
The Andover Beacon • December 2006 • Page 27

Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

By Pam Brown
For the Beacon

Recently High School Alpha, a teen 
Bible study and fellowship group that 
meets in Andover, spent a Saturday 
morning helping out at the Upper Valley 
Haven, a homeless shelter and food pan-
try in White River Junction, Vermont. 

Over the past year and a half, the 
teens earned money doing yard work 
and odd jobs. They were excited to 

By Christine Lavoie
Toddler Teacher, Proctor Childcare

In August, I was excited that Su-
zanne Razweiler, the Director we all 
know and love, called me to sched-
ule an interview. I had heard so many 
wonderful things about the school, the 
staff, the families, and of course the 
children at Proctor Childcare here in 
Andover. 

When I got the job, I was supposed 
to be part-time. Well, that lasted two 
weeks, and then Raz and Amy asked 
me to come on full-time. I accepted 
with full gratitude, and a large smile 
that spread across my face must have 
been saying how thankful I truly 
was.

From the fi rst day I walked into 
Proctor Childcare, the children have 
melted my heart. I have been working 
with children for ten years and have 
been teaching for three. This, above any 
other job I could have taken, is the love 
of my life. 

My passion is children. I always 
knew I wanted to be an educator of 
small children, and I have learned as 
well that all educators of children are 
also students in a way.

Each day is a new experience for 
me at Proctor Childcare. I have been 
working between the younger and older 
toddlers. Each one of the 13 children 
has taught me so much in merely three 
months. I have seen them grow so much 
cognitively, physically, emotionally, and 
especially physically. 

I am so grateful that the teaching 
styles I am working with in the other 
teachers are similar to mine. We have 
been able to come together and teach 
the children not what a book tells us we 
have to teach them, but what we know 
from education and experience is the 

Proctor Childcare / PreschoolProctor Childcare / Preschool
most effective way for the children to 
learn through us.

We have been working on many ac-
tivities in both rooms that reach to the 
children and their interests, while teach-
ing them what is necessary to learn at 
their age levels. I have noticed, in only 
three months, the majority of the chil-
dren have come so far socially with one 
another, making new friends and learn-
ing respect not only for others but for 
themselves as well. 

They have also grasped the passion 
for learning new things and looking 
behind their prior horizons into new 
ones, fi nding brand new things. It is 
so wonderful to watch a child discover 
something new in their lives. It is like 
watching a fl ower open for the fi rst time 
– absolutely amazing.

Another aspect of Proctor Child-
care that I am in love with is the com-
munity and the family bonds that are 
so strong. The children are able to have 
a bond with people around the com-
munity because they are tied in some 
way, either through families with small 
children that know each other, or even 
the people that always have such won-
derful smiles fi lled with love for the 
children when we walk by them on a 
daily basis.

Andover is a town that I decided to 
move to because of the warmth you feel 
when you arrive in town. It is unfortu-
nate that towns like ours do not exist in 
enough areas in this world, but we are 
very fortunate for living here. Also, 
these children know Proctor Childcare 
as another home, as do I, and I am ex-
tremely grateful to call myself a part 
of this wonderful school that will only 
continue to do wonderful things for the 
children that are here and the children 
that will come in the future.

Back: Elizabeth Towle, Ashley Kimball, Josh Wagner, Brandon King, Saman-
tha Ellis, Gloriana Brown, Elizabeth Kimball, Sam Wesley, Pam and Tom 
Brown. Front Row: Michael Denault, Jacob Wagner. Missing from photo: Jes-
sica West, Stephen Thompson, Beth Thompson.  Photo: Cherie Blessing

High School Alpha
spend that money at Hannaford to pur-
chase groceries for the food pantry. 

After unloading the food and hear-
ing a great informational talk by the 
shelter director, the teens went to work. 
Some played football with the shelter 
guests’ older kids. Others read books 
and played inside with toddlers and 
preschoolers, and everyone took turns 
sorting and shelving 5,000 pounds of 
donated food pantry goods. 

After serving cider and donuts to 
the shelter guests, the group went home 
both exhausted and invigorated, and 
with a new awareness that we can be 
“God’s hands and feet,” meeting needs 
right in our own communities.

Marissa Laro at the tropical-themed 
November Wyldlife Club. The Club will 
be having a special Christmas Club on 
Saturday, December 9, from 6 PM to 
7:30 PM at the East Andover Grange 
Hall.  Photo: Cathy Ellis

Refresher and Life Skills Classes
Sundays starting in October at AE/MS. 

Call today for dates and times.

Private consultations available
at your home. Aggression issues 

are my specialty.

Dee is the author of Changing People Changing Dogs
Order your copy today at DeesDogs.com 
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Heading In Our Direction?Heading In Our Direction?

Stop in...You’ll fi nd deli Items, meats, Stop in...You’ll fi nd deli Items, meats, 
a full line of groceries, and more...a full line of groceries, and more...

Visit Nana’s Do Drop In for daily breakfast & lunch Visit Nana’s Do Drop In for daily breakfast & lunch 
specials and baked goods galore. Dine in or take out.specials and baked goods galore. Dine in or take out.

Mon - Sat 7 - 7 • Sun 7 - 5 • Special Orders Call AheadMon - Sat 7 - 7 • Sun 7 - 5 • Special Orders Call Ahead

776 Franklin Highway • East Andover • 735-6900776 Franklin Highway • East Andover • 735-6900

mr. steam mr. steam 
&& son  son 
servicesservices

Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning

Ceramic Tile & 
Grout Cleaning

Interior Painting • Cordwood
735-5800 • 526-8368


