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Zoning Board Of Adjustment
January 17

Condensed from approved minutes.
Present: Katherine Stearns, Chair; 

Charlie McCrave, Vice-Chair; Susan 
Schnare; Don Gross; Jeff Newcomb; 
Paul Fopiano, alternate.

Public Hearing: A request from 
William and Alison Thomas for a vari-
ance to permit less than the required 
road frontage to build a single family 
dwelling on an existing lot. 

Stearns recused and McCrave was 
appointed as acting Chair and appointed 
Fopiano as an alternate. David Hilts indi-
cated to the Board that he was represent-
ing William and Alison Thomas, William 
being the son of one of the owners of the 
property. Hilts stated that the application 
indicated both a variance from the road 
frontage requirement and a special excep-
tion to construct a single family dwelling. 

A letter addressing the application 
was presented from Hilts, indicating 
that an application for a variance to the 
road frontage and a special exception to 
construct a single-family home on this 
property had previously been denied by 
the Board, and that “material change 
of circumstances affecting the mer-
its” of the current application since the 
previous denial entitling Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas to present an application for 
both a variance and special exception. 

A lot map indicating the location 
was presented and it was questioned 
whether the Town could extend the road 
by 20' as a solution. Gross questioned 
where the home would be located on 
the property and the location was indi-
cated along with the proposed location 
of the well and that a septic system has 
been approved by the state. Gross states 
that he would like to view the location. 

Kurt Meier states that Park Street ends 
at the westerly end of his property and 
that there is a right-of-way through his 
property which has been upgraded due 
to washout at his own expense. McCrave 
states that the end of Park Street needs 
to be clarifi ed, if it is at the westerly end 
of the Meier property, there is no road 
frontage for the Thomas property, and if 
it is at the westerly end of the Thomas 
property then this should be satisfactory. 
Meier states that he and his spouse have 

a purchase and sales agreement and de-
posit on this property and their intent is 
to keep it as a natural area. 

Hilts read clarifi cation of “town road” 
in RSA 229.1. If used by the public for 
20 years prior to January 1, 1968, it is 
considered a public highway. McCrave 
states he would like copies of the maps 
and deeds to both the Thomas property 
and the Meier property, he would like 
to consult the Town Administrator re-
garding maintenance and would like to 
schedule a site visit. McCrave contin-
ued the meeting to February 4 for a site 
visit and then will continue the hearing 
on February 21.

Public Hearing: A request from 
David A. Poulin of Proline Automotive 
for an additional special exception to 
permit the retail sales of used motor ve-
hicles at a single family residence with 
an existing auto repair shop. The prop-
erty is located at 119 Plains Road.

Poulin presented a diagram of the 
property with a photo of the existing ga-
rage along with a letter from the owners 
of the property authorizing him to pro-
ceed with this application. There is an 
existing auto repair shop on the prop-
erty, which Poulin operates, and would 
like to add the retail sales of used mo-
tor vehicles. There will be no additional 
signage, lighting, nor any changes to the 
characteristics of the property. 

McCrave questioned whether the 
auto repair shop pre-dates zoning. The 
response is that the Town recognized it 
as an auto repair shop in 1980. Schnare 
questioned whether anyone had come 
before the Board at that time. The re-
sponse is unsure; however, Poulin pre-
sented paperwork approving the shop. 

McCrave questioned whether there 
would be a state approved inspection 
station. Poulin states that the Town was 
contacted by the state inquiring if this 
auto repair shop was an approved us-
age, and an “Application for Inspection 
Station” which had been completed by 
the state and signed by Town Admin-
istrator Mark Stetson on December 11, 
2005 was presented to the Board. 

Schnare questioned the number of 
vehicles that would be for sale. The 
response is the applicant is willing to 
restrict himself to six vehicles for retail 
sales. A letter indicating an abutter’s ap-

proval of the application was read. 
Schnare questioned if there would be 

any new signs and what form of adver-
tising would be used. The response is 
the sign on the door would be retained, 
there would be no new ones, and adver-
tising would be by price tag on the ve-
hicle window and/or word of mouth. 

McCrave advised the applicant that if 
the Zoning Board approved his applica-
tion, he would be subject to the Planning 
Board for a site plan review. The Board 
unanimously approved the application.

Master Plan Update Committee
By Paul Currier
Master Plan Update Committee

2006 will be a busy year for the 
Andover Master Plan Update Commit-
tee, as it gets down to the business of 
asking for public input and drafting an 
updated Master Plan. This volunteer 
committee was assembled in late 2004 
at the request of the Planning Board. 
Funds to support the effort were voted 
at the March 2005 Town Meeting.

Why do we need an updated Mas-
ter Plan? Andover is growing, and our 
present Master Plan is more than a 
decade old. The main purposes of the 
Master Plan are to envision the best and 
most appropriate future development 
for Andover, to aid the planning board 
in designing good ordinances – zoning, 
subdivision, site plan review – and to 
establish a good legal basis for imple-
mentation of the ordinances. 

The Master Plan Update Committee 
met several times in 2005. It prepared 
a draft town-wide survey, heard a pre-
sentation from the Offi ce of Energy 
and Planning on the legal aspects of 
master planning, and listened to pro-
posals from the Lakes Region Planning 

Commission for the build-out analysis 
and from the Society for Protection of 
New Hampshire Forests for a natural 
resources co-occurrence analysis.

With the delays inherent in contract-
ing, progress has been slow and limited 
so far. But now, as 2006 begins, the 
build-out and natural resources analy-
ses are underway and when those are 
fi nished there will be a lot to talk about. 
The committee will be receiving these 
results in late spring and, with them 
in hand, working with the University 
of New Hampshire to get input from 
townspeople in a town-wide survey and 
one or two public visioning meetings. 
The committee’s goal is to have a new 
plan drafted by the end of 2006.

Volunteers are still needed, particu-
larly those with analytical and writing 
skills. The committee will be meeting 
on a monthly basis in 2006 to begin 
drafting the plan, reviewing the work of 
the contractors, and planning for com-
munity outreach. The public is always 
invited. Anyone interested in being part 
of the Master Plan update process can 
get in touch with Paul Currier at 735-
5280 or Doug Boisvert at 735-5218.

Conservation Commission
February 8

Condensed from draft minutes
Present: Jerry Hersey, Tina Cotton, 

Nan Kaplan, Sandra Graves, Peter South-
worth, Mary Anne Broshek, Peter Zak.
Old Business

Andover Master Plan. We talked 
about how to coordinate the available 

map information that helps us complete 
a Natural Resources Inventory and 
work toward a map that identifi es con-
servation priorities and meets our needs 
to fi nalize a conservation plan.

Webster Lake Watershed Study. 
No action until we get information from 
the Webster Lake Association.
New Business

Hersey Farm Conservation Ease-
ment. Mary Anne contacted Ausbon 
Sargent about fundraising, but did not 
hear back from them.

We need to identify the amount of 
money we will commit from our funds 
to the Hersey Farm as well as adjacent 
landowners. A motion was made to au-
thorize some of the Conservation Com-
mission funds to assist with the Hersey 
easement. Seconded and passed by vote 
with the understanding that no money 
would be allocated until concrete steps 
and payments are underway. 

See Cons Comm  on page 20

Planning a trip? For Britain, we have 
ALL the standard guides PLUS Eccentric London; 

London’s Little-known Museums;  Permanent 
Londoners: An Illustrated, Biographical Guide 
to the Cemeteries of London; Turn Left at the 

Pub;  the Michelin Green Guide for Wales; 
Best Hillwalking in Scotland and lots more.  

Stop in and browse!
FINE BOOKS   
GOOD MUSIC 253 Main Street, New London  ·  526-5850

OPEN 7 DAYS · Crane Stationery · Cards · Gift Wrap · Puzzles 

735-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Tree Care
Pruning, Cabling, Fertilization

House Lots Cut & Chipped
Large Capacity Chipper, View Cuts

Aerial Truck 
Climbing Service
Stump Grinding

 Serving the area for 20 years
www.masiello.com

We offer Residential, Commercial, Mortgage, Title,
Insurance and Relocation Services.

Contact
CHARLIE MCCRAVE

today to learn more.

603-286-3010 x115
cell phone 603-568-4195
cmccrave@masiello.com

We just don’t advertise houses... we 
attract the right buyer for your property.

The most comprehensive system
attracting serious buyers to your property, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year.

Free Two-Hour
Introduction to

PRUNING 
FRUIT 
TREES

and Small Fruit

Free demonstrations 
on March 25 and 26 
at 10 AM in our own 

orchard.
Highland Lake Apple Farm

50 Maple Street
 East Andover

735-5058


