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School Board Faces Dilemma

The Swap Shop will 
be open Saturday, 

May 13, from 
7:30 AM to 3:30 PM 

and welcomes 
reusable items in 

working condition like 
toys, clothing, books, 

bikes, and kitchenware. 
Please, nono 

upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 

electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 

By David Hewitt
Andover School Board

As we enter the new fi scal year, it 
is time for the Andover School Board 
to consider renovations and/or expan-
sions to the Andover Elementary/Mid-
dle School facilities and grounds. But 
what projects should we tackle, and in 
what order? The School Board will be 
seeking extensive public input during 
the planning phase of this process. The 
purpose of this article is to provide some 
background information on the various 
projects under consideration.

The recently completed “Assessment 
of Educational Facility Needs” outlined 
a number of space issues at AE/MS and 
outlined potential expansion possibilities. 
There are many services and programs 
that do not currently have an adequate 
space in the building, including: 

• Elementary special education ser-
vices, the Reading Recovery pro-
gram, and speech and language 
services all take place in one small 
classroom. 

• The Title I Reading Program shares 
space in the library. 

• The occupational therapist works 
with students in a closet. 

• Many meetings involving confi dential 
issues with children need to be held 
during the school day. There is only 
one space where parents and staff can 
meet, and it is not very private. 

• Many times staff members need to 
read or work with children in the 
hallway, and it can be very distract-
ing for the child.

In addition to space issues, many re-

pairs and renovations discussed below 
must be completed in the immediate 
future to protect our existing facility. 
The School Board is considering merg-
ing any expansions with the necessary 
renovations in an attempt to 

• take advantage of potential state 
funds, and 

• avoid spending money making repairs 
in areas which would be changed dur-
ing any future expansion.

There are State funds available to aid 
school districts that embark on major 
renovations or additions. Based upon 
Andover's equalized evaluation and me-
dian income, the State would reimburse 
the school district 30% of the costs in-
curred, provided that the total expendi-
tures equal at least 25% of the replace-
ment value of the existing school. The 
replacement value of the existing school 
is approximately $5 million dollars.

One example would be the existing 

AE/MS Appreciation Week
May 8 through May 12 is Staff 

Appreciation Week at AE/MS. The 
PTO has planned many exciting 
treats, surprises, and events to show 
our community’s appreciation of the 
wonderful staff – teachers, classroom 
aides, cafeteria staff, custodians, bus 
drivers, and administrators – that 
make our elementary and middle 
schools such special places.

Please make a point of fi nding an 
AE/MS staff member this week and 
thanking them for all they do for our 
kids and for our community!

By Margie Leber
Andover Historical Society

Rehearsals are well underway for 
the Sunapee-Kearsarge Intercommu-
nity Theatre (SKIT) production of Our 
Town by Thornton Wilder to benefi t the 
Andover Historical Society. Even at the 
fi rst reading-get-together it was apparent 
that something magical was happening 
– the chemistry of the cast was electric. 
The leads are seasoned SKIT perform-
ers and have a professional presence as 
they go about the business of bringing 
their characters to life.

There were well over 50 hopefuls 
trying out for about 20 slots in the cast, 
which includes enthusiastic members 
from New London, Wilmot, Warner, 
Danbury, Springfi eld, North Sutton, 
Sutton Mills, and, of course, Andover.

Cast members from Andover or with 
strong Andover connections include Jim 
Goody, Irene Jewett, Canon Brownell, 
Mary Demers, Bill Egge, and former 
long- time resident of Andover, Alice 
Perry, who now resides in Sutton Mills.

The character of the Stage Manager 

is being played by Mary Morris from 
Warner, a veteran performer and current 
SKIT president. The Stage Manager is 
the narrator of sorts who sets the scene 
and leads the audience on its tour of the 
fi ctional Grover’s Corners, New Hamp-
shire and introduces us to its inhabitants 
as they go about the business of every-
day living in early 20th century New 
England. Grover’s Corners could be 
Andover, or any other New Hampshire 
town of the period, and the characters 
are clearly defi ned and recognizable. 
The story is a wonderful, poignant, life-
affi rming exploration that will touch 
the hearts of people of all ages.

The Andover Historical Society mem-
bership has been busily performing in a 
supporting role: doing publicity write-
ups, designing posters and fl yers for dis-
tribution in Andover and the surrounding 
towns, fi nding props, providing refresh-
ments for the cast at rehearsals, printing 
tickets, and selling ads for the program. 
When the director, David Cleveland, 
mentioned he would like to have pictures 

Our Town Is Fundraiser For 
Andover Historical Society 

All Recycling Becomes Mandatory On June 1
By Ken Tripp
Andover Recycle Committee

As of June 1, recycling at the Andover 
Transfer Station will be mandatory, by 
order of the Andover Board of Select-
men. Following is a list of items that are 
recycled by the town and some of the 
benefi ts to our town and nation when 
these items are salvaged. 
Paper Products and Cardboard

• Recycled cardboard is a very profi table 
commodity, saving taxpayer money.

• Forests and trees are saved.
• Trees help reduce global warming.
• Fewer pulp mills that pollute our 

rivers and air are needed.

Hazardous Waste
• These materials could poison your 

children if ingested.
• These materials poison your ground 

water.
• Incinerating hazardous waste poi-

sons our air.
The town will hold a one-day haz-

ardous waste collection day this year. 
Watch for details in the Beacon.
Electronics, Paint, Batteries, Thermom-
eters, Fluorescent Bulbs, Thermostats

• These items contain dangerous 
heavy metals.

• Incineration or burial pollutes our 
See Recycling  on page 3

See Our Town  on page 3

See Dilemma  on page 2

Director David Cleveland rehearses some of the Our Town cast. Photo: Bob Bussey


