
Mail@AndoverBeacon.com AndoverBeacon.com

Page 12 • The Andover Beacon • January 2007

By Amanda Gross
Beacon staff

This month’s History Mystery photo 
is again from Donna Baker-Hartwell. It 
is a picture of grades one through eight 
– 31 schoolchildren and two female 
teachers – in front of the old school-
house in East Andover. This building 
is today’s East Andover Village Pre-
school. 

The children are of varying ages, 
and there are about twice as many girls 
as boys.

The picture was taken in the spring 
of 1915, on what appears to be a lovely 
day.  Many of the children appear to be 
squinting into the bright sun, and one 
of the schoolhouse’s windows is open, 
allowing a fl ow of air in what was un-
doubtedly a stifl ing building during the 
warm seasons.

All the names appear neatly typed 
on a paper attached to the back of the 
photo:

Seated (l-r): Allen Gardner, Herbert 

A History Mystery
Taylor.

Front Row: Teacher Margaret Ward, 
Frank Morrison, Harry and Isabelle 
Burley, Bessie Taylor, Alta Rayno, Al-
berta Jones, Sadie Thompson, Ruth 
Rayno, Edith Cormier, Melba Merrill.

Middle Row: George Letendre, 
Amelia Lefebre, Ethel Rayno, Ethel 
Supernor, Claribel Fish, Gladys Rayno, 
Grace Flanders, Helen Connor, Vivian 
Fish, Blanche Rayno, Charles Putney, 
Teacher May Hersey.

Back Row: Everett Gardner, Helen 
Davis, John Severance, Rachel Con-
nor, Dan Supernor, Olive Davis, Ruth 
Huntoon, Frank Burley.

Where did these people go after at-
tending or teaching school here? Where 
did they live out the rest of their lives? 
How many descendents do they have, 
and are any still living in Andover?

Send your thoughts or reminiscenc-
es to the Beacon, and let’s see if we 
can piece together this month’s History 
Mystery.

By Debbie Stanley
Executive Director, ASLPT

The Ausbon Sargent Land Preserva-
tion Trust (ASLPT), a key member of 
the Hersey Family Farm Alliance, re-
minds everyone who pledged to send 
their checks by April 30, 2007. With the 
$20,000 of outstanding pledges in hand, 
the fundraising effort will be complete.

It is important to note that the suc-
cessful completion of the Hersey Fam-
ily Farm’s fundraising efforts was made 
possible by a donation from one of 
ASLPT’s members, a summer resident 
from Newbury, who could see the value 
of protecting land located in our region 
but not in her own town.

The ASLPT welcomes new mem-
bers to support our mission to preserve 
and protect the rural character of the 
Mount Kearsarge and Lake Sunapee 
region through: 

• Conservation agreements that 
protect the farms, forests, streams 

and wetlands – the special undevel-
oped “open” spaces

• Stewardship of our conserved 
land, now and forever

• Partnerships with private individ-
uals, local governments, and like-
minded organizations sharing ex-
pertise and efforts protecting land

• Education of the people of our 
communities about the importance 
to them of protecting our environ-
ment and its ecosystems through 
land conservation.

Your membership donation does 
make a difference. Membership dollars 
comprise 75% of our operating bud-
get and have made it possible for the 
ASLPT to conserve 4,205 acres. We 
presently have 15 more projects that are 
awaiting completion. 

Please join by calling the ASLPT at 
526-6555 or by sending your member-
ship donation to ASLPT, PO Box 2040, 
New London 03257.

family member contacted her and asked 
for more information about the project 
to preserve the Hersey farm, which the 
trust had led along with the Andover 
Historical Society and Andover Con-
servation Commission.

“The family has enjoyed vacationing 
in New Hampshire, and it’s very impor-
tant to them,” Stanley said. “They hap-
pen to be a member of the land trust. 
They go to our events, and they’re very 
aware of what’s going on.”

Fundraising efforts to preserve the 
farm have been under way since last 
summer. The 267-acre cattle farm has 
been in the Hersey family for 60 years, 
and it is considered a “gateway prop-
erty” because it’s one of the fi rst prop-
erties motorists see on their way from 
Franklin to Andover on Route 11.

The Ausbon Sargent trust received 
a $173,000 grant from the federal Farm 
and Ranchland Protection Program to 
purchase a conservation easement on the 
farm. Jerry Hersey will also donate for-
ested land for a conservation easement, 
which is not applicable under the federal 
grant, because it is not farmland.

Together, the Historical Society, Con-
servation Commission, and Ausbon Sar-
gent Land Preservation Trust raised more 
than $50,000, but a December 30 dead-
line was looming for the project, and by 
Thanksgiving, they still needed $45,000.

When one of Mars’s daughters called 
Stanley, the woman offered – on behalf of 
the foundation – to take care of the rest.

“She said, ‘Well, you can close on 
the project. I’m going to make the gift,’” 
Stanley recalled.

The donation will help preserve the 
land that Jerry Hersey plans to farm for 
the rest of his life. Chopping fi rewood 
with his brother, Jim, last week, Jerry 
Hersey said he is relieved that his land 
will never be developed. Hersey has been 
on the Conservation Commission for 
more than 30 years and served as chair-
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man for about 25, he said. He’s had to 
resign from that position while the Com-
mission makes plans for his property.

As he and Stanley worked together 
to preserve other properties in Andover, 
she tried to persuade him to take a look 
at his property, too.

“She would hint to me, ‘Jerry, you 
should do something about your land,’” 
he said.

Jim Hersey said the family agreed 
that the farm should belong to Jerry and 
drafted a family contract [about three 
years ago]. “We talked at the time about 
having protection,” Jim Hersey said.

“They took the ball and really rolled 
it,” he said of the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust.

The rolling hills and dense forest on the 
property have amazing views of Tucker 
Mountain and, in the fall, Jim Hersey said 
motorists line up along the road to take 
pictures of the foliage. On a recent morn-
ing, fog rolled over the pastures where 
Hersey’s cattle were grazing.

Across the street sat the white farm-
house where Jerry Hersey has lived his 
entire life with his father, Jim Hersey Sr.

The New Hampshire Division of 
Historic Resources has evaluated the 
property and is preparing to apply for 
listing on state and national historic reg-
istries. The property is home to prime 
wetlands, and 90% of the land is rated 
as having signifi cant agricultural soils, 
according to the Ausbon Sargent Land 
Preservation Trust.

The fi nal details of the project are still 
being worked out, and the preservation 
will not likely be completed until May.

“I just think it’s neat that somebody 
from another town can see the big pic-
ture,” Stanley said of the foundation’s 
gift, “that what happens in surrounding 
towns also impacts how they enjoy vis-
iting in New Hampshire. They appreci-
ate the rural character here.”
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