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By Pat Cutter
Andover Cemetery Trustees

Winter can be hard on ancient grave 
stones, and a survey this spring found 
four had fallen. George Celley’s marble 
stone in Hobbs Cemetery fell and is be-
yond repair. It will be replaced by a sim-
ple marble marker. Eliza Emery’s large 
three-piece stone in the Andover Congre-
gational Church cemetery cracked and 
also fell, and there were two more in the 
Old Center Cemetery on Main Street. 

These stones and others in Lake-
side/Lakeview and Proctor cemeteries, 
a total of 32, have been repaired by John 
Clegg of Morrisville, Vermont. This is 
John’s fourth year working in Andover 
cemeteries, and he is a careful crafts-
man with a wealth of experience repair-
ing and resetting stones. 

The most common problem, aside 
from leaning, is that two-piece stones 
were connected with metal pins that de-
teriorate over time, and the pieces come 
apart. When that happens the large 
stones fall over, and the small ones are 
no longer attached to their bases and can 
be stolen or damaged during mowing. 

John uses two methods for resetting 
leaning stones. If there is a base, the 
stone is removed from its site, the hole 
is cleaned, leveled, and a layer of fi nely 
crushed granite is packed into the hole. 
The stone is then replaced using a pad-
ded chain fall. Stones with no base are 

cemented in place, and the disturbed 
ground is loamed and seeded. 

There had been no stone restoration 
done in Andover until 10 years ago, 
and it started with a small expenditure 
every year to deal with only the needi-
est stones. Now we have an ongoing 
program and a warrant article at Town 
Meeting that has provided $4,000 for 
repair work for several years. Between 
Proctor and Lakeview cemeteries there 
is at least one more year to go. 

Will there be an end in sight? Per-
haps, but spring comes every year, and 
winter takes its toll on ancient stones.

32 Gravestones To Be Repaired

John Clegg (r) and his assistant Allen Whittemore prepare to reset one of the 
fallen grave stones in Old Center Cemetery.  Photo: Charlie Darling
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Two New Listings in 
Wonderful Wilmot!
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Major Renovations! – Charm-
ing 3 bed, 1 bath Colonial with 
NEW pine fl oors, countertops, 
antique corner and ceiling 
beams, interior paint, lighting 
and heating systems.  
 Wilmot – $249,000

Custom Built Home! – 
Bright and spacious 3 bed, 
3 bath Contemporary. First 
fl oor living at its fi nest with 
large master suite, expan-
sive kitchen, on 5+ acres.
 Wilmot – $359,000
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