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The third annual AE/MS Veterans 
Day celebration began with fi rst grade 
students placing a wreath at the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier. Prior to this sym-
bolic gesture, American Legion Post 
#40 started the ceremony by posting 
the colors. The Andover Middle School 
Band entered followed by Annika John-
son, Carli Eber, and Kevin Barry who 
asked the honored guests and students 
to stand and join with them in reciting 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. Hildebrand, with the assistance 
of Mr. Wiley, read America’s White 
Table aloud to the audience. The chil-
dren’s’ book written by Margot Theis 
Raven explains the little known tradi-
tion of the POW/MIA table. 

The white table is set in many mess 
halls as a symbol for and remembrance 
to service members fallen, missing, or 
held captive in the line of duty. Solitary 
and solemn, it is the table where no one 
will ever sit. 

In the story, a mother asks her chil-
dren to set the white table and explains 
the signifi cance of each item placed 
on the table. The children come to 
understand and appreciate the depth 
of sacrifi ce that their uncle, and each 
member of the Armed Forces and their 
families, may be called to give. As Ms. 
Hildebrand shared the story many audi-
ence members were visibly touched by 
the signifi cance and all eyes were on the 
white table on the gym stage.

Ms. Slayton welcomed the veterans 
and stated that it was important for stu-
dents to understand and appreciate the 
men and women whose selfl ess sacrifi c-
es ensure the freedoms we enjoy today. 

Ms. Slayton also said that Veterans Day 
has become one of the most important 
days of the year at Andover Elementary / 
Middle School. All students are involved 
in the program, whether it is reciting, sing-
ing, decorating, or making cards. 

Several classes completed projects 
prior to Veterans Day and had them on 
display. The excitement and anticipa-
tion within the school builds after invi-
tations are sent out weeks in advance.

The gym and lobby were adorned 
with patriotic banners, posters, and 

AE/MS Marks Veterans Day
large hearts. The eighth grade students 
had exquisite art work on display for the 
occasion. A quilt made by the students 
hung near the entry way. Veterans found 
cards of appreciation on their chairs.

Mr. Sheldon Rich and Ms. Kathy 
Benefi t had an impressive collection 
of military memorabilia on display. 
Mr. Kristofer Johnson, choral teacher 
at Proctor Academy, sang the National 
Anthem. Ms. Fitzpatrick’s class recited 
In Flanders Fields, which is always a 
favorite. Middle school students; Will 
Henriques, Jesse Coffey, and Alec 
Walker played Taps, followed by a mo-
ment of silence. Fifth grade students 
sang and performed the skit Proud to 
Be an American.

Playing the bagpipes, William Dexter, 
entered the gym from a distance. This 
was quite stirring. Offi cer Dexter was 
followed by the AMS Band. They played 
America the Beautiful and Ode to Joy.

US Army Chaplain David Grover de-
livered the keynote address. He framed 
his speech around the word “Respect.” 
This connected with the school’s focus 
on respect throughout this year. Chap-
lain Grover has the ability to reach an 
audience from fi ve years old to eighty-
eight years old.

Several eighth grade students recit-
ed poetry, and before American Post 
#40 retired the colors all were treated 
to a rousing rendition of Grand Ol’ 
Flag sung by the third grade class-
es. Mr. Wallace Scott presented Ms. 
Slayton with a certifi cate for the school 
expressing gratitude for recognizing 
Veterans Day.

After the celebration the students and 
staff returned to classes and the veter-
ans stayed on and enjoyed refreshments 
served by the PTO. A group picture was 
taken with most of the veterans (see page 
one of this issue of the Beacon).

If you missed the celebration this 
year, be sure and attend next year. In-
vitations are sent to all known Andover 
veterans and/or their families. The 
mailing list now includes 118 veter-
ans. Please call Mrs. Parenteau or Ms. 
Slayton to be added to the list if you 
were missed.

Scout Armstrong (l) and Ethan Collette place a wreath on the Tomb of the 
Unknown Soldier. Photo: Gretchen Hildebrand

By Sophie Viandier and Will Henriques
AE/MS Student Council

The Andover Middle School Student 
Council traveled to the Francis C. Rich-
mond Middle School in Hanover. Spirits 
were high as they boarded the bus at 7:45 
on the morning of November 9. After a 
quick stop at the New London Dunkin’ 
Donuts, they were on their way. 

When they arrived, they were greeted 
kindly by the students of FCR Middle 
School and escorted to the gym. After 
a quick introduction, 22 schools shared 
Council chants composed by the students. 

The students were given a rousing 
speech shortly thereafter by the keynote 
speaker, Dr. Stuart Lord, from the Tucker 
Foundation of Dartmouth College. He 
shared his refl ections on how he wished 
for each individual in the room to be-
come a leader, to reach out and make the 
world a better place. He gave many ideas 
as to how teens could become involved in 
community service locally and globally. 

After a brief snack, students were sent 
on their way to various workshops. The 

workshops consisted of examples of many 
different community service opportuni-
ties and encouraged teens to take action.

Lunch was a delicious meal, provided 
by a local restaurant. Then each student 
council member went to discuss their 
Council and that of other schools with 
a large variety of students. Many ideas 
were exchanged, and Andover’s students 
and others continued on to workshops 
fi lled with group challenges among oth-
er unknown faces. The challenges and 
games were unique to each group, and 
everyone got to know each other. 

The AE/MS Student Council then 
congregated in the FCR Middle School 
Art Room. There they shared what they 
had learned during the day and shared 
their new ideas.

To end the conference, each school 
council assembled in the gymnasium, 
where they kicked off a Wild, Wild West 
Dance Party. Farewells were given, and 
we left, bringing home many creative 
ideas, thoughts of leadership, and the 
desire to change the world.

AE/MS Student Council 

107 Newport Road • New London, NH 03257 
www.lakesunapeevna.org

Lake Sunapee Region VNA staff...
• Drives 300,000-400,000 miles annually 
• Covers a 1,600+ square-mile region
• Sees patients in more than 40 towns
• Made 20,000+ skilled care visits 
• Serves more than 5,000 individuals of all ages

603.526.4077

VNA

Your Health, Your Home, Our Care

Did you know?

Lake Sunapee Region VNA

Lost in a Sea of Paper?
Can’t fi nd items you need?

I can help you.
Kendel Currier • 735-5089

Get-Organized Consultant and Clutter Counselor


