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Police Blotter
The Andover Police Department 

responded to 236 calls for service dur-
ing the period from October 15 through 
November 15. 

The following is a partial breakdown 
of those calls.

• Traffi c accidents – 3
• House checks – 16
• Traffi c arrest – 2
• Harassing communication – 2
• Criminal mischief complaints – 2
• Animal complaints – 6
• Ambulance calls – 3

• Business alarms – 3
• Motor vehicle warnings – 80
• Motor vehicle summons – 13
• Accidents (non-reportable) – 4
• Suspicious person/vehicle – 14
• Pistol permits – 3
• Assist other police agencies – 11
• Noise disturbance – 1

Arrests
• Jeremy Gelinas, 28, Manchester, 

Operating after suspension
• Brandi Garneau, 22, Franklin, 

Speed, reckless operation

By Lauretta Phillips
Beacon staff

On Saturday, December 2, the 
Andover Fire Department will hold its 
15th annual Poinsettia Sale. When I 
saw the announcement for the annual 
poinsettia sale, I wondered why the 
Andover Fire Department would be 
selling poinsettias and what they did 
with the money from this sale. After all, 
doesn’t the Town support the Andover 
Fire Department? 

Actually, the Andover Fire Depart-
ment is supported in part by the Town 
and in part by the support of townspeo-
ple and local organizations such as the 
Blackwater Grange. The proceeds from 
the sale of the poinsettias help to main-
tain the Jaws Of Life.

The two pieces of equipment most peo-
ple think about when they read of the Jaws 
Of Life on a news report are the spreaders 
and the cutters. The powerful jaws of these 
machines can tear apart most vehicles like 
cutting through a tin can. 

The spreader is used to pull pieces of 
the vehicle’s structure apart, or it can be 
inserted into the side of the vehicle to 
tear a section out. 

The cutter, as the name suggests, is 
used to cut through the vehicle like a 
pair of giant bolt cutters. 

The Andover Fire Department owns 
one spreader, two rams, and two cut-
ters. The Jaws Of Life have been cred-
ited with saving many lives and have 
reduced many potentially dangerous 
situations, protecting people from fur-
ther injury.
Maintaining The Equipment

Maintaining these pieces of equip-
ment is an expensive proposition. Ac-
cording to Glenn Haley of the Andover 
Fire Department, it can cost from hun-
dreds to thousands of dollars. Glenn 
Haley has been a volunteer on the 
Andover Fire Department since 1977. 
He has been with the department the 
longest of anyone there at this time, 
followed in years by Fred Lance and 
Chuck Ellis. His pride in the Depart-
ment and his dedication are obvious 
when you talk to him.

Glenn was there when they held the 

very fi rst Poinsettia Sale in 1991 to help 
with the purchase of the fi rst Jaws Of 
Life in the area. Bruce Bartlett from the 
Bradley Lake area was the person who 
suggested Andover purchase the Jaws 
Of Life, and he was the one who sup-
plied the poinsettias from his nursery 
for the fi rst sales. He has since passed 
away, and now the poinsettias are pur-
chased in Loudon.

“Without the Jaws Of Life, the 
Andover Fire Department would have to 
call on other departments such as New 
London and Franklin to come to an ac-
cident when someone needed to be ex-
tricated from a crushed vehicle,” Glenn 
said. He made it clear that the annual 
poinsettia sale was not the only money 
used to maintain this equipment, but 
that it helps a great deal. He said they 
also accept donations, and the Town 
pays for some of the expenses involved 
with maintenance on the Andover Fire 
Department equipment.
AFD Raffl e

This year the Department is also 
selling raffl e tickets on a Mossberg 835 
pump shotgun from Marshall’s Fire-
arms in Boscawen. There is also a sec-
ond prize of $100 and a third prize of 
$50. The raffl e proceeds will help the 
Department purchase more fi refi ghter 
safety equipment. 

There are only 100 tickets being sold, 
and the cost is $20 per ticket. The draw-
ing will be held at noon on December 
2. You can get raffl e tickets from any 
Andover fi refi ghter.

The Andover Fire Department and 
the people this equipment has helped 
are very grateful for the public support 
of its fundraisers. Your support means 
they are better able to answer the call 
when the accidents that none of us want 
to happen, do happen.

Andover Fire Department

By Rene Lefebvre
Chief, East Andover Fire Department

The Smokey Bear signs look great 
at the two fi re stations. They were built 
and installed by Matt Coll, an Eagle 
Scout. They are a proud example of 
Matt’s dedication to the community, 
and we thank him very much for his 
hard work.

During a recent Fire Department 
meeting we were discussing things the 
Department needed in the coming year. 
The overwhelming requirement quickly 
became clear. We need new members. 

Ever think that you would like to 
become a fi re fi ghter and take crazy 
chances and risks? If so, you better stay 
at home. 

If, on the other hand, you want to be 
trained to work in a fast-paced, dynamic 
environment with some truly super peo-
ple, then we would like to talk to you. 

Fire Department members are now 
emergency responders who also fi ght 
fi re. The task is often diffi cult and re-
quires thinking and problem solving 

quickly and safely. We are looking for 
good people, and that includes women. 
Some of our best members are ladies. 
Brains, dedication and training are the 
primary requirements of the job and are 
defi nitely not exclusive to us guys.
Christmas Trees

We will be selling Christmas trees 
on Saturday, December 9, at the East 
Andover Fire Station. We will have a 
limited number of trees, so please come 
early. We will start at 8 AM and will 
again offer hot coffee, cookies, and free 
delivery of the tree to your home. This 
is our last fund raiser of the year and for 
us the most fun. Please stop by if only 
to enjoy the coffee and share our spirit 
of Christmas.

If you ask most people what is most 
important to them, the answer you will 
likely get is “family.” Firemen under-
stand family and hold the importance 
of family as most precious. We do not 
take risk lightly or unnecessarily but 
will do what we must to protect your 
loved ones. In this time of Christmas 
we, who stand ready, wish you a very 
peaceful and happy holiday season and 
a safe new year.

I was serious about needing new 
members. If you want to learn more, call 
me at 934-2197. We will go through the 
station, chat with other members, and 
look at the equipment. But be careful 
– once you sit behind the wheel of the 
Big Red Engine, you will be hooked.

East Andover Fire Department

Poinsettia Sale
to benefi t the Andover Fire DepartmentAndover Fire Department

Saturday, December 2
Andover Fire House • 8 AM 

Arrive early for the best choice of sizes, colors, and prices!

to benefi t the East Andover Fire DepartmentEast Andover Fire Department
Saturday, December 9

East Andover Fire House • 8 AM 
To reserve a tree, call Ed Becker at Lake Farm Realty 735-5444

Christmas Tree SaleChristmas Tree Sale

CUSTOM CARPENTRYCUSTOM CARPENTRY
RENOVATION • RESTORATIONRENOVATION • RESTORATION

Barns • Camps • Homes
Jacking & Leveling

New Buildings
Painting

No Job Too Big or Too Small!
ANDOVER 470-3972

FREE
ESTIMATES

Windy Field Windy Field 
Pet, Plant, and House SittingPet, Plant, and House Sitting

We love all creatures, 
great and small.

Contact Amanda or Stephanie.

Cell: 496-5726 • Home: 735-5311 • E-mail: themerwoman@yahoo.com


