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In 1996, the Dodge girls met at Me-
morial Field in Concord to participate 
in the American Cancer Walk - Mak-
ing Strides Against Breast Cancer. Sar-
ah Dodge Raney’s mother, Donna, and 
her two sisters, Cydney and Shannon, 
had come to support Sarah in her battle 
against breast cancer. 

There were approximately 200 peo-
ple gathered that day to walk. Sarah 
spoke at the event. 
Sarah’s message 
was about early 
detection and that 
you didn’t have to 
be over 40 to be-
gin self-examina-
tions. Sarah was 
23 when fi rst di-
agnosed. Sarah’s 
words were about 
support, strength, 
courage, and cher-
ishing this wonderful world we live in.

The following two years Sarah was 
not able to participate in the Walk due 
to her treatments. In 1998, Sarah lost 
her battle with breast cancer. 

The disease may have taken Sarah’s 
life, but it was no match for her spirit. 
Her spirit inspires us and lives on within 
each of us who knew her. In October of 
1998, Sarah’s sister Cydney, along with 
her daughter Sadye, arrived at Memo-
rial Field to meet her mother and sister. 
This year they would walk in memory 
of Sarah. When Cydney arrived at the 
fi eld the parking lot was full and cars 
lined the street. She thought to herself, 
“There must be a football game.” To her 
amazement, the fi eld was fi lled with ap-
proximately 1,000 people ready to walk 
in search of a cure for Breast Cancer.

As the four of them walked the route, 
they saw people wearing signs on their 
backs saying that they were walking in 
honor of or in memory of someone. One 
person’s sign said, “I’m walking in memo-
ry of Sarah Dodge Raney” – their Sarah. 

This moment was the inspiration 
for Sarah’s Soldiers. With the realiza-
tion that there were others who wanted 
to honor Sarah’s memory, they decided 
that next year they would walk together 
as a team. 

In October of 1999, 40 people joined 

Sarah’s Soldiers On The 
March Against Breast Cancer

The fi rst “offi cial” Sarah’s Soldiers battalion walked in October of 1999.

together to walk on the fi rst offi cial 
Sarah’s Soldiers team. Since then, the 
team has consistently been one of the 
top contributors to the event. Last year 
Sarah’s Soldiers raised over $13,000.

Teams make up over 90% of the par-
ticipants walking in the Concord event. 
Teams consist of 10 or more people 
pledging to raise a minimum of $60 
each. Team t-shirts sport the team name 
on the back; The Warriors, Cure Cru-
saders, Judy’s Jugs, Treasurer Chest, 

Think Pink, For 
the Girls, and Find 
Your Inner Cleav-
age to name a few.

But even with 
all the excitement 
surrounding the 
teams, individual 
walkers are most 
defi nitely wel-
come. Whether 
you walk individu-
ally or as part of a 

team, walk papers can be picked up at D. 
McLeod Florist, Einstein Bros. Bagels, 
or the Concord Camera Store, or you can 
sign up online at Cancer.org/stridesonline.

Something else of signifi cance hap-
pened that day in 1999 as the Dodge 
girls walked the fi ve-mile route: the 
ladies found themselves in need of a 
bathroom. There were no bathroom fa-
cilities to be found. 

Cydney pledged that day to get in-
volved with the event. Cydney joined 
the committee in 2000 and in 2001 she 
served as Chair. Currently she oversees 
the logistics of the event.

If you join us on October 15, you 
will be greeted along the route by water 
stations at each mile, music, food, and 
portable bathrooms at the fi eld and the 
halfway point. Never underestimate a 
woman in need of a bathroom!

Last year at the Concord event there 
were 3,200 participants. Over $335,000 
was raised. This was the largest per-
capita amount raised at a Making 
Strides event in the US! All of the mon-
ey raised goes to the cause. The event is 
sponsored by local businesses. And yes, 
those port-a-potties are donated, too. 

If you or your company is interested 
in becoming involved, please contact 
me at SarahsSoldiers@adelphia.com.

Hope begins with you…

The original “Sarah’s Soldiers” – 
Donna, Shannon, Cyndey, and Sarah

Dr. Jean-Paul Rabbath, DMD, 
FAGD, of Concord has recently as-
sumed Dr. Joseph Brodbeck’s, DMD 
dental practice at 468 Main Street in 
Tilton.

Dr. Rabbath graduated from the Uni-
versity of Montreal, Faculty of Dental 
Medicine in 1998. He completed a one 
year residency in 1999 at Monmouth 
Medical Center, New Jersey.

Dr. Rabbath is an active member 
of the Academy General of Dentistry 
(AGD), American Dental Associa-
tion, Canadian Dental Association, 
New Hampshire Dental Society, Mas-
sachusetts Dental Society, and New 
England Dental Society. Dr. Rabbath 
is also a Delegate representing New 
Hampshire for the AGD and a Mem-
bership Chair of New Hampshire 
AGD Constituent.

Dr. Rabbath is married to his wife 
Eileen and has a daughter, Hannah, 2½ 
years old and a son, Jonathan, 5 months 
old. Eileen is a teacher with a Master’s 
degree in Spanish.

Dr. Rabbath received the presti-
gious Fellowship Award from the 
Academy General of Dentistry in 
2004. In order to earn this great 
honor, Dr. Rabbath completed 500 
hours of continuing dental educa-
tion, passed a comprehensive written 
exam, and fulfi lled fi ve years of con-
tinuous membership with the AGD. 
The Fellowship Award symbolizes 
excellence in the dental profession 

and a commitment to providing ex-
ceptional patient care. Dr. Rabbath 
has now joined an elite group of more 
than 13,400 renowned professionals 
in North America who have received 
Fellowship honors to date. 

The AGD is a non-profi t organiza-
tion of more than 37,000 general den-
tists dedicated to staying up-to-date in 
the profession through continuing edu-
cation. A general dentist is the primary 
care provider for patients of all ages and 
is responsible for the diagnosis, treat-
ment, management, and overall coor-
dination of services related to patients’ 
oral health needs.

New Dental Practice Serves Andover

Joelle Donnelly has earned a bach-
elor’s degree in criminal justice from 
the University of New Haven in Con-
necticut.

GRADUATED 
Joelle Donnelly

Lorraine Keating of Chase Hill Road, 
East Andover, weighs in her 43.7 
pound, four-foot-long striped bass 
at Bridge Bait and Tackle in Salis-
bury, Massachusetts.  Lorraine, an 
avid outdoorswoman, caught this 
“cow” September 10 behind her 
boat, “Why Wait,” in Newburyport, 
Massachusetts. 
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