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SUPPORT THE 
BEACON!

The Andover Beacon is mailed free to all 
Andover addresses thanks to the sup-
port of our volunteers, our members, and 
our advertisers. Have you done your part 
to support our community newspaper?
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By Vicky Mishcon
Andover School Board

The Andover School Board is rec-
ommending a project for the Andover 
Elementary/Middle School that will: 

• upgrade roof  systems
• upgrade the electrical system, ex-

cept in the 1934 building
• upgrade communication systems
• remove asbestos
• add a new gym/cafeteria/kitchen
• provide new space for educational 

programs and for storage
The School Board relied heavily on the 

priorities determined by the Community 
Task Force for this project. The Board 
found, however, that it was not fi nancially 
feasible, at this time, for major renova-
tions to occur in the 1934 building.
Background

In the winter of 2004, members of 
the Andover community came togeth-
er to establish a Long Range Plan for 
Andover Elementary/ Middle School. 
One of the goals was to develop a fa-
cility and grounds plan with estimated 
costs and timelines. Voters at the 2005 
and 2006 Andover School District 
Meetings authorized $5,000 to fund a 

By Kate Davidson
Concord Monitor staff
Condensed with permission from the 
Concord Monitor

Virginia Cretella Mars has never 
met Jerry Hersey or visited his Andover 
farm. In fact, she isn’t even from New 
Hampshire.

When her family contacted the Aus-
bon Sargent Land Preservation Trust 
and said the Virginia Cretella Mars 
Foundation wanted to donate $45,000 
to preserve the Hersey farm, it caught 
many involved in the project completely 
off guard.

But closer to her home in McLean, Vir-
ginia, Mars is a name fi rst associated with 
candy, and second, with philanthropy.

The gift will allow several conserva-
tion groups to move forward with plans 

By Charlie Darling
Beacon staff

It’s time once again for the commu-
nity to show its fi nancial support for 
The Andover Beacon. The Beacon is 
published by Community Publishing of 
Andover, Inc., a New Hampshire non-
profi t corporation that relies on voluntary 
donations for about a 
third of the Beacon’s an-
nual operating expenses.

Other than a small 
salary for me and com-
missions for our ad 
salespeople, the Beacon 
is produced entirely by 
volunteers. But it still 
takes a budget of about 
$36,000 a year to bring 
the Beacon to every mailbox in Andover 
every month at no charge.

About two-thirds of our budget is 
covered by the approximately 90 adver-
tisers you see in the Beacon every month. 
(Now would be a great time to remind 
you of an important formula: No Adver-
tisers = No Beacon! Please be sure to 
patronize the businesses that advertise in 
our community newspaper, and be sure 
to let them know that you appreciate their 
supporting the Beacon with their ads.)

That leaves a full third of our annual 
budget that has to come from somewhere 
other than ads. Some comes from out-of-
town subscribers and gift subscriptions, 

but most has to come as voluntary do-
nations from the residents of Andover. 
Here’s another important formula to re-
member: No Donations = No Beacon.

Last year, we had donations from 
fewer than 250 residents. While we 
greatly appreciate that support, we feel 
we can do better. Personally, I think the 

community wants to 
do better. And now’s 
the chance.

This year we’ve set 
a goal of 275 volun-
tary donations from 
Andover residents by 
February 28. Because in 
years past we’ve started 
our annual fundraising 
in the fall, we’re count-

ing toward our February goal the dona-
tions we received last fall, so we’ve already 
tallied 52 members toward our goal of 275. 
But there’s still a long way to go.

Please! I know you’ve been mean-
ing to “get a round tuit” and show your 
fi nancial support for the Beacon. Well 
now is defi nitely the time to act on that 
generous impulse. 

We’ve inserted a reply envelope in 
this issue to make it super easy for you, 
or use the membership form on page 
three. But whatever you do, make today 
the day you “get a round tuit” and show 
your support for our community news-
paper, The Andover Beacon.

Get A Round Tuit!

BEACON KICKS OFF 2007 
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

$3.6M Bond Proposed 
For AE/MS Updates

school facility and program needs as-
sessment and $15,000 to fund an archi-
tectural and engineering study.

During the fall of 2006, a commu-
nity task force was formed to analyze 
the data collected from the studies and 
come up with a list of priorities for the 
School Board to use in the development 
of a facilities plan. The Board’s pro-
posed expansion and renovation project 
is the result of this work. The proposed 
project addresses a number of impor-
tant needs, as explained in the follow-
ing section. 

See page fi ve for an extensive ques-
tion-and-answer session on the details 
of the bond, the project, and the ap-
proval process.
Roof System

The hip roof on the 1934 section has 
been structurally repaired to meet cur-
rent BOCA building codes. The repairs 
were completed over Veteran’s Day 
weekend and were paid for from this 
year’s maintenance budget.

The roof still leaks and will require 
further work, including installation of a 
water and ice shield and replacement of 

See Bond  on page 4

By Heather Hill, RN
AE/MS School Nurse/Health Educator

Winter is here, and so is cold and fl u sea-
son. Good hand washing is one of the best 
ways to prevent the spread of germs. Keep 
yourself and others healthy this season! Re-
member these simple hand-washing cues:

Handling food
After coughing
Near someone that is sick
Dealing with money

Remember: HANDWASHing!
When using the bathroom
After sneezing
Shaking hands
Handling doorknobs
In public places
Nose, eyes, or mouth contact
Going past a sink
Also be sure to get plenty of rest, 

choose fruits and vegetables, exercise 
each day, and – very important! – stay 
home if you do become ill.

Among the kids enjoying the Andover Service Club’s annual festivities 
leading up to the lighting of the town Christmas tree were (l-r) Betsy 
Abrahamson, Chelsea Thompson, Cope Makechnie, Katelyn Barton, and 
Scout Armstrong. Photo: Bob Bussey

Hersey Alliance Reaches Goal
to preserve the Hersey farm from devel-
opment by purchasing [a conservation 
easement on the land]. Mars’s donation 
helped the groups reach their goal of 
nearly $100,000 in private donations 
and wrapped up a year of planning, ap-
plying for grants and fundraising for 
the project.

Once married to the heir to the $10 
billion Mars candy fortune, Virginia 
Cretella Mars has spent much of her 
life promoting wildlife preservation, 
education, and music. For years, she va-
cationed in New Hampshire near Lake 
Sunapee and took an interest in projects 
to conserve land there, her family told 
Debbie Stanley.

Stanley, director of the Ausbon Sar-
gent Land Preservation Trust, said a 

See Hersey  on page 12


