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relaxed, pick-up style beginning in mid-
June. He also invites incoming ninth 
grade boys and can be reached for fur-
ther information by calling 753-4391.

Kim Kenney is currently teaching 
at MV and will be coordinating girls 
summer junior varsity and varsity fi eld 
hockey beginning on June 18. Newcom-
ers to the sport, or those just wondering 
if they may enjoy fi eld hockey, should 
contact Kim at 796-2773 for more infor-
mation.  She wants everyone interested 
to give it a try, so don’t worry if you do 
not own a fi eld hockey stick – she has 
plenty available for use.

Mark Boucher is also a teacher at MV 
who is coordinating the summer boys 
soccer program. Tryouts for the summer 
team will be June 1 at 3 PM at MVHS. 
They are open to players currently in 
grades 8 through 11. They are also trying 
to go away to soccer camp the last week 
in July. This is open to middle school and 
high school players.  Call Mark on any of 
the programs at 568-8583.

Kevin O’Brien, the Athletics Coor-
dinator at MVHS, and David Ander-
son will be coming to AE/MS in late 
May or early June to speak with current 
eighth graders on the summer sports 
programs, as well as provide informa-
tion on schedules and dates for fall 
sports try-outs.

The friends our kids make during 
the summer by participating in these 
programs may very well be their new 
friends in high school and beyond. It’s a 
great opportunity for them to keep busy 
and to stay in shape. Look for more in-
formation in upcoming AE/MS Friday 
newsletters.
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By Audrey J. Pellegrino
AE/MS Kindergarten Teacher and 
Poetry Recital Coordinator

Memorization of poetry and prose 
was a traditional method of teaching in 
the early 1900s and before.

How often does a tune come on the 
radio or someone begins a poem and 
you chime along? The rhythm, rhyme, 
and our ability to create a visual picture 
allows us to remember thousands of 
songs and poems for years. An exam-
ple would be Humpty Dumpty. Some 
of you may not have read or heard this 
rhyme for 40 years, yet you could still 
recite it today.

Memorization and recital remain 
powerful teaching tools. In today’s 
world people are often called upon to 
speak to an audience or at a meeting. 
Public speaking is usually not a favorite 
of anyone, but it is a necessary skill.

For the past 12 years it has been an 
AE/MS tradition to hold a poetry recital. 
Each student in the school memorizes a 
poem or written piece and recites it to a 
panel of judges. Four students are then 
chosen from each class to recite their 
pieces in an evening recital.

Pieces vary greatly, from nursery 
rhymes to Shel Silverstein to Robert 
Frost to Edgar Allen Poe. As well, there 
are always a number of students who 
write their own pieces.

Please stop and ask an AE/MS stu-
dent to recite their piece to you. They 
will be able to, and most will still re-
member it 20 years from now.

Selected for the 2006 AE/MS Poetry 
Recital were:
First Grade - Mrs. Bent

Lauren Boisvert
Carly Eber
Chelsea Thompson
Alternate - Jared Duquette

First Grade - Mr. Wiley
Annika Johnson
Katelyn Kinson
Brandon Richardson
Alternate - Ainsley Goodwin

Second Grade - Ms. Hildebrand
Joel Beauman
Logan Marcus
Taylor Methven
Alternate - Ben Yusko

Second Grade - Mr. Jensen
Colby Dalton-Benoit
Brandon Jackson
Alyssa Smith
Alternate - Austin Marceau

Third Grade - Mr. Hubbard
Thadeus Bicknell
Olivia Henriques
Aaron Smith
Alternate - Michael Mussey

Third Grade - Miss Wallace
Alicia Barry
Nicole Barton
Erin Hanscom
Alternate - Shannon Haley

Fourth Grade - Ms. Fitzpatrick
Sam Barrett
Nathan French
Erin Frost

Alternate - Brooke Ellis
Fourth Grade - Mrs. Kidane

Haley Adams
Jake Hubbard
Rebekah Stearns
Alternate - Tucker Peters

Fifth Grade
Ben Cox
Amelia Gilchrist
Kristi Perreault
Alternate - Madison Powers

Sixth Grade
Ashleigh Fife
Bridget O’Mara
Maddy Pfeifer
Alternate - Derrick Nowell

Seventh Grade
Joshua Bennett
Becca Lance
Sooki Vercellotti
Alternate - Kassie Lamper

Eighth Grade
Ryan Davis and Tyler Waine
Hannah Frantz and Lizzie Rego
Amy Lamos
Alternate - John Dukette

AE/MS Poetry Recital

A TEACHER IS…
As part of Staff Appreciation Week 

at AE/MS, the students in grades 
one through fi ve participated in a 
contest to write a poem entitled A 
Teacher Is…. Here are the win-
ners, each of whom received four 
tickets to a Fisher Cats baseball 
game.

A Teacher Is…
By Bryan Underhill, Grade 1
A teacher is very, very cool!
Teachers are awesome!
Teachers are so awesome that I 

can’t believe my eyes!

A Teacher Is…
By Erin Hanscom, Grade 3
A teacher is kind and caring.
A teacher ties your shoes for you
Or pushes you on the swing.
A teacher helps you learn to read
And remember your times table.
A teacher cheers you up when you 

are down.
I am glad that we have teachers
Because we can’t learn without 

them.

A Teacher Is…
By Lydia Walker, Grade 5
Terrifi c with children
Excited about teaching
Amazing at what they do
Challenging you to work hard
Happy about coming to school 

every day
Energetic in their teaching 

methods
Really fun to be with

By Nathan French
AE/MS Fourth Grade

On Thursday, April 6, the Andover 
fourth grade traveled to the Boston Muse-
um of Science for an overnight fi eld trip.

When we got to Boston, the fourth 
grade had shows, workshops, and ex-
ploring to do.

The fi rst show was a lightning show. 
Many amazing things happened, in-
cluding an indoor lightning storm where 
you could see incredible but frightening 
lightning right before your eyes. 

The show proved that what many peo-
ple think about tires protecting you from 
lightning, while in car during a storm, is 
not true. It is actually the metal of the car 
that protects you. The presenter proved 
this by putting herself in an all-metal 
cage and touching the inside bars while 
100 volts of electricity shocked the cage. 
She was unharmed. According to the 
presenter, when a car is struck by light-
ning the electricity travels on the outside 
of the metal, so as long as you don’t touch 
the outside of the car you would be safe. 

The show ended at 11 PM. After the 
show everyone went to bed. Half of the 
fourth grade slept in the observatory 
and the other half slept in the Human 
Body Connection Exhibit.

The next day there was more explor-
ing and a lot of people had the gift shop 
as the fi rst thing to explore. In the af-
ternoon, after two fun days, we left and 
went back to school.

A Field Trip To Boston

Andover Elementary/Middle School is 
having a Career Day on Thursday, June 8. 
We need volunteers who would be willing 
to talk about their careers with our sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade students.

If you are interested, please contact 
Mrs. Lynn Tiede at 735-5494.

Career Day

A colorful scarf will 
Add Fun to Any Outfi t! 

Handknits by Judy are available at

Take A Peek Gift Shop
in East Andover, and 

Artisan’s Workshop 
in New London  

or call Judy Evans at 735-5331

Handknits
by

Judy
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