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Mrs. LaRoche
Mrs. LaRoche has been teaching 

10 years, all at AE/MS. She likes that 
the staff is a team and enjoys the small 
school size, where she is with the same 
students for more than one year. 

She teaches language arts and read-
ing and wishes that the classes were 
longer. When she was in school, she 
found reading to be the easiest subject 
and math her hardest. 

Mrs. LaRoche’s favorite time of 
the school year is Spirit Week because 
you see a lot of energy throughout the 
school. She says that her class laughs 
a lot and they need to be respectful of 
each other. You should feel good about 
yourself and be able to take risks. 

She does think that she gives a lot of 
homework because she has two subjects 
to give homework for.

Mrs. LaRoche describes herself as 
caring and Mrs. Keezer as fun loving. 
Although she has two cats named Boots 
and Cruiser, she would not be a vet if 
she wasn’t a teacher – she would run 
her own day care. Amazingly, she can 
touch her tongue to her nose and is most 
scared of dark empty houses.
Mrs. Keezer

Mrs. Keezer has been teaching for 
eight years, with this being her fi rst year 
at AE/MS. She likes the small classes and 
thinks that the kids should have fun and 
be themselves. She is the math teacher 
and likes to fi nd new ways to solve math 
problems and also thinks that the classes 
should be longer. When she was in school 
she found math to be her easiest subject 
and English was her hardest. 

The best time of the year for Mrs. 
Keezer is the end of the year, because 
she enjoys seeing how the students have 
grown and she likes the nice weather. She 
does not give out more homework than 
what can be completed in class and hopes 
that all her students are able to get a 100 
on a fraction quiz by the end of the year.

Mrs. Keezer describes herself as hu-
morous and Mrs. LaRoche as caring. If 
she weren’t at the school teaching the kids 
math problems, she would be cutting their 
hair. She is really good at volleyball as 
long as there are no spiders on the balls, 
because that would be her biggest fear.
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Andover One Wheelers
By Lisa Hanscom
Andover One Wheelers

It’s offi cial! The Andover One Wheel-
ers Traveling Team has been invited to 
represent the state of New Hampshire 
in the National Memorial Day Parade in 
Washington DC on Monday, May 29.

The three-hour parade honors and pays 
tribute to all American veterans for their 
dedication and service to our country and 
consists of marching bands and veterans 
units from many of the 50 states.

Unanimously approved by the Andover 
School Board, this trip is both an excel-
lent educational opportunity for the team 
members and an extension of Andover 
Elementary/Middle School’s tradition of 
honoring our veterans each fall.

The students will travel by coach 
bus, stopping in historic Philadelphia 
on the way down before proceeding to 
the nation’s capitol. Arrangements are 
underway to tour Washington DC’s 
monuments and war memorials. The 
team also hopes to visit such places as 
the White House, National Zoo, Mount 
Vernon, and some of the Smithsonian 
museums during their two-day stay.

Team members, who dedicate their 
time in performances year round, travel for 
free. In order to reach a fund raising goal of 
$9,000 by May 1, you will fi nd the group 
hard at work at the following events:

April 1 – Car Wash, Andover Fire 
Station, 9 AM to noon.

April 12 – Ride-A-Thon from 3:45 to 
5:45. Pledges are now being collected for 
the Ride-A-Thon. See a One Wheeler or call 
the school at 735-5494 to sponsor a rider.

Through April 15 – Gift Basket Raf-
fl e. Baskets will be on display at AE/MS 
and various town locations. Tickets are 
$1 each, or six for $5, to take chances on 
seven baskets. Basket choices include:

Movie Basket • Gardening Basket 
• Mystery Basket • Candy Basket • 
Women’s Spa Basket • Masculine 
Basket • Scrapbook Basket 
Drawings will take place April 15 at 

the AOW Easter Breakfast.
April 15 – Easter Breakfast, 7 to 

9:30 AM at AE/MS, featuring break-
fast, games for children until 10 AM, 
and a cake walk. One Wheelers per-
form at 10:15 AM.

April 22 – Car Wash, Andover Fire 
Station, 9 AM to noon.

May 6 – Townwide Yard Sale. $10 do-
nation gets your yard sale on the map. Con-
tact Andover_One_Wheelers@yahoo.
com or 735-5972 before 8 PM.

For more information about the trip 
or to make a donation, contact AE/MS 
at 735-5494 or e-mail us at Andover_
One_Wheelers@yahoo.com.

The Andover One Wheelers perform the “Locomotion” as part of their ap-
pearance in the Manchester St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Sunday, March 19.
 Photo: Lisa Hanscom

Third Grade Invention Convention at 
AE/MS – The gym was fi lled with 
creative problem-solvers on March 23. Eli Shedd (l) took the top prize for 
his Dustinator, which turns dust into energy to heat your house. Nicholas 
Terwilliger (r) looked really cool in his Waking Glasses for people who have 
trouble waking up. Photos: Bob Bussey

Giant blue whales swimming in 
Antarctica, fl ying fi sh kites in Tokyo, 
brightly painted stained glass windows 
in Mexico, immigrants passing through 
Ellis Island, and Lalibela, a city carved 
into the ground in Ethiopia, gave visitors 
a snapshot of life in these countries.

In other classrooms, it was truly a 
League of Nations as each student chose 
a different country to research. Some 
students dressed up in that particular 
country’s traditional garb, greeted visi-
tors, and shared facts they had learned.

Artwork, posters, and pictures were 
everywhere. International Day was truly 
a collaborative venture with students, 
and teachers – including Mrs. Deminico, 
our gifted art teacher, Mrs. Connor, our 
knowledgeable computer teacher, and Mr. 
Hubert, our talented music teacher – work-
ing together to integrate all aspects of this 
interdisciplinary “celebration of learning.”

Students eagerly shared what they 
had learned about their country via 
displays, artifacts, and new vocabulary 
words. Theatre was another avenue 
used, as third graders depicted Mexico’s 
culture and traditions with a skit. 

International Day gave students an 
insightful opportunity to sample what 
life is like in other countries. Its success 
was due to weeks of hard work by stu-
dents, teachers, and staff members.

International Day at AE/MS was 
an amazing journey – a trip around the 
world without ever leaving Andover!
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So if you knew all of that about these 
two teachers, maybe you didn’t know 
that they both look up to their mothers 
because they have always been support-
ive and give good advice. They both 
look forward to relaxing this summer 
and spending time with their families.

Make An Andover Make An Andover 
Fashion Statement!Fashion Statement!

Show Your Support 
For The Beacon With 

A Beacon T-Shirt

Adult sizes - $20
Youth sizes - $12

Top Quality Hanes Beefy-T

It’s fashion…it’s fun…it’s fund-
raising! Let everyone know you’re 
behind the Beacon – buy a Beacon 
t-shirt and wear it proudly.

Thanks to the Andover Service 
Club, you can get your Beacon 
t-shirt at the Thrift Shop.

MARIA LAYCOX
934-9282

RE/MAX Intentions
780 CENTRAL ST • FRANKLIN

RE/MAX Intentions is here for 
all of your Real Estate needs.
Work with the #1 Real Estate 

Company in the world!


