest product is a set of birthday cal-
endars set into wood panels on which 
[his wife] Donna Libbey has etched a 
moose’s head. 

If he never sold a photo, the Moose 
Man would be out in the wilderness 
anyway. Being with moose is simply 
his calling. “When I’m doing it, some-
thing comes over me and I hear some-
thing inside me telling me that’s what 
I’m supposed to be doing,” he said. “I’m 
very, very sure of it.” 
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To see Rick’s photos or for moose-
watching tips, visit Rick’s Web site at 
MooseManPhotos.com.

The Soo-Nipi Audubon Chapter in-
vites the general public to its program 
entitled: Birds of New Hampshire and 
New England on Friday, December 9, at 
7:30 PM at the Tracy Memorial Library, 
Main Street, New London. 

Speaker Garth McElroy, a full-time 
professional bird photographer from 
New Hampshire, has a love for bird 
photography that developed from his 
two childhood passions of nature and 
photography. He is fascinated with their 
beauty, diversity, behavior, and ecology, 
and he strives to capture all of this in his 
images. For more information contact 
Ruth White at 763-4893.

On Saturday, December 17 the Soo-
Nipi Audubon Chapter will again par-
ticipate in the National Audubon So-
ciety Christmas Bird Count. This data 
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Rick, his kayak, and his camera, all 
ready to spend a day with moose.
 Photo: Rick Libbey

Grand Opening of the Northern Rail Trail - The Andover One Wheelers were 
fi rst down the new section of the Northern Rail Trail after the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at Blackwater Park on October 30. Dozens of area residents 
walked or biked the 1.7 miles to Potter Place where cider and home-baked 
goodies were served at the Andover Historical Society’s freight shed.
 Photo: Peter Southworth
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gives scientists long-term insight into 
the health of our bird populations and 
the environment. 

If you have an interest in birding, 
please consider joining one of sev-
eral teams canvassing the area known 
as the Lake Sunapee Count Circle 
which includes the towns of New Lon-
don, Newbury, Newport, Springfi eld, 
Sunapee, and Sutton. 

Volunteers may participate by ob-
serving their feeder birds and taking a 
numerical count of the species seen. At 
day’s end participants meet over supper 
at Bird Count Coordinator Gary Stans-
fi eld’s home in Goshen at 5 PM to com-
pile results of birds observed in fi elds, 
roadsides, waterways, and feeders. 

For details or to volunteer please call 
Gary at 863-8727.
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