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By Leigh A. Webb
President, Franklin Historical Society

The Franklin Historical Society, 
recognizing the importance of the in-
fl uence Daniel Webster had on not just 
the city of Franklin and the state of New 
Hampshire, but on the United States as 
a whole, wishes to acknowledge the 
treasure almost hidden within the city 
of Franklin and educate all who pass it 
as to its meaning and value. 

The bust of Daniel Webster, which 
is located in front of the Congregation-
al Christian Church at 47 South Main 
Street in Franklin, was dedicated 73 
years ago in 1932 to commemorate the 
80th anniversary of Webster’s death 
and the 150th year after his birth. 

Few people who have viewed this 
bust know who sculpted it or what the 
phrase inscribed thereon means. There-
fore, the Franklin Historical Society has 
undertaken to solicit funds to create a 
bronze plaque which will be mounted 
on the wall beneath the bust to inform 
and enlighten all who read it. 

The plaque will be cast by Lincoln 
Charles of Andover. Mr. Charles is a na-
tionally renowned artisan whose metal 
fabrication business is in Franklin. 

The plaque will read: 
Daniel Webster, lawyer, orator, poli-

tician and statesman, attended the Con-
gregational Christian Church when vis-
iting his birthplace and staying at “The 
Elms,” the last home and fi nal resting 
place of his parents, Ebenezer and Abi-
gail Webster, and a working farm under 
both Ezekiel’s and later Daniel’s own-
ership. The pew Daniel Webster used 
is just inside the main entrance and is 
clearly marked with his name.

The bust of Daniel Webster in front 
of the church was conceived by famed 
sculptor Daniel Chester French, who 
was also the creator of the Lincoln 
Memorial fi gure in Washington, DC, 
and “The Minuteman” statue in Con-
cord, Massachusetts. Daniel Chester 
French died in 1931 before completing 
the work, that task falling to his daugh-
ter, Margaret French Cresson, a noted 
sculptor in her own right.

 The bust was dedicated in a public 
ceremony on October 12, 1932, to co-

incide with the issuance of a three-cent 
Postal Service commemorative stamp 
of Webster, based on this bust, in the 
150th year after his birth and on the 
80th anniversary of his death (October 
24). First Day sales were offered only in 
Franklin (Webster’s birthplace), Exeter 
(where Webster attended prep school), 
and Hanover (where he attended Dart-
mouth College). 

The words, “I Still Live,” engraved 
upon the base of the bust, are the last 
words uttered by Webster in this life.”

Contributions may be sent to the 
Franklin Historical Society, PO Box 
43, Franklin 03235. Personal checks 
are gratefully accepted and should 
be marked on the memo line with the 
phrase “Webster Bust Plaque Fund.”

Anyone giving $100 or more will 
receive a complimentary copy of Alice 
Shepard’s The History of Franklin. All 
donations are tax deductible to the full 
extent of existing law. These checks 
will be placed in a special account, and 
once the $3,000 goal is reached Mr. 
Charles will begin to craft this tribute 
to the man who graces the city seal of 
Franklin. To begin the campaign, the 
members of the Society unanimously 
voted to contribute $300 to encourage 
others to do the same. 

So much history goes unnoticed, 
and the Society hopes that this plaque 
will help to instill an interest in learn-
ing more about our city and about the 
famous fi gures whose lives are inextri-
cably tied to its heritage. 

You can follow the progress of the 
drive to “Place the Plaque” by viewing 
our Web page at www.histsoc.org/NH/
FHS.

Plaque To Explain Webster Bust
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Discover Your Creative Wild Side!
Host a Stampin’ Up!® Workshop Today

Invite a few friends in to learn the latest 
stamping techniques, and you’ll also enjoy the 

opportunity to earn free stamp sets from Stampin’ Up!
For more information call Amy Fecteau, Stampin’ Up! Demonstrator, at 735-5855


