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project. She thought it would be an eye-
opener for her classmates, who will 
celebrate their senior prom tonight and 
graduation next month.

Chelsae, 17, also hoped to help her 
family. The Meiers had not spoken with 
Brasier since shortly after the crash. 
And Chelsae thought that distance was 
getting in the way of their healing.

“Our family isn’t about being an-
gry, and we wanted to forgive,”Chelsae 
said. “But it was awkward.” She asked 
Brasier to help her with her senior proj-
ect and invited Nicholas’s parents and 
other relatives to watch.

Yesterday, before her talk, Brasier, 
21, apologized to the Meiers privately 
in a classroom. After speaking, the 
Meiers made their way to the front 
of the auditorium to hug Brasier and, 
through tears, wish her well. Lisa Mei-
er, Nicholas’s mother, said reconnect-
ing helped.

“Hate is a pretty strong emotion,” she 
said. “And all it does is tear you apart.”

The juniors and seniors who listened 
to Brasier also seemed moved.

Several wiped tears from their eyes 
and some had questions after Brasier 
and Chelsae spoke. One wanted to 
know if Brasier and her boyfriend were 
wearing seatbelts when they went off 
the road. They weren’t. Another wanted 
to know if Nicholas’s death has changed 
the way his family drives. Yes. Chelsae 
said she always wears her seatbelt and 

doesn’t balk when her mother reminds 
her to drive safely.

Nicholas Meier, an Army reserv-
ist, was home on leave when he died in 
March 2004. He and Brasier had been 
dating since 2002 and were on their 
way to Concord the night they crashed. 
Brasier said yesterday she was trying 
to catch up to friends in a car ahead of 
them at the time. They had been leap-
frogging the length of Route 4 when 
Brasier hit the gas pedal a fi nal time in 
an effort to catch the other car.

“I don’t recall, but from what I am 
told, I was doing 105 mph in a 50 mph 
zone,” Brasier said.

She went off the road and into a tree. 
The friends pulled her to safety but 
Nicholas Meier was dead. It would take 
rescue crews two hours to pry him from 
the car, Brasier said yesterday. When 
fi refi ghters did arrive, Nicholas’s uncle, 
a fi refi ghter, was with them. He didn’t 
know until after he was sent home that 
his nephew was in the car.

The Meier family buried Nicholas in 
the veteran’s cemetery in Boscawen, but 
Brasier missed it because she was hospi-
talized. She lost a fi nger, suffered several 
broken bones and needed three months 
of physical therapy to walk again.

“But in the end,” she said yesterday, 
“the worst part of this was that Nic was 
dead, and his family could not help him 
like my family helped me.”

Brasier pleaded guilty to a negligent 
homicide charge and served nine months 
in prison. The judge also revoked her 
driver’s license for eight years.

Behind bars, Brasier wrote a letter 
to her boyfriend, apologizing for what 
she’d done to him and his family. She 
read part of it [during her talk], stop-
ping once to collect herself. She said 
afterward that pausing is how she keeps 
herself from crying. “I haven’t fully 
dealt with everything yet,” she said.

Before leaving, Brasier and Chelsae 
asked the students again to remember 
their story. “I hope you take this and 
don’t let it happen to you or to someone 
you care about,” Chelsae said.

Brasier goes to Franklin High School 
next and then to Hopkinton High School. 
Chelsae won’t be part of the remaining 
visits because her project is done.
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Come Home to the Country

Sherry Noyes Tony ScarpaBev Digilio

Lake Sunapee Waterfront
� Newly built 3 BR 3½ bath home w/beach
� 24 ft dock, lighthouse & Kearsarge views
� Open concept, 3 floors, walkout LL to water

Sunapee $1,260,000

Custom Built with Views
� Open kitchen, DR & LR w/exposed beams 
� Beautifully landscaped, FP & woodstoves
� Master suite w/bath, detached garage

Newbury  $549,900

Views and Much More
� 3,100 sf. with 3 bedrooms and 3 full baths
� 4½ acres / large deck / farmers porch
� Open kitchen with solid-surface counters

Springfi eld   $339,000

Contemporary Cape w/Views
� Fabulous views, 3 levels each w/full bath
� 10 private acres w/mature landscaping
� Large deck, LL family room, 3-car garage

New London  $699,000

New Englander on 3 acres
� 3 bedrooms, 1½ baths, detached garage
� Easy access to I-89 and new middle school
� HW fl rs, remodeled kitchen, new windows

Sutton  $229,000

Great Commercial Location
� High traffic count, three phase power at road
� Good access to major highways
� Includes commercial building and home

Newbury $489,000

Easy-living Ranch
� 3 BRs, 1½ baths, overlooks pond, HW flrs.
� 3 lots of record, finishable lower level
� Mt. Sunapee seasonal views, nice landscaping

Sunapee  $349,000

3,600 sf of Finished Space
� 4 levels of living, walkout LL, 4-bay garage
� Hardwood & tile fl oors, formal LR w/gas FP
� Wraparound porch/deck, 2 open acres

Newbury  $445,000

What ever happened to 

Owl’s Nest Lodge?
It has transformed into

Bluewater Farm Lakeside Lodge & Cottages
now happily owned and operated by Deb Brower.

Looking for a special place to hold a group function any time 
of year? We may be that place. Contact us today 
for more information or to schedule a visit.
ContactUs@bluewaterfarm.net
Bradley Lake • Andover NH
603 735-5159

American Red Cross

June 12 – August 13 (tentative)
Class meets two nights per week 

and four Saturdays.
Enrollment limited to 14.

NO CHARGE - Paid for by the 
ANDOVER RESCUE SQUAD

Contact Phil Hackmann at 934-3225 
or phil@proctornet.com

Emergency 
Response 

Course


