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By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

According to John Eastman’s His-
tory of Andover, NH, Margaret Fellows 
was born on February 25, 1763, the fi rst 
“white” child born in the town of Andover. 
A question arises immediately – why 
does he call her the fi rst “white” child? 
Had there been a black child born in town 
earlier? The greater likelihood is that he 
was calling her “white” to distinguish her 
from the Native American children who 
were probably born in the town.

Her father, Joseph Fellows, had 
moved to Andover in 1761, becoming 
its fi rst settler and settling in the Flag-
hole district. The Fellows had four chil-
dren before Margaret, and Joseph re-
portedly fetched them together with his 
wife, also named Margaret, to the new 
log cabin as soon as it was built.

What we know further of Margaret 
is scanty, but this is all too often the fate 
of women in these earlier times. She had 
four siblings born after her as well as 

the four who had been born before. She 
married James Randall, the fi rst school-
master in town, and with him had nine 
children, with eight dying in infancy. 

Their fi rst child, Deborah, was born 
in 1783 and she was the only one to sur-
vive to adulthood. The ninth child died 
in April 5, 1800, and on April 11 of the 
same year James Randall died at age 
53. This double tragedy must have been 
very diffi cult for Margaret to bear.

But pioneer women were strong. Four 
years later, at the age of 41, she married 
Joseph Woodbury of Corinth, Vermont, 
and by him is said to have had several 
children who lived. Perhaps more re-
search into the Woodbury family in Ver-
mont would yield a date for Margaret’s 
death, but in all our Andover histories 
these tidbits are all we can glean about 
the fi rst “white” child born in Andover.

If anyone fi nds any more informa-
tion about Margaret, please let the 
Beacon know at mail@AndoverBeacon.
com or 735-6099.

A Not-So-Famous February Birthday

By Allan Houle
Andover Snowmobile Club

We would like to thank everyone 
that supported our Annual Italian Buf-
fet, Easter Seals Raffl e, and the Raffl e 
Sled Fundraiser. This event is one of 
our major fundraisers and takes a lot of 
effort to put together. Without faithful 
patrons, we could not succeed. Thank 
you all!

Grooming efforts have begun, with 
most of our efforts at this time on the 
railbed. More grooming will take place 
as snow conditions allow. I guess that 
we just need to be a little more patient 
and do a few more Snow Dances.

On Saturday, February 18 from 9 
AM to 3 PM the Andover Snowmo-
bile Club will be holding our fourth 
annual Highland Lake SnoFest along 
with the New Hampshire Snowmobile 
Museum’s Antique and Vintage Snow-
mobile Radar Run on Highland Lake 
in East Andover. The show will be set 
up at the Andover Fish and Game Club-
house, located adjacent to Corridor 2 in 
East Andover. The Radar Run will be 
held on Highland Lake across from the 
Clubhouse. 

This event has become a “fun time” 
for the club, and with the addition of the 
radar runs there should be an excellent 

turnout. Come on out and see the sleds 
from the early days and catch some 
vintage race and trail sleds testing their 
speed on the drag strip. 

This show will give you a chance to 
see and remember just how far the sport 
of snowmobiling has come. You can see 
snowmobiles from the early ’60s to the 
late ’70s on display. You might even see 
some sleds that you remember having 
and possibly some that you never knew 
existed. It really does give us an ap-
preciation of where the sport has come 
from and the advancements that have 
been made. 

There will also be hot food and bever-
ages available at the Clubhouse and vin-
tage videos playing for your enjoyment. 

You can come by snowmobile on 
Corridor 2 or by car on Route 11. Hope 
to see you there. 

If you would like to display or are 
interested in getting more informa-
tion, please contact me at 768-3951 or 
AHoule@fcgnetworks.net and I would be 
glad to help.

February’s club meeting will be held 
on Monday, February 13 at the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School at 7 PM in the 
Science Room. Hope to see you there. 

Until next month, may your rides be 
safe and often.

Please join popular speaker Hal 
Swartz on his return to the Soo-Nipi 
Audubon Chapter on Friday, Febru-
ary 10 at 7:30 PM at Tracy Memorial 
Library on Main Street, New London. 
Hal will present a slide program about 
Madagascar. This island is famous for 
its endemic species, particularly birds 
and lemurs.

This program is open to the pub-
lic and refreshments will be served. 
For more information please call Peter 

Adam Fitzpatrick, Davis Thurston, 
and Mary Will were named to the dean’s 
list with high honors for the fi rst semes-
ter at the University of New Hampshire. 
Chloe Rochon was named to the dean’s 
list with honors.

Nathan Kendrick, son of Ted and 
Donna Kendrick, received a $600 schol-
arship from the Lakes Region Manage-
ment Club as a result of his academic 
performance and service to New Hamp-
shire Community Technical College in 
Laconia, where he is a senior.

HONORED 
Local Students

Andover Snowmobile Club

SO O -NIP I  AUDUB O N EV EN T S
Newbern at 763-4308.

On Saturday, February 11, the Soo-
Nipi Audubon Chapter will sponsor a 
birding trip to Cape Ann, Gloucester-
Rockport, Massachusetts, to look for 
over-wintering water and shore birds. 

Please meet leader Peter Newbern at 
Warner Park and Ride, exit 9, I-89, at 8 
AM. Bring lunch, beverage, binoculars, 
and a scope if you have one. Inclement 
weather cancels the trip. For details call 
Peter at 763-4308.

By Rich Gross
Andover Fish and Game Club

The Andover Fish and Game Club 
(AF&G) is sponsoring its 23rd annual 
Kids’ Ice Fishing Derby at Eagle Pond 
in Wilmot on Saturday, February 18. 
This is a change from last year, when 
the Derby was held at Elbow Pond.

The derby is for kids 15 and under. 
There will be plenty of food and drink, 
with lucky prizes, ribbons, and trophies 
to be awarded.

Kids don’t need any tackle or any oth-
er gear, because AF&G volunteers drill 
all the holes in the ice and set a tip-up in 
each hole. When a child registers, they 
are added to the list of registered kids. 
When the fi rst tip-up fl ag goes up, what-
ever is on the end of the line (if anything) 
goes to the fi rst registered kid. When the 
second fl ag goes up, it goes to the second 
registered kid, and so on. 

Anything a kid “catches” belongs to 
that kid and counts toward various prizes 
awarded at the end of the day. An AF&G 
volunteer takes the fi sh off the line and 
re-baits the hook. For the kids, there’s no 
skill required (other than dressing warm-
ly), but they have lots of fun nonetheless.

Registration starts at 9 AM, with the 
derby running from 9:30 to 12:30. The der-
by will be held on Saturday, February 18, 
with a bad weather date of February 25. 

Please join us for a whole lot of fun. If 
you have any questions, call 735-5311.
Al Chadwick Fishing Derby

On Saturday, February 4, the Andover 
Fish and Game Club is sponsoring the 
annual Al Chadwick Ice Fishing Derby 
on Kezar Lake in Sutton. This is a real 
fi shing derby, so bring your own ice 
drills, tip-ups, and bait. The derby is 
open to anyone (16 years old and older 
must have a fi shing license) and runs 
from fi rst light to 1 PM. Register at the 
bobhouse with the red fl ag. If you have 
any questions, call 927-4576.

Kids’ Ice Fishing 
Derby From Andover 
Fish And Game Club
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                          TAKE A PEEK GIFTSTAKE A PEEK GIFTS
776 Franklin Hwy
East Andover NH

Right next to Bowie’s Market
735-5497

 

DON’T FORGET DON’T FORGET 
YOUR VALENTINE!YOUR VALENTINE!

We have gifts for We have gifts for 
your special someone.your special someone.

Monday – Friday  10-5
Saturday  10-3

Steve and Rosie’s

CAMO PLUS
MILITARY SURPLUSMILITARY SURPLUS

735-5691
Our rolling military surplus store is 
parked for the season, but it’s not 

closed! Call us to purchase 
Pants • Boots • Rain Gear • Mittens 

Gore-Tex Jackets & Pants
Tents • Sleeping Bags • Helmets 
Boonie Hats • and much more!

www.masiello.com

We offer Residential, Commercial, Mortgage, Title,
Insurance and Relocation Services.

Contact
CHARLIE MCCRAVE

today to learn more.

603-286-3010 x115
cell phone 603-568-4195
cmccrave@masiello.com

We just don’t advertise houses... we 
attract the right buyer for your property.

The most comprehensive system
attracting serious buyers to your property, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.

Subs c r i b e !
For a minimum donation of $25 you 
can have the Beacon mailed any-

where, even to a seasonal address.


