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throughout the year. Tune your radio 
to AM 1450 or listen on the internet at 
WKXL1450.com.
Important Dates

September 7: High School Open 
House, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

September 7: Senior Project Parent 
Meeting, 8 PM

September 15-16: Home-Coming 
Weekend

September 19: School Photos, Grades 
9 and 12

September 20: School Photos, 
Grades 10 and 11

For more info, visit www.mv.k12.nh.us/
mvhs.html or call MVHS at 753-4311.
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By Carmen Bates
AE/MS Parent-Teacher Organization

The teachers at Andover Elemen-
tary/Middle School started back to 
school for a teacher workday on August 
24. They got their classrooms ready for 
their new students and went on a bus 
ride around town. When they returned 
to the school they were treated to a sur-
prise make-your-own-sundae feast by 
the parents of the students.

On the fi rst day of school, all of the 
teachers and staff were surprised with 
Back to School Survival Kits, contain-
ing such items as a hot cocoa packet 
for a warm welcome back. These kits 

PTO Surprises AE/ms Staff
were a gift to the staff from the par-
ents as a way to help them get off to a 
good start and for them to know that 
we support them.

The AE/MS PTO is alive and well in 
Andover. We have been communicating 
mainly by e-mail at this point. There are 
about 15 parents that contribute to these 
types of activities. If you would like to 
be a part of the PTO, please come to our 
fi rst meeting of the year on September 
25 at 7 PM at AE/MS.

“A single act of kindness throws out 
roots in all directions, and the roots 
spring up to make new trees.” – Law-
rence G. Lovasik

Assistant Principal Kristin Flaherty enjoys the PTO’s surprise ice cream sun-
dae buffet on the staff’s fi rst day back to school. Photo: Carmen Bates

By Jane Slayton
Principal, AE/MS

There was one new face among the 
Andover Elementary / Middle School 
faculty when they returned to school on 
August 24. Susan Avis is the only new 
teacher and will fi ll a brand new posi-
tion at AE/MS. Susan will be the Read-
ing Specialist/Enrichment Coordinator 
two days per week.

Susan comes to Andover from Goff-
stown’s Maple Avenue Elementary 
School. She has also worked in Weare 
and Henniker. Susan did her undergradu-
ate work at Rutgers University and later 
completed master’s level work in Reading 
at the University of New Hampshire.

Susan is the fi rst-ever Reading Spe-
cialist at AE/MS. She will begin by 
analyzing the current literacy instruction 
and assessment. This will involve re-
viewing documents, curriculum, assess-
ments, and reports. She will be visiting 

AE/MS Welcomes New Reading Specialist
classrooms and provide consultation to 
teachers to help them meet the needs of 
all students. Together the staff will work 
to strengthen literacy instruction.

In Susan’s other role as Enrichment 
Coordinator she will develop strategies 
to meet the needs of signifi cantly above 
grade level readers after familiarizing 
herself with the curriculum and the 
strengths of the students.

Plymouth Writing Project
Alicia Barry and Haley Peters 

of AE/MS both attended Summer 
Camp for Young Writers at Plym-
outh State University this summer. 

Alicia (third from left) is shown 
hard at work,

 fl anked by two of the “fellows” 
of the Plymouth Writing Project for 
Teachers. 

Haley was a real leader this year.  
I heard many raves about her tal-
ent as a writer and as a facilitator.  

I cannot praise this program 
enough – the vitality of thinking and 
sharing among teachers is great!
 Photo and caption: 
 Gretchen Hildebrand

Stephanie Peters, a fi fth-grade 
teacher at Andover Elementary/
Middle School, her husband Kevin, 
and their son Joseph welcomed 
Charles Thomas Peters into their 
family earlier this year. Charles was 
born on May 5 at 8 pounds and 20 
inches. The Peters live in Bristol.

New Kindergarteners
Twenty-eight kindergarten students 

eagerly attended kindergarten orienta-
tion on August 24. They learned about 
the kindergarten classroom and their 
new school. They listened intently to 
Mrs. Pellegrino as she read a story. 

The high point came for many when 
given the opportunity to ride on the 
school bus. Many of these fi ve year olds 
have watched the yellow school buses 
pass their house for years, and now they 
were fi nally getting their chance to ride. 

Although the children and their par-
ents showed enthusiasm about starting 
school, it was clear that veteran kinder-
garten teacher, Mrs. Pellegrino, was 
more excited than anyone. Andover 
students are fortunate to have Mrs. Pel-
legrino as their fi rst public school teach-
er. It is the best beginning a child (and 
parents) can have.

Preseason soccer began for seventh 
and eighth grade students on August 
22. Coach Tucker was pleased to see ap-
proximately 35 students express an inter-
est and attend the summer practices.
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shiny hall fl oors and freshly painted 
walls upon their return. Stairwells 
and classrooms were painted, carpets 
cleaned, and tile fl oors throughout the 
building continue to sparkle. Parking 
lot lines were repainted and new sig-
nage erected.
Computer Lab And More

Probably the classroom getting the 
most attention right now is the com-
puter lab. Although student and fac-
ulty knew the lab was being replaced 
over the summer, it still came as a big 
surprise to actually see the sleek, fl at 
screen monitors and new hardware. 

As if that weren’t enough excite-
ment on the technology front, students 
and staff were thrilled to hear that the 
school now has a wireless Internet con-
nection. Students conducting scientifi c 
research can enter and retrieve data on 
their laptops. Research material can be 
accessed anywhere in the building.

Come visit anytime. Two Open Houses 
are scheduled. The Middle School Open 
House is Thursday, September 7, and the 
Elementary Open House is Thursday, 
September 21. All are welcome!

Kids !
Join The Beacon 

Team!
The Beacon needs the help of young 
people in covering the events, activi-

ties, and news that interests you.
Talk to your school or your parents 

about getting involved today!


