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BECOME A BEACON MEMBER!

 Your Name ______________________________
 Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

 Other Name ______________________________
 Other Address ______________________________
 City, State, Zip ______________________________
 Phone or E-mail ______________________________

Seasonal: which months are you at the “other” address?
____________________________________________

Here’s my member donation of $_________ for (check one):

□ Local   □ Seasonal ($25 min)   □ Out of Town ($25 min)   □ Gift ($25 min)

Andover Beacon • PO Box 149 • Andover NH 03216 • Thank you!

Beacon Bits

Next Month’s Beacon…
…should be in mailboxes on Friday, 
September 29. Please get all ads, ar-
ticles, etc. to us by Fri., Sept. 15Fri., Sept. 15 at the 
latest. And earlier is always better!earlier is always better!

BEACON MEMBERS WIN!
Each month the Beacon holds a random drawing among its members to 

give away valuable prizes provided by area businesses. Become a member for 
a year, support the Beacon, and join the fun! This month’s winners are:

Andover Pizza Chef Large 2-Topping Pizza Gail Richards
Andover Service Club Cookbook Yvette Shaw
Blackwater Junct. Rest. Breakfast for Two Clyde and Shirley Currier
Bowie’s Market Breakfast for Two Anna Sell
Forest Cone & Evergreen Yankee Candle Bob and Robin Jackman
Kearsarge Magazine 1-Year Subscription George and Phyllis Kidder
MacKenna’s Restaurant Gift Certifi cate Susan Baker
Mary Kay - Laura Condon Gift Certifi cate Susan Nelson
New Horizons Hairstylists Hair Care Products Melissa Barton

Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.Winners – contact the Beacon at 735-5331 to collect your prize.
Prizes not redeemable for cash.

It takes two calories of fossil fuel to 
produce one calorie of food. Conven-

tional agriculture relies heavily on oil 
to fertilize fi elds and process and trans-
port produce to our dinner tables. With 
the price of oil continually rising, food 
bills can only increase proportionally. 

In the very near future, it will become 
crucial that our food be grown using less 
oil by going back to sustainable agricul-
tural practices and producing more food 
locally. Andover’s remaining farm land 
must be protected for this reason.

When I approach Andover from the 
East, I not only admire the Hersey’s farm 
for its bucolic beauty, I also see a victory 
garden, the fi eld that will grow tomor-
row’s dinner. The Herseys’ decades of 
outstanding land stewardship has cre-
ated a precious, fertile substrate, so rare 
in New Hampshire, and that is what the 
Herseys are offering to preserve. 

We must honor that incredible gift 
and strive to save their land from devel-
opment. Perhaps in the future that land 
will produce for roadside stands like 
the one Kat Darling runs in Andover, 
or be run as a Community Sponsored 
Agriculture garden like the one Nelson 
Lebo and 25 members operated on the 
Proctor campus. 

By their willingness to conserve their 
farm, the Herseys are enhancing our lo-
cal food security. Their commitment 
to the land, their care for the town, and 
their generosity ought not be betrayed.

Eric Viandier

Letters

Kat Darling grows produce locally 
and sells it at her farmstand on Main 
Street in Potter Place on Wednes-
days from 2 to 6 and at the Wilmot 
Farmers Market on Saturdays.
 Photo: Charlie Darling

Rail Trail  from page 1

Emily Kalina, and Charles Martin.
The day promises to be fun for the 

entire family, with a 5K footrace orga-
nized by AE/MS’ Mike Silverstein (see 
the article on page 16) and a bike ride 
organized by the Proctor Mountain Bike 
Team. A one-night stay at the Sugar Ma-
ple Trailside Inn in Northampton, Mas-
sachusetts will be auctioned off, with 
all proceeds going to FNRT-MC. In ad-
dition, Ed Dansereau has donated a 21-
speed 2006 Jamis Citizen bicycle with a 
suggested list price of $325 that will be 
raffl ed off during the festivities.

More than a dozen area restaurants 
and other organizations have offered 
their support, donating food and refresh-
ments for the event. Among them are:

Jake’s Market- Andover
Blackwater Restaurant - Andover

Hersey  from page 1

Tickets are three for $5 or nine for 
$10. The drawing will be on October 31.

To purchase raffl e tickets in advance 
of the Hersey Family Farm Day, con-
tact Mary Lou McCrave at 735-5686 
or mccrave@tds.net, or Trish Demers at 
735-4418 or ltasledheads@tds.net. 

For more information about the ef-
fort to purchase a conservation ease-
ment on the Hersey Family Farm, visit 
AusbonSargent.org and click on “New 
Projects.”

Proctor Academy Kitchen
Bowie’s Market - East Andover
Highland Lake Apple Farm – East 

Andover
La Meridiana - Wilmot
The Elk Farm - Danbury
Funding for Sunday Fun Day is provid-

ed by the Jocelyn F. Gutchess Fund of the 
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation 
and a grant from Mascoma Savings Bank.

FNRT-MC is a not-for-profi t orga-
nization working to convert a 34-mile 
stretch of the Northern Rail Line into 
a four-season recreational and trans-
portation trail. The Merrimack County 
branch runs through Danbury, Wilmot, 
Andover, Franklin, and Boscawen. For 
more information, visit FNRT.org

Beacon Guides Beacon Guides 
WantedWanted

Beacon Guides are vital links 
in creating each issue of The The 
Andover Beacon,Andover Beacon, guiding and 

encouraging contributors 
and keeping them on track. 

Volunteer as much or as 
little time as you like helping 
a page of the Beacon come 
together. For more info, call 

Charlie at
735-6099.735-6099.

You’re reading the 24th monthly is-
sue of the new Beacon – that’s two full 
years of publication under our belt now. 
With two complete cycles behind us, I’m 
starting to see some patterns emerge.

One is that the September issue is a 
tough one to prepare. August for most 
people is a time for enjoying summer, 
family vacations, and getting ready for 
the new school year. I imagine that vol-
unteerism nationwide is at a low ebb in 
August, and Andover’s no different.

And that makes me realize just how 
vulnerable the Beacon still is. With just 
a small decrease in the amount of vol-
unteer help available, getting the paper 
to you becomes an almost insurmount-
able challenge.

The bottom line? Don’t start taking 
the Beacon for granted! Like any vol-
unteer organization, as soon as you start 
taking it for granted, it will probably go 
away.

For the Beacon to survive over the 
long haul, it’s going to take more volun-
teers than we currently have. Meeting 
that challenge is going to be my obses-
sive focus over the coming months. 

I’ll be working particularly hard on 
fi lling a few key positions:

• A Volunteer Coordinator to take 
charge of volunteer recruitment

• A Fundraising Coordinator to man-
age our fundraising efforts

• A Content Coordinator to manage 
each month’s stories and photos

•  An Ad Sales Manager to manage 
our ads and advertisers

• A Production Assistant to help get 
the paper to press and into the mail

Please help me in this do-or-die 
quest to build a Beacon that will last. If 
you know someone who might fi ll one 
of these positions, please let me know!


