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By Lisa Hanscom 
Andover One Wheelers

While the Andover One Wheelers 
Traveling Team is busily fundraising 
and practicing for the National Memorial 
Day parade in Washington DC, another 
group of One Wheelers is busy with 
preparations of their own. The Interme-
diate Team has grown to 10 members 
this spring, and these excited riders are 
strengthening their skills in preparation 
for moving to the Traveling Team in the 
future. They participate in both the Learn 
to Ride group and practice with the Trav-
eling Team each Wednesday afternoon.

Over April school vacation, sev-
eral Intermediate Team members trav-
eled along with the Traveling Team 
to Woodstock Elementary School in 
Woodstock, Vermont, to get a taste of 
what the Traveling Team does on the 
road. They watched the team perform 
and entertained the students with a 
short demonstration of their own.

With less than a month to go until 
their departure for Washington DC, the 
Traveling Team and AOW Boosters are 
working hard to reach complete funding 
for their trip. During April team mem-
bers could be found washing cars at the 
Fire Station, selling raffl e basket tick-
ets in New London, and helping at the 
community Easter Breakfast. On April 
12, fi fteen team members rode a total of 
1,939 laps around the gymnasium in an 

hour-and-a-half Ride-A-Thon. That’s 
78.2 miles on unicycles, or an average 
of 5.2 miles per rider! They were tired 
afterward, but it was a happy tired.
Town Wide Yard Sale

The AOW Boosters invite all Andover 
residents to join in the Town Wide Yard 
Sale on Saturday, May 6. For a donation 
of $10, your yard sale will be listed on 
the yard sale map. Maps will be distrib-
uted at the Andover Fire Station as well 
as at registered yard sale homes. 

Be sure you stop by the Fire Station for 
popcorn, hot dogs, soft drinks, and a car 
wash that day. The Team welcomes donat-
ed items to sell if you do not wish to hold 
your own yard sale. For more information 
contact Alan Hanscom at 735-5972 or 
andover_one_wheelers@yahoo.com.

Rebekah Stearns, Cam Wood, and 
Megan Hanscom were three of the 
15 Ride-A-Thon riders who totaled al-
most 2,000 laps around the gym 
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Andover One Wheelers 
Working Hard For DC

Members of the AMS Video Club are hard at work on a surprise project. (L-
r) Cam Wood, volunteer club advisor Ethney McMahon (and her preschool 
daughter Vienna), Charles Barry, Stephanie Nelson,  and Amanda Gilchrist.
 Photo: Mike Wiley

AMS Video Club Hard At Work
By Ethney McMahon
AMS Video Club Advisor

The eight fi fth grade through 
eighth grade students who make up 
the Andover Middle School Video 
Club are currently hard at work on 
a project interviewing their peers. 
While they would like the subject 
matter to remain a surprise, know it 
is a topic not only close to their hearts 
but also their minds. 

This project will air toward the lat-
ter half of the fi rst week in May. Watch 
Andover’s community access cable TV 

station, Adelphia Channel 8, for the list-
ing under AMS Video Club.

The club is also planning a May fi eld 
trip for some of its members. They will 
be visiting a school in South Burlington, 
Vermont that broadcasts a live, weekly 
television show known as The News 
Kids Choose. They will have a behind-
the-scenes look at what goes into mak-
ing a show, from the research and writ-
ing to the actual live broadcast.

Keep an eye out for another project 
they will begin working on in mid-May. 
All programs will be aired on Channel 8.

SHARE (See How Arts Reach Ev-
erybody) Day is May 22 at Andover El-
ementary/Middle School. Gisela Dar-
ling and Jennifer Bent have arranged 
for many community members to share 
their crafts, interests, 
and activities with 
the Andover students. 
Community members 
are welcome to stop 
in on the 22nd and see 
what SHARE Day is 
all about. Workshop 
leaders have all been 
scheduled, but general 
volunteer assistance is 
always welcome.

Workshop choices varied from grade 
level to grade level. The traditional fa-
vorites such as tie dying, lacrosse, golf, 
ceramics, and woodworking fi ll up 
quickly. New workshops include video 
taping and editing, spinning wool, bat-
ting cage practice, shadow puppets, 

song writing, and stilt making. 
There is also the fl ower plant-

ing workshop which always pro-
duces beautiful results. By the end of 
SHARE Day the AE/MS courtyard 

area is bursting with 
colorful plants care-
fully chosen to bloom 
throughout the spring, 
summer, and early fall.

Workshops are sched-
uled for the morning, and 
the students and staff are 
treated to musical en-
tertainment in the after-
noon. Students have the 
opportunity to see what 

others created in their morning workshops 
and share their experiences. Andover com-
munity member Percy Hill will provide 
lots of musical fun to end the day.

If you would like to be part of SHARE 
Day, please call Gisela Darling at 735-
5681 or Jane Slayton at 735-5400.

 

SHARE Day Is May 22
By Mike Silverstein
AE/MS Track and Field Coach

This is the second year that AE/MS 
will have a track team. Again, we have 
about 50 students participating, but 
this year we limited the team to sixth 
through eighth graders. The coaches 
are Mr. Silverstein and Mrs. Hill. Mr. 
Young (and sometimes Mrs. Young, 
too) are volunteer coaches who come 
to virtually every practice and help the 
team work out. They both come with 
a lot of experiences which really help 
the team. 

The team practices in groups, so we 
can better manage the athletes. Sixth 
graders have practice on Mondays. Sev-
enth and eighth grade boys have prac-
tice on Tuesdays. Seventh and eighth 
grade girls have practice on Thursdays. 

The practice schedule is such that 
many of the athletes can also play base-
ball or softball. Many athletes that are 
not involved in other sports are working 
out individually or in groups, because 
they know they need more conditioning 
to do their best. 

The team is scheduled for fi ve meets, 
one every week, starting April 14. We 
don’t have the facilities to have home 
meets, but we have several of our meets 
at nearby schools, so we encourage our 

AE/MS Track Is Back!
friends, family, teachers, and communi-
ty members to come support the team!

The following is our schedule:
• April 14 at Inter-Lakes
• April 19 at Winnisquam
• May 3 at Merrimack Valley
• May 18 at Laconia
• May 25 at Kearsarge
All meets start at 3:30.
This program is mainly to introduce 

students to the world of track and fi eld. 
Merrimack Valley High School has an 
excellent track and fi eld program, and 
we want AE/MS students who go on to 
MVHS to feel comfortable enough to 
join in if they so choose. 

When participating in track and fi eld 
it is often diffi cult to see or feel your 
progress, because the events are mea-
sured in inches and seconds. Your op-
ponents are constantly changing, but 
the real contest is against yourself. It’s 
a great feeling when you learn how to 
hurdle better, run faster, or throw far-
ther than you ever could before. 

As coaches, it’s been fun to see re-
turning athletes come to practice and 
realize they have grown! This track 
season looks to be another very exciting 
time and promises to help our athletes 
jump farther, run faster, and throw far-
ther than ever before.
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