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By Judy Perreault
Andover High School ’53

Sadly, we say goodbye to another 
member of our Andover High School 
alumni. Gordon Ordway, class of 1958, 
passed away on December 2. His obitu-
ary appears on page 23.

I went to school with Gordon and his 
wife Lily, who was a Wolfenden at the 
time. They lived in Danbury and rode 
to school on the train. Other than school 
time we didn’t socialize. 

In those days most families had one 
car and Dad and Mom used it. There was 
no running kids all over for playtime or 
visiting. If you couldn’t walk or ride your 
bike to a friend’s home, you didn’t go. 

Also, a lot of the children lived on 
farms and had chores to do after school. 
Families that owned a business expect-
ed kids to help after school. 

I’ve become reacquainted with Gor-
don and Lily these last few years as 
we have worked on the AHS Alumni 
reunions. The fi rst year, when we held 
it on Highland Lake, Gordon, Lily, and 
the boys brought all the tents and tables 
to the site and set them up. 

The next year, Gordon and Lily invited 
us to use their recreation area . It is a beau-
tiful spot, and they made us feel very wel-
come. Last year they invited us back again. 

It wasn’t until I attended the grave-
side services and heard friends and 
family talk about Gordon’s life that I felt 
I really knew him. I didn’t know that his 
nickname was “Ginger” or that he was 
a fantastic carpenter. Many homes in 
the area refl ect his expertise. 

Gordon was a 70-year member of the 
Danbury community. He was a nature 
lover, liked hunting, fi shing, snowmobil-
ing, and watching the Red Sox. What he 
loved the most was entertaining his family 
at “the Pond” and barbequing for them.

He was so pleased to be asked to be 
in last year’s Fourth of July parade as 
the 1954 King of the Winter Carnival 
with Toot Fleury, who was Queen. He 
even had his original crown! 

One of the fi rst things Lily said when I 
saw her was, “We are still having the reunion 
at the Pond.” Gordon wanted it that way.

So hopefully we will all be there, 
Gordon, and you’ll be in our hearts. 
And I have a feeling you’re fi xing a spot 
for our next big reunion, too.

Andover High Alumni:

Gordon Ordway

Toot Evans Fleury and Gordon Ordway 
in this year’s Fourth of July parade, 
riding in Madeline and Jim Minard’s 
1950 Cadillac.  Gordon and Toot were 
Andover High’s 1954 Winter Carnival 
King and Queen.  Photo: Lily Ordway

Everett and Jennifer Evans of Den-
ville, New Jersey are the proud parents 
of a new son, Henry Peter Rudolph 
Evans. He was born on December 1, 
weighing 9 lbs. 13 oz. and 22 in. long. 

Paternal grandparents are Ron and 
Judy Evans of Andover. Maternal 
grandparents are Carmelita and the late 
Peter Niklaus of Elk Grove, Illinois.

Katherine Yuill Flaherty was born 
at 8:12 AM on December 18. She was 
welcomed by her brother, Angus, and 
her sister, Erin. Proud parents are Pat-
rick and Kristin Flaherty. Katherine 
weighs 8 pounds and 3 ounces.

The Andover Beacon in Sweden? 
Yes, that’s right! The December issue 
has landed in the cities and towns of 
Stockholm, Falun, Hedemora, Malung, 
and Hudiksvall. 

In the December Beacon, Judy Evans 
wrote about the Andover Congregational 
Church and the wedding of Johneric and 
Linda Wickstrom. Johneric is a Swede. 

Linda and Johneric are planning a 
trip to Sweden, Iceland, Norway, and 
Finland this summer as their offi cial 
honeymoon, and they will be sure to 
take along plenty of Beacons to give to 
folks in Johneric’s home country.

Asked about the marriage, Johneric 
answered, “Linda is a gift from God to 
me.” Linda when asked , smiled and said, 
“ I feel the same way.” They both lost 
their spouses to cancer three years ago 
and know they are home with the Lord. 
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By Kate Davidson
Concord Monitor staff
Condensed with permission

An Andover native is celebrating 
overseas with more than 100 other anti-
war protesters who prevailed in a high-
profi le human rights case in the United 
Kingdom [on December 13] centering on 
the rights of free speech and assembly.

“I keep pinching myself thinking 
this can’t be real,” 34-year-old Jesse 
Schust said via telephone from Lon-
don. “That me, just an ordinary person, 
helped bring about a really important 
human rights victory and am affi rming 
that one of the rights that is guaranteed 
in Britain is the right to assemble and 
express their views.”

Schust, who grew up in Andover and 
attended Andover Elementary School 
and Proctor Academy, moved to Lon-
don in 2000 to pursue a master’s degree 
at Imperial College. When the Iraq war 
broke out in 2003, Schust and hundreds 
of other protesters planned to demon-
strate at an air base in Fairford, England, 
where US bombers were stationed.

Just minutes away from the demon-
stration, three buses carrying about 130 
protesters were stopped by the police, 
who searched passengers for more than 
an hour before ordering them back on the 
buses and sending them back to London 
without allowing anyone to disembark.

[On December 13] Britain’s highest 
court of appeal upheld lower court rul-

ings that the police were wrong to de-
tain the protesters. What the plaintiffs 
didn’t expect, however, was the court’s 
ruling that the police had violated their 
right to freedom of expression and law-
ful assembly.

“We felt we were going to lose,” Schust 
said. “We thought the main benefi t from 
it is we’d be able to raise the issue in the 
press, and at least tell our story, and may-
be win people’s hearts and minds.”

[The lawsuit] marked a newfound po-
litical activism for Schust, who received 
a history degree from the University of 
New Hampshire in 1995. He worked in 
New Hampshire as a carpenter, painter, 
and dishwasher before moving to New 
York City to work in computer support.

Jesse Schust has also spent the past 
few years helping coordinate the World 
Naked Bike Ride, during which na-
ked cyclists take to the streets of cities 
across the world in protests against oil 
dependency and “car culture.”

His activism has kept him away from 
home for too long, he said, and his an-
nual Christmas trip was cancelled as he 
awaited a ruling on this case.

But with the three-year legal battle 
fi nally over, he will soon be making 
plans to return home to Andover.

“I really miss the US,” he said. “I 
miss being in New Hampshire, and a 
lot of the people, I miss. And I also miss 
the landscape.
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Jesse Schust In Landmark Suit


