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By Tina Cotton
Andover Conservation Commission

A couple of recent local environ-
mental issues to be brought to the at-
tention of Andover residents include the 
question of taxation on properties with 
views, and the balance between the res-
idential and commercial growth of our 
small town and its rural integrity.  Your 
voice on these issues does matter.

At statewide town meetings during 
the past couple of months, property views 
have been discussed as one of the factors 
built into property tax assessments. 

Pros to view taxation are that towns 
can collect more money from proper-
ties with a view, many of which are 
owned as second homes by out-of-
staters, or fl atlanders, upholding the 
tradition of passing New Hampshire 
taxes on to nonresidents. (Other such 
taxes include Rooms and Meals tax, 
liquor tax, gas tax, etc.) 

Cons are that residents who have 
views, most notably those living on 
hillsides or lakefronts, are taxed more 
than comparable neighboring proper-
ties without views. Real estate agents 
feature views and lakefront properties, 
which raise the selling price, as well as 
their commissions. As one longtime 
resident objected, “I am the view! Do 
I have to let my fi elds revert to forest to 
lower my taxes?”

Residential and commercial growth 
in Andover has also raised a pressing is-
sue about environmental preservation.  

The Master Plan Committee is 
charged with devising a guidance plan 
for town boards that can balance growth 
while maintaining our rural charac-
ter—the diffi cult task of giving you the 
personal Yankee freedom to do what 
you want with your land, while retain-
ing the character of the town.

Our rural landscape is a working 
backdrop that supports forestry, hay 
fi elds, and outdoor recreation, such as 
hiking, biking, snowmobiling, hunting, 
fi shing, swimming, boating, and bird 
and wildlife watching. (On the Newman 
walk in November, participants saw 
tracks and scat of moose, deer, bear, 
turkey, and bobcat, among others.) 

We have informal historic cultural 
landscapes, such as the Old College 
Road-Taunton Hill area, the church-
grange-school area of East Andover, 
and the Hersey-Shaw-Fenton farm ar-
eas. We have village centers—fi ve as 
utilized by Andover’s Star, the forerun-
ner of the Beacon.

Preserving our landscape means pro-
tecting both the quality and quantity of our 
rural landscape. The Conservation Com-
mission will have a section in the Master 
Plan. Priorities for possible protection are 
an important element of this section.

We are fortunate to have the Ausbon 
Sargent Land Protection Trust in our 
area. Members of the trust, most notably 
Debbie Stanley and Beth McGuinn, have 
worked tirelessly with voluntary land-
owners, town boards, private, state and 
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federal groups, and grant foundations to 
preserve several large tracts of our work-
ing landscape here in Andover.

Most notably, these tracts include 
the Hersey properties, the gateway 
to Andover from the east; the Graves 
property, highly visible across High-
land Lake; and the Broshek property 
in Andover, along with an easement 
with the Society for Protection of New 
Hampshire Forests in Salisbury on 
Shaw Hill Road. 

This year, incentives for conserva-
tion easements through federal tax 
credits have increased to 50 percent of 
gross income with a carryover of fi ve 
years, up from 30 percent and three 
years. Farmers can deduct 100 percent 
of their income and carry it over for 15 
years during 2006 and 2007!

Should the Master Plan also include 
some form of cluster housing? Ragged 
Mountain Fish and Game Club estab-
lished cluster housing in 1901. A cen-
tral area south of Cole Pond has been 
set aside for a maximum number of 
houses, the rest being in a conservation 
easement or in current use. Is that form 
of cluster housing an eyesore on our ru-
ral working landscape?

Would you like to see a large housing 
development of small houses, trailers, or 
McMansions on the hillside where Routes 
4 and 11 meet east of Andover center?

This hillside forms the gateway to 
Andover village. Think about this and 
other gateways along our tourist routes 
that form impressions of our town. Then 
think about the rapidly growing south-
eastern part of New Hampshire, the 
tremendous commercial and residential 
growth in the Lakes Region and Concord 
area, and the McMansion estates now 
dotting the New London landscapes.

The building project just east of 
Andover center on Routes 11 and 4, 
which will combine the growth of busi-
ness and rental housing, looks as if it 
will blend favorably with the existing 
landscape. Do we want to encourage 
more of this type of growth?

Balancing growth and rural charac-
ter is possible. Become an active par-
ticipant with your town board meetings 
and at future hearings. It’s your town.

By Ray Mitchell
Beacon staff

Ever since the election in November, 
Iraq has been much in the minds and 
conversations of Americans. In general, 
people are experiencing frustration. 
Some want our troops out ASAP. Oth-
ers want them to stay as long as it takes 
to establish a democratic state.  

Whatever your view, how much do 
you really know about Iraq?

I would urge you to take a trip to the 
library to look at an atlas and encyclo-
pedia to get a better picture of the coun-
try that occupies so much of our nation’s 
resources and conversation. I did, and 
here are some things that I found:

Iraq has an area of 169,235 square 
miles, more than 17 times the size of 
New Hampshire, more than twice the 
size of all New England. We have a 
population density of 133 persons per 
square mile. Iraq has 161 persons. 

Fifty-nine of our people are urban, 
41% rural. Sixty-eight percent of Iraqis 
live in cities. More than a fi fth of them 
live in Baghdad, a city of over 5 million 
people. When we hear news of bomb-
ings in city streets, that is where most 
Iraqis live. Our troops are constantly 
patrolling their neighborhoods.

When you look at a map, you will 
see that the fertile, southern part of the 
country is the most densely populated. 
The central part is dry, almost barren. 

In the north there are mountains that 
rise over 11,000 feet, more than twice 
the height of Mt. Washington. That sec-
tion is occupied by Kurds, who feel less 
connection to Iraq than they do to neigh-
boring sections of Turkey and Iran. 

Iraq is 95% Muslim. Unfortunately 
there are as many divisions in Islam as 
there are in Christianity. You hear of 
the Shiite and Sunni Muslims in Iraq. 
While the two groups live together in 
other parts of the world, the violence in 
Iraq is sparked by these differences.

At the root of the problem is the 
origin of the nation. After World War 
I the Ottoman Empire was divided up 
by agreements made in Europe. Often 
the boundaries did not recognize tribal 
divisions.

A strong central government kept 
the country together over the years, of-
ten with the use of force. We are asking 
the divergent elements to come together 
for democratic rule. This a signifi cant 
challenge for a nation with a history of 
government decisions being made by 
force.

Look at the size of the country and 
the many differences that exist in people 
and geography. Then you will see what 
our military and diplomats are facing. 
All of us would like a quick solution. 
After a trip to the library and a little 
study of the situation, I am inclined to 
be more patient.

Andover Libraries

Share Good Times and Holiday 
Festivities with Your Family and 

Friends Here in Andover!
We are happy to offer you, our neighbors, 
our hospitality with a courtesy discount* 

of 25% off the daily rate while 
your guests are in town.

The Highland Lake Inn, 
a neighborhood landmark since 1767.

COME IN AND VISIT US!
735-6426 • HighlandLakeInn.com
*Offer valid November 1 to January 15, based on availability. 

526-8111
Hazardous Tree Removal

Tree Care
Pruning, Cabling, Fertilization

Lot Clearing • Stump Removal
View Cuts

Aerial Truck 
Climbing Service
Stump Grinding

 Serving the area for 21 years


