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The Andover Historical Society has 
pursued its Oral History project for 
many years. With the kind permission 
of the Society and of the speakers on 
the tapes (or their descendants), the 
Beacon brings you excerpts from these 
wonderful tapes.

This month’s excerpt is from Barba-
ra Upton’s interview with Eliza Buzzell 
(1887-1990) recorded in 1982. At this 
point in the interview, the conversation 
turns to community entertainment.

EB: We put on plays about every two 
weeks. We went to get our costumes 
and wigs and lace in Boston. We used 
to come up on the Peanut [the evening 
train from Boston]. And we used to have 
a fi ve-piece orchestra from Concord.

And a lot of the time we’d have oyster 
suppers. Oh, we used to have some good 
times! We put on a lot of plays. And one 
night, we put on a play,…I don’t know 
what we’d done if we’d known who was in 
the audience. Billy Van [a famous vaude-
villian] and [inaudible] from Sunapee 
were in the audience, and after the play 
they came up and they said it was the best 
damn directing they’d ever seen, ever. 
They came to every play that we put on. 

Some of the time we’d put on one 
every two weeks. We played for the 
Red Cross – that was World War I. We 
played for the Mechanics. They used to 
have an Order of Mechanics here [prob-
ably the Junior Order United American 
Mechanics, a popular fraternal organi-
zation]. We played for the Grange. We 

really had awfully good times.
BU: Who were some of the people 

who were in this dramatic society?
EB: Well, there was Fred Emerson 

and his wife. They lived down where 
Meiers live. And there was Mr. and 
Mrs. Harrison, they lived over on North 
Street. They’re both gone now. 

There was Mr. Swett, that’s Matilda’s 
father-in-law. He used to be the one, the 
head one. He used to make us up, and he 
really was good. We could kind of fool 
around one or two rehearsals, but we got 
down to business after he got after you. 

There was the Fentons, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fenton were in plays. And Grace Curri-
er, her sister,.... They’re all townspeople.

BU: Where were they held?
EB: Down at the Town Hall. [She’s 

referring to the old Town Hall, which 
is now the ProClaim building next to 
Pizza Chef]. We had a nice stage. 

We had everything but electric lights. 
We had to have kerosene footlights, and 
we had two big lights up overhead and [the 
stagehands would] sit up there and light 
those lights and throw stuff down at us. 

And we had nice scenery. We had 
two dressing rooms, and we had a drop 
curtain. There was a dining room and 
kitchen downstairs. And oh, we used to 
have real good times. We used to have 
a lot of fun.

For more information about the 
Andover Historical Society’s Oral His-
tory project, contact Sarah Will at 735-
5759 or Susan Norris at 735-5369.

Eliza Buzzell: On Stage In Andover

By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

This spring the Andover Historical 
Society will be partnering with SKIT 
(Sunapee-Kearsarge Intercommunity 
Theatre) to produce Thornton Wilder’s 
play, Our Town, as a fundraiser. The 
dates have been set for fi ve perfor-
mances: May 12, 13, and 14, and May 
19 and 20. 

The play will be presented in the 
Wilmot Town Hall (off Route 4A in 
Wilmot Center), and proceeds will 
be split between SKIT and the His-
torical Society. SKIT has a long track 
record of producing plays with area 
charitable organizations and uses 
its own proceeds for scholarships in 
the New London/Sunapee area. The 
Historical Society uses the money it 
raises to maintain some of Andover’s 
historic treasures including the Potter 
Place Train Station, Emon’s General 
Store, the B&M Freight House in Pot-
ter Place, and the Tucker Mountain 
Schoolhouse.

We will need committed thespians 
and helpers to make this venture a suc-
cess. Auditions will be held in early 
April – watch for dates, times, and 
places. Rehearsals will be held the three 
weeks prior to the production.

The play will be directed by David 

Andover Historical Society Partners 
With SKIT To Present Our Town

Cleveland of New London, who has de-
lighted area audiences with many lively 
productions. He plans to incorporate an 
Andover fl avor into the script and is in-
terested in fi nding pictures of the town 
– the general store, the church, Main 
Street, and perhaps local homes – dur-
ing the early 20th century. The play 
takes place around 1913.

David has also put out a wish list of 
stage dressing items, including as many 
antique chairs as possible and other 
small items. Anyone have milk bottles 
and a metal holder? A school bell? 
Small antique kitchen tables? A six-foot 
antique step ladder and an 8-foot one? 
Let us know.

Deb (Leber) Barton of New London, 
a former Andover resident, is the pro-
ducer and is very excited about being 
involved in the project.

In addition to the sale of tickets, we 
will also be selling advertising for the 
program, as well as refreshments at the 
performances, so we will need all the 
willing hands we can muster.

If you are interested in working on 
this fun project in any capacity, contact 
Margie Leber at leber@tds.net or 735-
5144, or Mary Hiller at ehiller@tds.net or 
735-5690. Watch the Beacon for more 
information regarding auditions and 
other events.

By Mary Hiller
Andover Historical Society

Have you been to visit the Andover 
Historical Society’s Museum in Potter 
Place? Are you new to the area or have 
you lived here for over half a century?

Either way you will enjoy becoming 
more acquainted with the objects col-
lected by the Historical Society since it 
was formed in 1982.

There are two main ways to become 
familiar with the collection. One is by 
a visit to the Museum during its open 
days, from Memorial Day to Columbus 
Day, on Saturdays from 10 to 2 and on 
Sundays from 1 to 3.

But the best way is by volunteering to 
be a “Stationmaster,” or docent, to tend 
the Museum, letting others in to view the 
interesting artifacts on display – objects 
from lives in Andover in the 18th, 19th, 
and 20th centuries and from an active 
railway station from 1847 to 1981.

We call our docents “Stationmas-
ters” because we are housed in one of 
the only remaining Northern Railway 
Stations, with perhaps the only authen-
tic Stationmaster’s offi ce in existence.

The Andover Historical Society Mu-
seum in Potter Place is in need of vol-
unteers to man the station. The job is 
divided into three two-hour segments 
each weekend, so we need six people 
to help out each weekend. If you are a 

couple, that makes two, or if you wish 
you can bring a friend. 

No experience is necessary, but the 
rewards are many. First of all, one be-
comes much more familiar with the 
town and its history; secondly, the peo-
ple who visit often have tales of their 
own to tell about old Andover history or 
events; thirdly, if the customers are light 
you will have time to peruse the history 
books for sale in the Museum gift shop 
and learn more about your particular 
part of town; fourthly, you will know 
that you are giving some of your own 
precious time to help a local organiza-
tion that offers free to the public the his-
tory of Andover and its railroad.

If you have been a “Stationmaster” 
in the past, please respond favorably 
when you are called this summer. If you 
have never volunteered and would like 
to do so, please call one of the following 
Board members who have the responsi-
bility of staffi ng the museum:

• Betty Dickerman, who is staffi ng 
May and June, at 735- 5630

• Grace Stetson, staffi ng July, at 
735-5611

• Suzy Norris, August, at 735-5369
• Joanna Sumner, September, at 

735-5200
Or you can sign up at the Andover 

Historical Society’s table on Town 
Meeting Day.

Become A Stationmaster!

Pets welcome, too!Pets welcome, too!

Call or fax Max Call or fax Max 
at 934-3311at 934-3311
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DD..KK.. Motel Motel
390 North Main St
West Franklin

Has your brother
Jack shown up for

ice fi shing? We‛ve got 
room...call me!


