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A contentious plan to install a land-
fi ll in a bend of the Merrimack River 
in Canterbury is dead, at least for now: 
The trash cooperative that wanted to 
build it has withdrawn its application.

The Concord Regional Solid Waste/
Resource Recovery Cooperative an-
nounced its decision in a news release 
[on August 2], citing the recent exten-
sion of the co-op’s contract to burn its 
trash at the Wheelabrator incinerator in 
Penacook. [Andover is a member of the 
co-op, which handles all our trash when 
it leaves the Transfer Station.] The co-
op has also abandoned an application to 
shore up a part of 
the riverbank that 
threatens its ac-
cess road.

“In the near 
term, the coop-
erative will focus 
its efforts on the 
permitting and ex-
pansion of the ash 
landfi ll in Frank-
lin, which is un-
der way,” the co-
op’s director, Jim 
Presher, said in the 
press release.

According to 
the co-op’s Web 
site, the ash land-
fi ll’s latest expan-
sion will provide 
room until 2009.

For die-hard 
landfi ll opponents, 
the announcement 
was a shock.

“I’m totally 
speechless,” said John Bouton, the chair-
man of the steering committee for the 
Oxbow Initiative, a group that formed 
to oppose the landfi ll. Oxbow made its 
case to [some] co-op towns’ conserva-
tion commissions this spring, and it was 
also responsible for an anti-landfi ll peti-
tion that has garnered 4,000 signatures. 
[The Oxbow Initiative did not present 
its case to Andover offi cials.]

“I think that there is really going to 
be a continuing need for vigilance rela-
tive to the river,” Bouton said after he 
recovered, “and we are eager to be part 
of the solution to our solid waste prob-
lems down the road.”

The co-op, which serves 27 towns and 
cities [including Andover] in the capital 
region, bought the land in 1999 and fi led 
a landfi ll application with the state De-
partment of Environmental Services 18 
months ago, prompting an outcry from 
residents who feared the effects the land-
fi ll could have on the river.

Since then, its selectmen estimated, 
the town of Canterbury has spent more 
than $40,000 arguing that the site was 
unsuitable. Thirteen of the member 
towns’ conservation commissions have 

voiced their disapproval of the plan, and 
two other towns voted against it at town 
meeting. It has inspired more than 45 
letters to the Monitor. 

Critics argued that the site was unsta-
ble and vulnerable to erosion, and that the 
landfi ll would threaten nearby conserva-
tion lands and a river the state had spent 
more than $200 million cleaning up.

“It’s clear that this is not the site for a 
regional landfi ll,” Bouton said.

Co-op offi cials argued that the land-
fi ll would not threaten the river and was 
an economic necessity. The co-op has 
burned its trash for energy at Wheela-
brator since the plant was built in 1989, 
but Jim Presher, the co-op’s director, said 
rate increases after the expiration of the 

current contract 
would make burn-
ing unfeasible.

The contract 
had been set to ex-
pire in 2009, but 
[in late July], the 
co-op and Whee-
labrator agreed to 
continue burning 
at least through 
2014 and possibly 
through 2018, a 
deal that had been 
in the works since 
representatives of 
each member town 
approved it last 
year. The exten-
sion convinced the 
co-op’s operating 
committee that the 
landfi ll application 
was “no longer 
timely,” the press 
release said.

At the Depart-
ment of Environmental Services, the 
documents the co-op submitted for its 
landfi ll permit application measured 
more than 18 inches high. Several of 
those inches had to do with the river’s 
possible effects on the landfi ll and 
vice versa. 

Throughout its application, the co-
op’s engineering fi rm, CMA Engi-
neers, maintained that the rate of ero-
sion on the riverbanks was about 0.1 
feet a year and that the site would not be 
threatened by the river for hundreds of 
years. Aries Engineering, a fi rm hired 
by Canterbury, said erosion could range 
from 0.1 to 11 feet a year. 

In a rebuttal, CMA maintained the 
original rates, but in the press release, 
Presher said surveyors found a con-
siderable amount of new erosion last 
spring near the co-op’s access road, on 
the south side of the parcel.

“It had moved almost nine feet to the 
east since they last surveyed the prop-
erty in February of this year,” said Bob 
Steenson, who is the co-op’s Canterbury 
representative, a member of the co-op 
operating committee, and a Canterbury 
selectman.

When the co-op applied last spring 
for a permit to try to stop erosion on 
that section of riverbank, Presher was 
careful to point out that the erosion was 
from a seam of groundwater, not the riv-
er, and it threatened the access road, not 
the area where the landfi ll would stand. 
But Steenson said [on August 2] that 
the co-op found that the land north of 
the original area of concern also would 
need erosion control, leading to further 
expenses and permit applications.

“The co-op realized that the plan they 
had to stabilize the riverbank would not 
solve the problem,” he said.

In its press release, the co-op left 
open the possibility of future riverbank 
stabilization - and another landfi ll ap-
plication for the same site.

“This also allows time to evaluate 
long-term slope stabilization programs 
for the Canterbury access road, with 
wetlands and solid waste facility permit 
applications to be reconfi gured and re-
fi led at an appropriate future date, de-
pending on the circumstances,” Presher 
said in the press release.

“Now, also, the co-op has the oppor-
tunity to begin to look at alternatives 
and to perform the kind of site search 
they should have done in the fi rst place,” 
Steenson said.

The co-op’s announcement was ap-
plauded in Canterbury, whose selectmen 
had declared the town’s opposition to the 
landfi ll after reading the Aries report.

“The withdrawal of the two permit 
applications by the co-op is a great vic-
tory for a tremendous natural resource, 
the Merrimack River, the citizens and 
communities downstream, and all those 
throughout New Hampshire who trea-
sure our environment,” the selectmen 
said. “This was a worthwhile effort and 
money well spent.”

The landfi ll was partially what in-
spired Canterbury voters to adopt a 
pay-as-you-throw trash system at town 
meeting this year, and the selectmen 
said they hoped other co-op communi-
ties would look at reducing their own 
waste loads.

The co-op’s press release shared a 
similar sentiment, saying the co-op was 
looking at ways to increase recycling.

Bouton said the landfi ll fi ght might 
not be over. “I wouldn’t call this dead,” 
he said. “I would call this pending. But 
it’s certainly exciting, because it buys 
all of us time to continue to raise public 
awareness of our solid waste problem.”

“Now what we have to do is fi gure out 
much better ways to manage our trash, 
like recycling and other technologies,” said 
Oxbow’s spokeswoman, Patricia Bass.

As for the proposed landfi ll site, 
the co-op did not reveal its immediate 
plans. But Bouton has a suggestion for 
the parcel, which sits south of the Gold 
Star Sold Farm conservation area and 
north of the Riverland conservation 
area: buy the land from the co-op and 
make that a conservation area, too.
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Andover’s Voice On 
The Co-op

Mark Stetson, Andover’s Town 
Administrator, serves as our rep-
resentative on the co-op’s oper-
ating committee. Mark had this 
to say about the recent develop-
ments:

“First, my reason for voting to 
pull the permit applications was 
based upon fi scal responsibil-
ity. To me it makes no sense to 
proceed with the permiting to 
stabilize the area threatening the 
access road until we have a real 
idea of the scope of work involved 
and an estimate of the cost to do 
that work.

“Second, we can’t lose sight 
of the fact that we need to look 
beyond the expiration of the con-
tract with Wheelabrator to fi nd a 
reasonable way to dispose of our 
trash. This is a long-term problem 
that needs a long-term solution.”
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Serving the New London/
Kearsarge Area Since 1977

Fee Schedule
First Flue $80
Additional Flues $60 each
Fireplaces Add $40 each

SWAP SWAP 
SHOP SHOP 
DAYDAY

will be September 16, 
7:30 AM to 3:30 PM. 
Rain date: Sept. 23. 
Reusable, working 

items only, please! No 
upholstered furniture, 
tires, windows, doors, 

electronics, or 
porcelain fi xtures. 
Volunteers needed! 


