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By Liz Kirby
Wilmot Veterans Memorial Committee

The six-foot metal statue of a Union 
Soldier at parade rest has been standing 
atop the Wilmot Soldiers’ Monument in 
Wilmot Flat since 1920. On September 
28 he touched earth and took the fi rst 
step toward being cleaned, repaired, 
colored, and coated for protection from 
the elements in preparation for Wilm-
ot’s Bicentennial celebration, which is 
coming up in 2007. The re-dedication 
of the Veterans Memorial is planned as 
part of the Bicentennial festivities dur-
ing the third week of August, 2007.

David Court of Northfi eld is provid-
ing this service and told committee chair 
Liz Kirby that the statue needed a name 
while in his care. Kirby had recently read 
letters from a distant uncle of hers, Luc-
ien Upton, whose name is on the granite 
base of the monument. So “Private Luc-
ien” seemed an appropriate name for the 
statue. The restoration of Private Lucien 
will take a few months, so it is anticipated 
that he will be placed on his base again 
when weather permits next spring.

The Solders’ Monument was ap-
proved at Wilmot Town Meeting in 1919, 
and the committee appointed to oversee 
it was Benjamin Emons, Fred E. Good-
hue, and John K. Stearns. Descendants 
of all three still live in Wilmot. 

The land for the monument park 
was purchased from several owners by 
four citizens for $210 and deeded to the 
town. The 1920 town report states that 
the total cost was $4,930.15, of which 
$3,745.15 was raised by contributions. 

The granite monument bears the 
names of Wilmot veterans from the 
Revolution through World War I. Af-
ter World War II, there was not enough 
space for the names of the 45 men and 
women who served, so two granite tab-
lets were engraved with these names 
and placed near the monument. In the 
early 1990s the Wilmot Historical So-
ciety found that accurate records of 
Wilmot veterans were not available 
from government sources, so this tradi-
tion could not be continued. 

In 2000, Kirby approached the Se-

lectmen with a suggestion that all vet-
erans could be honored with a plaque to 
that effect being added to the memorial. 
The fi nished memorial will also feature 
landscaping designed by the Wilmot 
Garden Club and a memorial walk of 
engraved granite pavers. The memorial 
walk’s fi rst paver will bear the names 
of the three men who were the original 
committee members in 1919.
Pavers For Memorial Walk

The memorial walk will present the 
opportunity for everyone to be involved. 
The sale of pavers will help fi nance the 
project. A four inch by eight inch paver 
costs $50 and will accommodate three 
lines of engraving with 13 characters or 
spaces per line. A 12 inch by 12 inch 
paver can carry up to six lines with 14 
characters on each and costs $100. 

The purchase of a paver is tax de-
ductible and would be a thoughtful gift 
for a special person. A person can place 
a small paver with their own name to 
show support or honor a veteran, friend, 
or family member. A large paver can 
recognize an entire family, group, or 
organization and be either a memorial 
to one deceased or honor one living. 

Order blanks for the pavers are 
available at www.WilmotNH.org, and the 
Selectmen’s Offi ce can answer ques-
tions at 526-4802. A sample paver can 
be seen at the Selectmen’s Offi ce. You 
can also get order blanks from Veterans 
Memorial Committee members includ-
ing Keith Fleury, Loretta Rayno, Gary 
Zuger, Kate McKibbin, Mimi Broad-
head, and Mary Gutgsell, who is chair-
person of the Bicentennial.

An effort is being made to contact 
residents and friends of Wilmot who are 
no longer in the area about this oppor-
tunity, and everyone is urged to share 
this information.

Originally the monument had three 
fi ve-inch polished granite cannonballs 
mounted in each corner, but these have 
disappeared since the 1950s. Four of 
them were found, and if anyone knows 
the whereabouts of others, their return 
would be most appreciated, with no 
questions asked.

Wilmot Looks To Bicentennial

The statue atop Wilmot’s Soldiers’ Monument was removed for cleaning and 
repair in anticipation of Wilmot’s 2007 Bicentennial. Photo: Bob Bussey

Share Good Times and Holiday 
Festivities with Your Family and 

Friends Here in Andover!
We are happy to offer you, our neighbors, 
our hospitality with a courtesy discount* 

of 25% off the daily rate while 
your guests are in town.

The Highland Lake Inn, 
a neighborhood landmark since 1767.

COME IN AND VISIT US!
735-6426 • HighlandLakeInn.com
*Offer valid November 1 to January 15, based on availability. 

Going Away?
Worried About 

Leaving Your Best Friend?

         Mountain High Kennel
The Camp Dogs Love To Come Back To

Owner on premises • 735-6083

Call

Joyce E. Egge
Realtor - NH, ME & VT

EquineHomes.com
JEgge@tds.net

Toll-Free: 800.859.2745
Fax: 603.768.3881

PO Box 170
Danbury NH 03230

AMY SCHNEIDER M.D.

FAMILY 
MEDICINE
8 Lawrence Street

PO Box 120
Andover

735-4363 phone

Same Day
Appointments 

Available


