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Andover addresses thanks to the sup-
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to support our community newspaper?
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You Did It!

UNCLE SAM PARADES MARCH 4
You did it, and then some! We’ve 

passed our goal of 300 Beacon mem-
bers, so Uncle Sam will parade down 
Main Street, from the Police Station 
to the Blackwater Ski Shop, at noon 
on Saturday, March 4. This won’t be a 
long, drawn-out affair, so don’t be late!

The fi nal tally as of 5 PM on Febru-
ary 22 was:

• Local members: 225
• Seasonal members: 13
• Out-of-Town members: 71

for a total of 309 members.
This is a great step toward building 

a fi rm fi nancial foundation for the Bea-
con. Huge thanks to everyone who “got 
a round tuit” and contributed!

TOWN MEETING 
SPECIAL EDITION

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

This month, voters in Andover are 
called upon to make important deci-
sions that will set our taxes and guide 
our town for the coming year. We’ll 
elect over a dozen of our neighbors to 
positions in our Town and School Dis-
trict governing bodies, and we’ll close 
the books on 2005 with the annual 
Town Report.

This month’s Beacon coverage of 
this very important season includes:

• The budgets we’ll vote on at Town 
Meeting, School District Meeting and the 
meetings of our two Fire Departments, 
with an analysis of their impacts on our 
2006 property tax bills – see “2006 Tax 
Bills Could Rise 12%” on this page, and 
“2006 School Budget” on page 5.

• The 2006 Warrant we’ll vote 
on at Town Meeting, annotated to 
make the offi cial language easier to 
understand – Page 7.

• A Town Forum exploring the pros 
and cons of Warrant Article 15, which 
seeks to reclassify part of Hoyt Road to 
Class 5 – Page 8.

• Background information on when, 

why, and how a vote at Town Meeting 
does or doesn’t impact our property tax 
bills – Page 6.

• Profi les of candidates on the 
ballot for Town and School District 
positions – Pages 9-11.

• Reports on 2005 from many of the 
organizations that serve our communi-
ty, rounding out the annual “snapshot” 
of Andover that appears in the 2005 
Town Report – Pages 12-15.
Important Dates

Here are the dates you need to keep 
in mind in order to participate fully in 
this important time of year:

Saturday, March 4 – Supervisor 
of the Checklist available to correct the 
checklist, Town Hall, 11 AM

Monday, March 6 – Andover School 
District Meeting, AE/MS Gym, 7 PM.

Monday, March 6 – Andover Vil-
lage District Annual Meeting, Andover 
Town Hall, 7 PM.

Tuesday, March 14 – Voting, AE/
MS Gym, 11:30 AM to 7:30 PM. The 
names on the ballot for Town positions 
are:

• Selectman (1 seat): Jim Delaney, 

By Ed Hiller
Budget Committee Vice-Chairman

Budgets for 2006 for the Andover 
School District, the Town, and the Fire 
Departments have been fi nalized by the 
Budget Committee and will be recom-
mended to the annual meetings for their 
consideration and approval.

The budgets as recommended will 
result in an increase in our tax bills next 

fall by an estimated 12%. A tax bill for 
a $200,000 property in the Andover 
fi re district is predicted to be $2,986 for 
2006, compared to $2,666 for 2005.

The proposed budgets for 2006 for 
all of Andover’s departments (School, 
Town, and Fire Departments) total 
approximately $5.15 million. After 
subtracting the amounts proposed to 
be funded through withdrawals from 
capital reserve accounts, the total net 
amount to be funded through revenues 
and property taxes is $4.96 million. 

By comparison, the total net budget  
for 2005 for all of Andover’s depart-
ments, similarly adjusted for withdraw-
als from capital reserve accounts and 
reimbursements, was $4.45 million.

In addition to the need to fund Ando-
ver’s expenses, Andover receives a bill 
each year from Merrimack County to 

2006 Tax Bills 
Could Rise 12%

Proposed $2,959 Tax Bill 
on a $200,000 Property

School
$2,116

Town
$288

Fire Dept (avg)
$97

County
$458

Recycling Electronics 
Begins In Andover

Biting winds and little or no snow 
didn’t stop the Andover Snowmobile 
Club’s Highland Lake SnoFest. Above: 
Stephen Rosen of Hill had just fi n-
ished his ’24 Model T snow machine after a year and a half of work. Right: 
Steve Burdick starts up his ’72 Arctic Cat “Kitty Cat.” Photos: Bob Bussey

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover Recycle Committee

March is the beginning of a new man-
datory recycling program for “e-waste” 
– electronic devices containing valuable 
materials that can be reclaimed, as well 
as dangerous toxins. 

Computers and TVs, for example, 
contain materials such as purifi ed sili-
cone and precious metals such as gold, 
silver, and copper. The glass and plas-
tics from TVs and computers are also 
reclaimable. 

On the fl ip side, both TVs and com-
puters contain hazardous materials such 
as lead, arsenic, and mercury. A typical 
27-inch TV can contain as much as eight 
pounds of lead according to the Depart-
ment of Environmental Services. These 

toxins and heavy metals are known to 
cause cancer and birth defects if they get 
into the air and ground water, so it’s impor-
tant to keep them out of the incinerator.

Previously, Andover residents paid a 
$5 fee to dispose of a TV or computer 
monitor, and the devices were then 
thrown down the hopper and sent to the 
incinerator. This meant that residents not 
only paid a disposal fee, but their taxes 
also refl ected the cost of transportation 
and tipping at the Penacook incinerator.

Beginning this March, residents will 
still pay the same $5 fee, but the devices 
will be given to the Transfer Station at-
tendants, who will place them in a col-
lection box. Good Point Recycling from 
Middlebury, Vermont is contracted by 

See Meeting  on page 2See E-Waste  on page 3

See Tax Bills  on page 4


