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By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

A broad swath of New England 
suffered under a stalled low-pressure 
system for several days in mid-May, 
bringing heavy rain and fl ooding levels 
unseen in 70 years to Andover. Through 
three dramatic days – Saturday, May 13 
to Monday, May 15 – Andover’s public 
safety teams worked tirelessly to protect 
people and property.

Some of the biggest challenges of 
The Mother’s Day Flood of ’06:

• The pond on the Proctor campus 
overfl owed

• Bridge Road was cut off from Main 
Street

• Main Street east of Pizza Chef was 
fl ooded and closed

• Evacuations from fl ooded houses 
on Bay Road

• Route 4 closed at Plains/Bay Road 
and Fenvale

• Houses fl ooded and/or sandbagged 
around Highland Lake and on Ma-
ple Street

• The dam at Highland Lake under 
signifi cant stress

You’ll fi nd 100 photos of these chal-
lenges and other scenes of fl ooding on 
the Beacon Web site at AndoverBeacon.
com.
Summary Of Three Tough Days

In total, 14 roads in Andover were 
impacted by washouts or by water over 
the road. Andover’s Road Agent, John 
Thompson, and his crew worked day 
and night to keep roads open and pro-
tect them from damage, while at the 
same time fi lling sandbags and rein-
forcing the Highland Lake dam.

Thornton Wilder’s Our Town was presented by the Andover Historical Soci-
ety and the Sunapee-Kearsarge Intercommunity Theatre on two weekends 
in May. The cast (pictured above during dress rehearsal) delighted sold-out 
houses at each of fi ve performances. Photo: Bob Bussey

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

On May 3, Representative Jim 
Danforth hosted a public meeting at 
which New Hampshire Department 
of Transportation engineers Alan 
Hanscom and Bill Olderburg fi elded 
questions about three major road proj-
ects in Andover. About 20 residents 
attended the meeting, including repre-
sentatives from the Selectmen, the Con-
servation Commission, the Historical 
Society, the Cemetery Trustees, and the 
Friends of the Northern Rail Trail, as 
well as residents whose property would 
be affected by the projects.
Potter Place Overpass

The overpass bridge in Potter Place 
is red-listed by DOT and is slated for at-
tention in 2008. Preliminary estimates 
suggest it would cost about $2.2 million 

to repair the bridge, but some people 
in DOT are suggesting that the bridge 
should be replaced with a traditional 
four-way intersection for a savings of 
about $700,000.

To accomplish this, Route 11 would 
be lowered and Route 4 would be raised. 
The rail bed, which is used extensively 
by snowmobiles now and in the future 
could become an all-season rail trail, 
would pass under Route 11 in a box 
culvert large enough to accommodate a 
trail grooming machine.

DOT’s plans at this point are very 
preliminary, but one of the options un-
der consideration would eliminate De-
pot Street between Route 11 and Potter 
Place, creating room for two ball fi elds 
and ample parking for both the ball 
fi elds and the Rail Trail. Both DOT rep-

By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

The Andover School Board is 
pleased with the level of response from 
the community to our survey. Approxi-
mately 10% of the surveys sent out ask-
ing for feedback on the planning for the 
future of our school facility have been 
returned. Responses are being tabulat-
ed and studied and the results will be 
presented at the School Board meeting 
on Tuesday, June 6 from 7 PM to 7:30 
PM in the AE/MS gym. 

If you have not had a chance to fi ll 
out the questionnaire, there is still time. 
Surveys are available at the Town Of-
fi ce, the AE/MS Offi ce, or on the Bea-
con’s Web site at AndoverBeacon.com. 
You are also welcome to share your 
opinions and thoughts at the public pre-
sentation on June 6.

For questions about the survey, feel 
free to call any of the Andover School 

Board members – Vicky Mishcon, 
Robin Boynton, David Powers, Dave 
Hewitt, or Doug Boisvert.

The School Board’s agenda for the 
next few months is as follows:
June

• Use survey results and other public 
feedback to pick two or three op-
tions to study in detail.

• Select an architect/engineering fi rm.
July

• Selected fi rm produces drawings 
and cost estimates for two or three 
options.

August 
• Review architect/engineering work. 
• Create a community task force to 

analyze options and make recom-
mendations.

September and October
• Task force meets. 
• Task force holds a public forum to pres-

ent its work and recommendations.

See Flood  on page 4

See DOT  on page 2

Worst Flooding In 70 Years
Firefi ghters from 17 towns came to help the Andover and East Andover Fire 
Departments pump the pond at Proctor. Photo: David Brownell

Bridge Road was passable only by watercraft during the height of the fl ooding.
 Photo: Bob Bussey

DOT Discusses Road Projects

Andover School Board Presents 
Results Of Survey On June 6


